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PKBPACB. 



The object of this volume is to present a 
sketch of the moat interesting and important 
events which occurred in the history of tho 
distinguished statesman who has lately passed 
away. The author makes no pretensions to the 
diseoTcry of new facts. He has availed himself 
chiefly of the published memoirs and reminis- 
cences of Mr. Webster, amongst which were 
Daniel Webster and his Contemporaries, by 
Charles W. March ; The Private Life of Daniel 
"Webster, by Charles Lanmaa ; Personal Memo- 
rials of Daniel Webster ; Memoir of the Life of 
Daniel Webster, by Samuel L. Kcapp ; Biograph- 
ical Memoir of the Life of Daniel Webster, by 
Edward Everett, prefixed to Mr. Webster's 
Works, and Life and Memorials of Daniel Web- 
ster ; together with the numerous eulogies, 
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6 TREFACE. 

Speeches, and sermons occasionecl bj his de- 
cease, selecting such facts and incidents from 
each as ivould suit his purpose, and deducing 
from them such lessons or principles of action 
as are worthy the contemplation of those for 
whom the book is specially designed. 

That the distinguished subject of this work 
had his faults, and that there is a difference of 
opinion as to the wisdom of some of the acts 
of his political life, no one presumes to deny. 
Bot it is of his commendable traits of character 
that the author here treats. These he would 
hold up for the admiration and imitation of 
American youth. He has endeavored to prepare 
a work which every American pati'iot would be 
pleased to have his children read. 
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CHATTER 1. 

Tho two Riders. — A pleasing Proposilioii. — Accepted. — A 
Bile.~-A Plunge. — A Troul canghl. — Dauiel Webster.— 
His Birthploce. — Kearsage Moaniain. — The lotiling Boy.— 
Tlie mysletious Well. — Drinking from Iha moss-coveted 
Bucket. — Influence of Nature on Style. — Webster's Love for 
tho Grand in Natnre. — Worthy of Imilalion. — Pletures ad- 
mired mora tlian the original Landscapes. — Advice to tlie 
Yonng. — Influence of the Love of Nalnre on Character. 

About sixty-five years ago, a man of stalwart 
form, broad shoulders, atJiJ awartliy complexion, 
was riding through Salisbury, in New Hampshire, 
ot) horseback, ctuymg wHh him a puny little boy, 
With diib features, sparkling black e)es, j round, 
piojecting foiehead, and dressed in coaif,e, home- 
spun clothes, with tno little, shoeless feet projecting 
from beneath The min had been indulging in 
juvenile conversation, adapted to the comprehension 
of his }oung charge, foi some time, in which the 
little fellow had taken part, with an oecasiontl child- 
like remark oi (juestion As they approached a 
brooli, whose cleat, cool wateis flowed, sometimes 
miirmuiinglj, at other ttmea silently, through the 
wood= ind fields, marking their couiso by a iif^or- 
ous fertility, the gentleman snddenlv exclaimed 
"Dan, how would you hke to catch a trout' 
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16 THi: TWO niDKRS. 

The little liy , «ho peihipo haJ iievei used hook 
and liiip betoie, immediately signified his ple)''uro 
at the pitpooition The hoiso was checked both 
rideis di-niounted, ind began to prepare for tbe 
sport The till form and long arms of the gentle- 
man neic Epecialli tavoiable m iiding hnn to cut 
tiom a neighboiing tree i lod It would '.Lom ^s 
if lie were accustomed to tile's© extemporaneous 
fishing excursions, and alwajs went pit,piied for 
them, foi, thiustmg his hand into his pocket, lie 
drew out a striug and hook , then tuinins over i 
stoue 01 tno, he tound a worm, wliah be aoon ad- 
justed as bait Aftei fasteiiiug the line to the rod, 
he ga\e it to the little boy, saying " Now, Dan, 

(.leep carefullj upon that lock, and thiow the hnit 

upon the farther "ide of the pool ' The little fish- 
erman did a& he was oidered Hi', bait wai fcoon 
in the water, and his eve intently watching it It 
WIS not long before some indiscieet fi^-h, thoughtless 
of consequences, diited fiom his concealment, seized 
the bait, and djsappeaiecl like a fitsli of liglittiing 
This was just whU the boy wanted Being highly 
excited With Ins success he gait a sudden jeik to 
the line , but instead of drawing the fish out of the 
water, he unfoi tuuitelj lost his bdUnce, and plunged 
headltng into tbi" pool The gi ntkman, '-ccing that 
the boy was moie hkelv, from piesent appearances, 
to die in the water, than the fish nas to expite upon 
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(he land ran ti lU le&eue He suiceede I n leich 
iiig liim and diawitij, !mi ish le i\itli a poHnd 
tijut trailing behind him This hd wt^ D^mei. 
Webster and the peiaon who had hm in il use 
nn'' Ins oiin father 

Not fill horn the place ■n here this rnthei ludicioua 
jncideut occiuied, stood at that time one ot the 
better ch's of feim houses , olthough at the present 
period, and m Other locahties, it might be regaided 
a*! a very ordinary building It was but one Bloiy 
high With a dooi in the middle, and a nindoii on 
each si.dc, and three windows at either end It con- 
tiined fotu rooms on the ground floor with pioba 
biy ciinmbers m the attic An addition in the tear 
onsweied the puipose ^f a kitchea It l»<id only 
one chimney gnd tins aiose fiom the ceatie of the 
loof, furnishiQg, pi jhabiy ihiee or four fiiepHces, 
111 IS iinny diffeieiit roomi The fiainenork was 
of hei\y timber, the extejioi chpboaided and the 
ends pointed difteimg in tbis re-pect from the gam 
brel lotf On the gieen m front ol the house aiose 
a large ind giaceful elm extending its long and 
heaiy bnaches ovei the mansioo below, as it in the 
exercise of an aftectijnate mteiest it would piotect 
It fiom hvm Many otbei tieea of the tame kind 
wete EC-ittered oiei the groifnds on wliiuh iccount 
the place received the ippropnate name of Elms 
Farm ' Neai one end of the house wis a deep 
3 
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18 HIS EAI 

well, with a loDg, old-fesiiioned well sweep, to one 
extremity of whicb was attached a bucket, by meana 
of which the clear, cool water was drawn up for the 
use of the family. At a short distance, in front of 
the house, flowed a beautiful silver streom, over 
which was thrown a safe, tjiough rough-looking 
bridge. Farther oif was a high hill, crowned with 
a church, and beyond all, the lofty Kearsage moun- 
tain lifted itself, " head and shouldei's " above the 
surrounding hills — a beautiful type of him, who, 
in intellectual greatness, rose far above his com- 

lu this house, on the IBth day of January, 
1783, Dauifl Wchatcr was born. Now that he 
has departed, after having lived to a good old 
age, and after having acquired a world-wide fame, 
as a far-reaching statesman, a powerful oi'ator, 
and a skilful diplomatist, it is interesting to look 
back, and contemplate the circumstances and events 
of his early life. At one time, we see him, a 
little, tottling hoy, in homespun frock, making 
his first essays to balance himself upon his shoe- 
less feet, as he advances from the doorstep to 
greet his father, who has just crossed the bridge, 
and is approachiug, with outstretched hands and 
j'apid step, to meet him. Again we see him, amus- 
ing himself under (lie shadow of the fiiendly elm, 
that stands by the door, like a Imge grenadier, 
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YOUTHFUL FAiN"CIES. 19 

guarding the entrance to a fort, A few yeara later, 
we behold him tripping over the fields, jumping 
across the brook, or wandering along its margin, 
with hook and line, ready to " try liis lucli " so 
soon as he shall ha^e leielied i place where the 
water IS sufficieotly <itill and deep to gi>e promise 
of success Again, wearied with Ins wanderinga, oi 
hib laboiB, IS he leaning over the well, gazing at an- 
other little boy ihit he sees far down in the bottom, 
and who is mysteriously looking up at him It 
would not be stiange, if at times he imagined it a 
hole cut thiough the eaith, -md that some httle fel- 
low, on the othei side, oas, like himself, indulging 
his cuiiosity by looking through A pebble drop- 
ping in distoibs the snrfaee of the ^vater, breaks 
the m)steiioii? picture into i thousand tiagments, 
and di'ipels the illusion Again, in evening twi- 
light, we seem to see him "itting upon the door- 
sill , and, aa the noble Kearsige uses m the dis- 
tance, with Its hold outhne clearly defined against 
the giay-blue sky, he gives lems to hi^ juvenile 
fonoy , and, aa the ancient Hebreiy " sucked honey 
fioin the rock, and oil iiom the flmty lock," %o he 
dunks 111 in-piiation fiom the luhlnnitj of the ma- 
jestic mount beioie him Who can tell tu ho« 
gieat a degiee he was indebted, loi the siaiphnty-, 
the directness, and the majesty ot his thoughts, and 
of bis style aa an oiatoi, to the noble simplicity and 
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W HIS LOVE OF NATDHE. 

graujeur of tliis mountain 1 It was not decorated 
with beautiful, terraced, hanging gardens, nor with 
graceful, luxuriant vineyards. It arose almost naked 
trom tbe plain a« though it spurned ormment — a? 
though It needed nothing but its <}\ n majestic pio 
portions to ^ive it giandeui and thufl by its (wii 
Bilent poneifu] eloquent example it may have «iid 
ed to imparl those chiracteiisties of tSiought ind 
diction whn.h give such a chaim ind force to the 
oratory of Mi Webatei 

Fiom eatly life Mr Webster was fond of Natue 
He loied sunlight and shadow rolling hilli qu et 
lawn" tuibulent stieama and plicid lakes Ni 
ture m her milder hei gayer oi hei Sterner moods 
was to Inm aln oj a i ieasii g He w as si ecially 
intereited lo tie gieat tlungs <f creilion He le 
lighted to tia\el through the wildncs of mouitam 
scenetj Its projecting cliffs its high piecipjces 
ita deej. choauio its hghtmug ataried locks its t bun 
dermg cataracts and its leamng gigintie tiee' with 
roots half exposed threatening every moment to 
fall and ofttimes executing then tin eatenmgs — all 
iiispued bim with plea=!iii^ emotiins ^lld inatiuctne 
thoughts He iDved to ttindei bj the ocein aid 
laveils luge billowa loll up nnd lay then bubbles 
at lis Jeet Ita vast expai =ie its ceaseless lestleas 
ne a its emeiald hue and the mil ic ol its loar 
were alwayi gtateful to him He loved to gaze 
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1 IMITATION, 91 

into tli6 unineasured spaces above him, and contem- 
plate the stars, as immense globes swinging in their 
Dibits, as if tbey neie the miglitj pendulums ftliirh 
conti oiled the cjcles of ages, and regulited the 
mechanism of tlie univei-e 

This loie of Nature, Mi Webstei, as we ha!e 
said, eailj developed It '.tiengtheiied with advan- 
cing years, and became a piomment featuie iti his 
chMacfer In this leapect, his example is woithy 
of imitation by the jimng It seems 9urpri=iing that, 
with "O many object" of admuaiion aiound us, as 
lie pie-eiited m the infimte vaiiety of forms, coloia, 
and combinations of natural object'', theie aie any 
wbo (ieuve fiom then contemplation no enjoyment 
Many individuals will gaze upcn t picture — a land- 
scape foi instance — with the greatest pleasure. Its 
jough roc!.s, Muediaped tree , oi decaying, mis 
flupen stumps, aie pointed out at, mteteafms; fea- 
ture?, equal almost to the moie impoitant combina- 
tions of hill aud lalley, land and watei, on whLi,Ii 
the artist has bestowed his greateat sltdl And j et 
the-^e same peiaona would ride bj the oiiginal of 
thit pictuie, executed with the inSnite skill of the 
Divine Attist, and give it no attention whatcvci. 
O, bow many magnificent landscapes are eveiy day 
passed hj, inthout eliciting any pni f oi nwikcii- 
mg any odmiiation in the beholdci ' 

Let it no be so i ith jou On the contiaij, 
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99 INFLUENCE OF NATUltE. 

cultn ^te a taste foi tlie leaiitiftil objects of eieitiin 
Notice tlie toluis on tlie petal of a flowei the mfi 
nite (Jiyersity of foinis in the leaves of tjee« and 
the changing eftects of hglit and shade ( almly 
contemplate the Lues and stipes of the evLi shifting 
clouds the fe lure's of the ocean the lake oi the 
iivei Form a habit of obsening the pecuhmtiea 
ff mtuiil objects m join immediate MCinity and 
jou will find youi heiit n arming towards thcia 
The scenery with which you have alwijs been fa 
miliir will to J our fani,y put on t new dre s and 
invest it'ielf with nioie pleasing chainis This h 
not ill fot the Ijve of Natuie has an elevating 
and puiifjing influence It tills the mind with en 
nobling thoughts it calms the passions it lemiiids 
us of the wi?d>m the power the goodness and the 
ommpiesence of the Cieatoi aid makes us m re 
sensible ot our own wcikness and of ou end e 
dependence upon Him without whom we can do 
nothing. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Webster's Father. — Webiler's Heallli. — His Education rfe- 
slred. — Pfovideulial Arrangement. — A School opened. — 
Teacher Chase. — Webster's early Straggles for an Educa- 
tion.— Unreasonable Complainla. — Conttasla. — Master Tap- 
pan. — Mutual Reniembrancas. — Webster's Stsl Letter to 
Tappan.— His Donation. — Master Tappan's Tes^monj.— 
Webster gets a Reward. — Tappan's EuthusLasm. — Web- 
:^ler'a'secood Letter to him. — His Example commended. — 
Note.— Toppan's Death. — Teacher Hoy 1. — His Charac- 
ter. — Webster's Testimony concerning him. — Wefisiet reads 
to the Tearastor^. — Domestic Scenes. 

The parents of young Webster appreciated the 
value of a good education. His father, knowiug 
from hia own painful esperience the disaiivaiitng-oa 
of being destitute of so great a boon, was anxious 
thpt his chndren should escape a similar experience. 
He was' particularly solicitous with reference to 
Daniel, wiio, in his childhood, was pale, weak, and 
sickly. Fearing that he would be unable to per- 
ferm the heavy work of a farmer, or to obtain his 
livelihood from any of the mechanic arts, he was 
tjie more anxious to give him as good an education 
aa his circumstances would permit. May we not 
discover in these facts the development of a wise 
Providence 1 If Daniel had been a strong mus- 
cular boy, or, being weakly, if his parents had not 
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set a high value upon education, he would probably 
have been devoted to an agricultural life, and then 
the whole current of his history would have flowed 
in a channel vastly different from that which ninv 
marka its course. His noble speeches, his model 
state papers, his sagacious diplomacy, his legal 
knowledge, and his clear and comprehensive esi- 
positions of the Constitution of the United States, 
with all the patriotic and conservative influence 
which has followed them, would have been lost to 
the world. In what respects the present condition 
of our country would then have been diiferent from 
what it is, how far those principles and measures 
which he opposed would have triiunphed, and to 
how great a degree the adoption of the vipws and 
policy which he advocated would have foiled, it may 
not be easy to tell. No one will deny that a great 
loss woiiM have been experienced to literature, to 
law, and the science of ciyd govemment. This, 
however, was prevented by the providential sickli- 
ness of his youth, and the discretion of his parents. 
Truly — 

"Tliere's a diviuHy thai shapes our ends, 
RoDghhflw them how we will." 

At the time little Daniel was old enough to com- 
mence sitting al the feet of some Gamaliel, it so 
happened that no " schoolmaster was abroad " in 
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Salisbury, the town ia which Mr. Webster resided, 
contained three school houses, scattered at a distance 
of several miles from each other. In tlicse, how- 
ever, school was not kept all the year. A teacher 
was employed by the town, who tawght a tliird of a 
year in each of them ; so that the opportunity of 
editcation was somewhat migratory. These school 
houses were of a rude, unfinishecl, log-house char- 
acter, erected for use, and not for show. By this 
tinie tbey have all passed away, leaving not a trace 
behind. 

When the term arrived for the school house in 
Mr. Webster's district to be opened, it was easy for 
Daniel to attend ; hut when the school wiis kej>t in 
the other districts, the young lad did not stay at 
home. With basket, or tin paii, containing bis din- 
ner, he trudged away, mile after mile, over hill and 
dale, and through comparatively unfrequented roads, 
to school, and returned again at night. So highly 
did his parents value education, that they were will- 
ing to subject their children to great inconvenience 
for its attainment. It is no uncommon thing for 
both children and parents, in large cities, to indulge 
in complaints, if the school house happens to be sit- 
uated a half mile from their residence, although 
there are good sidewalks all the way. One might 
infer, from the tone of their remarks, that they con- 
sidered the sending of their children to school a 
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favor to the teacher or the school committee, instead 
of a ptivilege to thembelvea, and that theietoie they 
iieie justified in iheir complaints of its distance. 
It would be well foi such to remember the lucon 
vemences which were endured by their toiefatheis, 
m obtaining vihat at hest was only a "little school 
ing," and contia^t their long and diearj ■nalks, ovei 
poor loads, in all kinds of weather, their miseiable 
school hoiiaea, and ofttimes then equally misciahle 
teaching, with tin convenient and well fuini-hed 
schools, and the excellent instruction of the piesent 
day The number is not small of those, who, if 
they were subjected to the embaiiassments which 
the feeble )oung Web*tei wa« obhged to suimoiint, 
would be discomaged, ani fjuit bv the way 

The next teacbei to whom young W ebater was 
sent was James Tappan Thia gentleman is still 
liung, and la neiily ninety jears of age He re 
sides in Gloucestei * Altliough there hid been a 
&epaiation between master and pupil foi many jeiia, 
jet they each retained a distinct lecolleition of each 
other That tiie master should remembei the 
pupil, especially when his subsequent histoiy was 
radiant with glory, and that he should continue to 
follow his cireei with something ot paternal pride, 
la not remarkable, but that the scholar should ic- 
lam a diotinct nnpie-.aion ft the inst iri-.tiuctois ol 
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liis childlioo)3, ot then chancteis and quahficitions 
for their oftiee and that thit impres'iiou shouid not 
be eriaed duung a long seues of Je^^s filled up 
tvith cca'.eless attention to national carea, and the re- 
ception of popiiHr glon nny justly e\ute suipiise 
In 1851, Mr Tappaii, nho was in reduced cir- 
cumstances, took the hbeity of addiessing' a letter 
to his old pupil ID nliich lie refeired to 1 is lecol 
lections cf their furmei lelation This drew irom 
Mr Webstet the following leplr, "> which there is 
1 1 eniitilu! hieiidin^ of fhp opniimeiits of fricndsl ip 
and piety : — 

" "WisiuNGTON", Febj/uaiy 26, I86I. 
" Masteh Tappan : I thank you for your let- 
ter, and am rejoiced to know that j-ou are among 
the living. I remember you perfectly well, as a 
teacher of my infant years. I suppose my mother 
must liavc taught me to read very early, as I have 
never been able to recollect the time when I could 
not read the Bible. I think Master Chase was my 
eai'licst schoolmaster, probably when I was three or 
four years old. Thea came Master Tappan. Tou 
.oarded at our house, and sometimes, 1 think, in 
the family of Mr. Benjamin Sanborn, our neighbor, 
the lame man. Most of those whom you knew in 
New Salisbuiy have gone to their graves. Mr. John 
Sanborn, the son of Benjamin, is yet living, and is 
about your a^e. Mr. John Colby, who nmrried my 
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eldest sister, Susan iiali, is also living. On the 
'North Road' is Mr. Benjamin Pettingil. I tiiiiik 
of none else among the living whom you would 
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moment. 

" I tliaiik you again, my good okl schoolmaster, 
for your kind letter, whicli has awakened many 
sleeping recoOections ; and, with all good wishes, 
1 remain yoiir friend and pupil, 

"Daniel Wf.bsteh. 

"Mr. Jaiie3 Tappa^-." 

The Christiaa aympatliy and consolation which 
this letter contained were rendered doubly grateful 
to the old gentleman by a fifty dollar ban! bill 
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wlu<;h it contaLned ; * for Mr. Webater was not of 
the tiiitnber of those who profess synipatliy and 
withhold rehef, who say, "Depart in peace ; be ye 
warmed aiid filled ; notwithstandiug they give them 
not those things which are needful to the body." 
lie added to his professions of regard a tangible 

Master Tappan took great delight in talking of 
his distinguished pupil. On this, if on no other 
subject, he became enthusiastic. A gentleman, who 
ill 1851 met him on the piazza of the Pariliou, 
gives the following account of him : " Master Tap- 
pan is now in his eighty-sixth year, somewhat infirm, 
but with liis intellectual faculties bi'ight and vivid, 
especially on the subject of his old pupil, whom he 
esteems the foremost man of his times, and in whose 
fame he takes a justifiable pride. 

" ' Daniel was always the brightest boy iu the 
school,' said Master Tappan, ' and Ezekiel the next ; 
but Daniel was much quicker at hia studies than hia 
brother. He would learn more in five minutes than 
any other boy in five hours.' 

" It was Master Tappan 's practice to hold out oc- 
casionally some reward, in oi'der to stimulate his 

* Hon. Edward Everelt alales, in a nole to bis Memoir of Dan- 
iel Webster, lliat a knowlsdgo of lliis fact was oblaiiied from a 
paper, — Iho Gloucesler News, — lo whicb il was probably com- 
miiDica'ed by Mr, Tappan, 
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. lii ihe above 
irolegi, at a cer- 
3, aad bore away 
le, ' I remember 
life to the schol- 
;oiiiiTiit to mem- 

ia tlie Bible, hy 
Many of the 

Daniel's turn to 
ed so much that, 
sixty or seTenty 
s telling me that 
: be had learBcd. 

Id his father \w 
he did not send 
both Daniel and Ezekiel to college. The old man 
said he couldn't well afford it ; but I told him he 
must, and he finally did. And didn't they both 
justify my good opinion 1 Well, gentlemen, I am 
au old man, and too much given to talk, perhaps. 
Well, good by. Beautiful place tbis ! Beautiful 
sea view ; and the air, how soft and lefreshing ! 
But I must leave it all soon, gentlemen. I have 
l^een suffering from the asthma for fifteen years, and 
it is now worse than ever. God is culling us all 
home, some sooner, some later ; for me it must 
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needs be soon. But good bj-. Enjoy yoiirsclvea 
in this defightful air. Good hy ! ' And the old 
gentleman totte ed awaj, aftti i moaoloniie al- 
most verl'atim such a& I have lecoided It seems 
to be the one iiinny spot in hi-, old ige, to 
talk of his old pupil, and to expatiate on bis gteit- 
ness as a stiteBman, aa an oiator, and as a Idwjei 
Mastei Tappan alluded to the news in legaid to 
the threatened diftieultj ttith Gieat Britain, on ac- 
couut of the noith eastern fi'^henc, but confidently 
rtmarked ' Diniel will settle it all, so thit we shall 
bold oai own, and haie no tiouble They (.ouldn't 
get along at all at Washington without Danitl The 
eountiy won't get into a sciape while it hi'> tbp 
benefit of bis pilotage , be sure of that ' " 

ThiB enthuBia-tic, complimentaiy language ot the 
old gentleman, whn-h appealed at the time in the 
Boston Evening Transcnpt, was lead to Mi Web- 
ster Beini; in this irnnner lemmded of bi-i eaily 
fiiend agun, thea e\perienciag tlie infiruiilies of 
disease and age, he immediately wrote the toUowin^ 
letter ; — 

'■Boston, July 20, 1852. 

" Master Tappan : I learn with much pleas- 
ure, through the public press, that you continue to 
enjoy life, with mental faculties bright and vivid, 
although you have arrived at a very advanced age. 
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luid (ii'c somcwiiat infirm. I came tn-doy from the 
very spot in which yoii tauglit me ; * and to me a 
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The " renewed tribute of afiectiouato regard," 
alluded to, did not consist so much of the senti- 
ments of the letter, although tliese were peculiarly 
grateful to tlie old geatleman, as of a twenty dollar 
bill which accompanied them. 

The example of Mr. Webster, in giving suijstau- 
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newspoperB, Ihat lliis venorBblc palriEfch lias died, aiid Ibat, in a 
few days afier, liia wife followed Ulm to Ihe narrow house appoini- 
ed for all Ihe living. Uailed in life, lliey were by deaUi noi, long 
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poi-t, wrote a very fuir mid excellent hand, was a 
good reader, and could teach boys, and did teacli 
boys, that wliich so few masters can or will do — to 
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raeaoing, be was lis- 

T.^ en lie was but seven 

a public house, at wbicli 
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d tbere afforded, con- 
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sisted of specimens of reitling bj the young fi rtti 
The teamateis were accustomed as (hey checked 
their ho aca at the dooi of the ihd to ly Come 
let s go in and hear a pailm from Dnn Web'.tei 
The identical bou^e m which thia tavern «aa kept 
IS still atftoding SujsMi Lanman iti his Private 
Life of Mr Weboter mth reference to tl is build 
ing It was only a few months ago wheu Mi Web 
stei bending undei the Height ot ye'^is and a pTia 
fill ilhiesfl sat with the writPi upon its little pf icli 
^nd descanted with streaming eyes upon the vaiious 
events associated with lis boyhoods home 

H(W interesting tl e contiast between little Dan 
■^ebstei leading a p'-olm in tlie tavein for the 
or usemei t uf 1 19 i-u^ie 1 litorg and the same 
Webster more than sisty veil's aftei sitting upon 
the pcich of the same t tein &&ei aatomshing the 
B Olid with his eloquence visiting toreigii couits — 
a sovereign among kings setthng through the skil 
filness ot hii diplcinacy some <f the most difficult 
questions of intemationil f,oi eiiimeut and after 
attainiig to an eminence immeasuiably highet than 
any official diatmctims in the gilt of the people ' 
Who at that eaily peiiod uider tie influcnie even 
of the wildest flights of fancy w uld 1 ive ventuicd 
to predict that the little puny tijern Bible reader 
uoiild bee >me the renowned jiiri t and stateamin, 
and fill the woild with his fame "^ Wiiit a bi,au(i- 
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ful illu&tiatioa dueb tbie furnt h ol the luHiietice of 
free institutions' They not onh gne to gemm 
room foi growth but assist its development at d 
then furnish a large field for its exercise nith tie 
piomise ot abundant rewaid 

The practice adopted by the elder Webstei, of 
leading aloud from slandaid authois has t highly 
beneficial eftect 4 father who is a good leadei 
can do 11) HP tt make his childien such than any 
teachei can with the time usually demoted to that 
branch of education Cbildien aie winileifnllj im 
itatne Frim their observation of otheia they 
leiiji hon to walk, "peak and act If tliey fn, 
quentlj libttn to good leading tJiey become good 
leaders by meie imitation They catch the t lies 
the cadences the emphases, and the general man 
ner of him to whom they listen It was t^itunate 
for J onng Weii'iter that Ins fathei escellcj in tl is 
difiitult art 

But this IS not the onlj benefit which results fiom 
such piactite It assiats in the cultivation of the 
tiste ot the children It develops befoie them the 
excellences of whatever is lead It awakens an 
attichment to such authors ind in addition to thei 
inttinsic meiits it surrounds thom with the evijr 
pleasing tssoentions of home It also sen es to i nkt 
home attractive and the fanulj circle a '■phere ol 
improvement 
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A father surrounded by his children, and reading 
to them from the Bible, or from some standard uu- 
tlnr, whilst the mother is engaged with her knit- 
ling or sewing, presents a beautiful domestic scene. 
Such scenes were often witnessed at Elms Farm. 
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Social Libraries. — WebaWr's Reading. — The Mill. — Daniel Bl 
the Mill. — His favorite AuthofB. — His Employment fatorablo 
for Reading. — The Constilulion ou Die Handkerchief. — Tba 
Books he chose. — His Amusemenls. — Freezes Ilia Toes. — No 
Pleasure in being scolded. — Obseri-ance of tbe Sabbjtb.— 
DeiLcon True's Boys.- The Infloeuce of Habit, — Websler a 
quick Learner.- Concludaa lo become a Teacber. — Goes to 
an Academy. -Imporlanca of Education, — Webster and the 
Side Saddle.— His Examination.- He cnn't declaim. — Is 
ridiculed. — His two Promotions. 

We liave said that Webster had othei' sources of 
ii!jtru<!tion besides his teachers. Amongst tliese 
were the books to which he had access in liis fatlier's 
bouse, and, after these were exhatisted, was the vil- 
lage Ubrary. The estabhshment of these social 
libraries had been urged upon tbe attention of the 
people by Dr. Belknap, who, in his History of New 
Hampsbire, says, the establishment of social hbra- 
ries " is the easiest, the cheapest, and the most efl'ect- 
ual mode of diffusing knowledge among the people. 
For the sum of sis or eight dollars at once, and a 
small annual payment hesides, a man may be sup- 
plied with the means of literary improvement during 
his life, and bis children may inherit the blessing." 
riiis hint commended itself to Mr. Webster, and 
i!' 
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other gentlemen of Salisbury, among wiioin were 
the clergyman and tiie lawyer of the place, who, nt 
a suitable time, acted upon the suggestion, and. es- 
tablished a small library. Here young Webster was 
able to obtain the means of gratifying his love cf 
reading. Among the books which he perused \vith 
interest were tlie Spectator, Pope's works, and va- 
rious biograpliies and travels. 

Near the I'esidoace of Mr. Webster was a deep, 
dark dell, eoyered on either side with lofty trees and 
overhanging bushes, nt the bottom of which flowed 
a rapid, noisy stream, which was christened with the 
rather unpoetic name of Punch Brook. In this 
secluded place tJie father of Daniel erected a saw- 
miU. As lumber of difiereiit sizes was wajited for 
building and vaiioiis otlier purposes, Mr. Webster's 
mill was in gieat demand, and proved to him a 
source of considerable income. Colonel Webster, 
as Daniel's father was called, was anxious to form 
in his children habits of industi'y. Although he did 
not prohibit play, he eojoiaed work. He often took 
Daniel, when a small boy, to the mill with him. 
Being quick to learn, and willing to practise what 
he knew, the little fellow was soon able to render 
himself quite useful to his father in the capacity 
of mill boy. He understood how to set the laige 
saw, how to raise the gate, set the machinery in 
motion, and then, how to attend to the ojje'ratin>; 
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uitil t' e I ng log was saned through its whole 
cr^tt llie sawing of a log ouee thioagh occupied 
about fifteen n mutes It then hid to le readjusted 
tor the next operation Whil t tl e f.aw nas pT s 
iBg through the trnibei the httle raiil bo^ wt. not 
oc upied Viitli knife and stitk whittling awij his 
time neithei did he stiud m liattess mdcleuce 
loolting on tl ob&eive how slow ly or liow rapidly 
tie sin itnde progiess, but ^nlh bool m hand he 
Wis ponng ovei t!ie best thoughts of the best -xn 
thora He was cultivating hi* taste and gatheiiag 
instruction and intellectual stiimilus fiom the pa^es 
of such men as Steele Addi on Pope ^hakspeare 
or other valuable writers There) in that old siw 
mill Buiiounded by fire^ts lu the midst of gieat 
noise which such a mill niakea and this too \iith 
out materially neglecting hia task he made himaelf 
familial with the most remiikable events lecoided 
by the i>eii of history and ttitb the lives ind chai 
act IS of the most celebiated persona whj bad h^ed 
111 the tides of time He hia nevei forgotten tthit 
he read theie 'so tenacious is his memory, that he 
cin lecite long passages fiom the Id books winch 
he leid theie and his si-aicely looked at since 
ihe sohtude of the scene the alsence ol e\eij 
thing to divert his attention tl e sirophcitj ot hia 
occupation the taciturn and thougl tful mannei of 
bis fat'iei all favored the pioccss of tiansplaiitiii|j; 
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BVBTj idea found iii those books to his fresh, fruit- 
ful, and vigoroua mind. I liave notmnde a visit to 
any of the sceuea of Mr. Webster's boyhood more 
interesting than to this old mill." * 

It will be appropriate to relate, in this eomiection, 
another fact, for wliich we have the authority of Mr. 
Webster himself. In bis conversation respecting liio 
teacher Hoyt, a part of wliich is given on a preced- 
ing page, he anid, "Hoyt also kept a little shop, 
for the sale of various commodities, in the house 
exactly over the way from this. I do not know 
how old I was, but I remember having gone into 
his shop one day, and bought a small, cotton pocket 
handkercliief, with tJie Constitution of tJie United 
States printed on its two sides. From this I first 
learned either that there was a Constitution or that 
there were United States. I remember to have read 
if, and have known more or less of it ever since. 
William Hoyt and bis wife lie buried in the grave- 
yard under our eye, on my form, near the graves 
of my own family. He left no children. 1 sup- 
pose that this little handkerchief was purchased 
about tlie time that I was eight years old, as I re- 
member listening to the conversation of my father 
and Mr, Thompson upon political events which 
happened in the year 1T90." Another account 

' Lifa and Momorial of Daniel Websler, 
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slates that lie paid for that handkerchief all the 
inoney he had in his pocket, which amounted to 
tweHty-flve cents, and that the evening of that day 
was wholly employed in the careful perusal and 
study of that novel document, while seated by tbe 
fireside in company with his father and mothei'. 
What an interesting memento that handkei'cliief 
would now be, if it could any where be found ! 

In the character of the reading which this young 
lad selected) we'see the direction of his mind ; and, 
as we review his subsequent career, we may discover 
something of the effects which his early reuding 
produced upon hia mental habits and tastes. It 
may, perhaps, have been a fortunate circumstance 
for him that, at that time, there was no " juvenile 
literature." He was therefore obliged, if he read 
at all, to peruse works of a higher character, by 
means of which his mental powers were tasked and 
greatly strengthened. He was one of tlie very few 
who, at an early age, are capable of being interest- 
ed in the master spirits of literature. Many lads, 
if placed in his condition, would have spent their 
tine in idleness. They have not the mental calibre 
for understanding, and perusing with interest, those 
works which gave him delight. For such children 
juvenile works furnish the appropriate nutriment. 
They can endure nothing stronger than intellectual 
miJk at an age when Webster was digesting strong 
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Care "liouW be e^eici-ed lest lljoj coiilmue 
e ot eucli milk too long So imnieious di 
ind attiactive are the juvenile books nliiL,h 
eie constantly falling from the pi ess, that some mdi- 
viiJuils mike them t leir exclusive reading who 
ought to have advanced tii bejoad thera, and m\d^ 
themselves aci{uiinted with the moat eminent lu 
lliois Let aiich be rebuked hv the example of the 
little mill boj of Elmsraim 

Let it not, liowever, Le supposed tint V ehitei 
m this early peiiod of his hfe, v^a^ a itiUi^e I ii 
from it. He loved healthy, out-door spoits, as well 
aa other children. In uutting, squirrel hunting, 
fishing, and, when old enough, in gunning, he took 
as much pleasure aa others. 

In bis early years. New Hampshire was distin- 
guished for deep snows and long winters. These 
gave opportunity to Daniel to indulge in sports of 
another character — skating on the ponds, coasting 
down hill, or rolling halls, and making snow men 
and snow bouses. Sometimes, so great would be 
the quantity of snow as to cover up all the rocks 
and fences, and make a smooth inclined plaaie from 
the top of the hill to the sliore of the Merrimac, 
in the vicinity, down which he would coast with the 
swiftness of the wind, and be carried by his accel- 
erated force nearly across tlie frozen river. On the 
coldest days, our little hero is ight be seen wading 
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tliroQgL the deep drifts, and crossing tlie frozen 
brooks, dragging after liim his sled, that with neigli- 
boriag boya he might engage in the healthful escite- 
laent of this invigorating: sport. On one occasion, 
so interested had he become in thb amusement, and 
so unmindful of the seyei-ity of the cold, thot he 
froze the toes of both bis feet, and, as a penalty for 
bis indiscretion, was confined to his bouse several 
days, until his chilblains were healed. 

Like other boys, he would sometimes yield to the 
temptations of this sport, until it made him late at 
school, wben he was sure to be reprimanded by his 
fatlier. Tiiis led Jiim to say, " there was great fun 
in sliding down hill, but tliere was not much fun in 
heai'ing liis father scold, when he staid out of 
school to enjoy it." The young should regard it 
as a settled fact, that there can be no true enjoy- 
ment ill going contrary to a parent's wishes. 

The effect of these out-door, exhilai'ating exercises 
was to increase the robustness and strength of the 
puny boy. 

As the parents of Webster were religious people, 
tliey taught their children to observe the Sabbath. 
All toys and sports were liud aside, and. the day 
reverently spent in a manner that hai'monized with 
tlie object of its appointment. Although the meet- 
ing house was four miles from their I'esidcnce, yet 
fill-. Webster insisted upon Jiis children's atttndauce. 
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DEACOS TRDC'S BOYS. 47 

To this Daiiiel demurred, because he was obliged Lo 
walk tbe whole distance. There was on the road a 
family by the name of True, who lived at an equal 
distance (of about two miles) from the Websters 
and the church, and in which there were some boys, 
playfellows of Daniel, with whom he had many a 
" good time." When, therefore, Dan complained 
that he was compelled to walk so far to meeting, 
his fiithei- replied, — - 

"I see Deacon True's boys there every Sunday 
regularly, and have never heai'd of their complain- 
ing." 

Daniel at once saw that the cases were not par- 
allel, and immediately said, — 

" Ah, yea ! tlie deacon's boys lire half wny there, 
and of course liave only half as far to walk," 

" Weil," rejoined his fatlier, " you may get up 
ill the morning, dress yourself, and run up to Dea- 
con True's, and go with them ; then you will have 
no farther to walk than tliey do." 

This reply, in which there was a vein of kindness 
and good humor, was to the lad perfectly satisfac- 
tory. It required no self-denial to run up to Dea- 
con True's and meet his playfellows, and with their 
company, the walk to the church could not he oth- 
erwise than pleasant. After this, tlierefore, on every 
Sabbath when tlie weather would permit, Daniel 
was found in hie place at church, notwithstanding 
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48 WEBSTER EDOOATED FOR A TEACHER. 

[lie foul" long miles. Elia father's wisdom, in ren- 
dering Jiis way easy, assisted him in fonning the 
habit of constant attendance upon public worsliip. 
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GOES TO ruiLLips ACADEur. 49 



given Darnel some leesoDS in. the Latin Grammsr. 
The ease with which he committed these lessons to 
memoiy, Eind his general tjuiekness of apprehension, 
induced Mr, Thompson to advise his father to send 
him to an academy, for the purpose of qsahfying 
him as a schoohnaster. Tlie mother was pleased 
■with the suggestion, and urged its adoption. His 
brother Joseph, who was then of agOj also favored 
it. He jocosely assigned as a reason, that, " as Dan 
bad not such bright natural talents as his brothers 
and sisters, a little education would perhaps maite 
up the deficiency." The father consented. He 
supposed tliat, according to the customs of tlie times, 
his son would teach school in the winter, and work 
on tlie farm, if his health allowed, in (he summer- 
As this course had been found profitable by some 
of the families in town, he inferred that it would 
result in no loss to liis own. He therefore gave 
consent, little dreaming of the important results 
which were destined to flow from his decision. 

At that time no. academical institution stood 
higher in New England than Phillips Academy, 
in Exeter. It had been handsomely endowed by 
John Phillips, LL, D., after whom it was named, 
whose donations and bequests to it amoiuited to a 
hundred and fifty thousand dollai-s. This lai'ge sum 
made it independent of the income which might he 
received for tuition from the pupils. To this insti- 
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50 PATETOTIC I 

tuti 11 Cil iiel tteUstei determined to send Dimcl 
It WIS a moat ttrt mate ciioum stance for t\e ii'Jing 
republii, of the United ^tate th^t immediately after 
t!io war for independence the attenlioii if the peo 
pit, nas di ecte 1 m diffeieut parts of the courtly 
with injie than usual inteie t to educational iftaus 
^ ich WIS the gemua ot the new mstitutiona to ■nhich 
th I independence ^ave rise and so ^\s&t was the 
c ntrolling poiiei of the people in political affairs 
thiough the elective frantl ["^e that it wa« appaient 
tt ill leflLCtmg pel ns that geneial intelligence 
miong the masses of the people was es.eDtial to the 
liealthfil «iiliug and the perpetuity of the new 
foims of goveiiiment Not onh tl erefore di ! state 
iegislatui es, and the rauuioipal oflieeis of the various 
towns, give specnl consideration to educational mat- 
ters, but wealthy gentlemen, under the influence of 
liatriotism, contiibuted fieely of their own puvate 
fimds for the endowment of schools and colleges 
As, in many respects, the system of government in 
the United 'States was unlike any other that then 
existed, 01 hid e\ er been know n to exist, — as it n as 
au experiment, on a magnificent scale, of the capa- 
bilities of a nation for self-government, u d p 
hai lavis, — it was essential for the sue f h 

experiment that a class of men should b d up 

who would be nble to take correct and nj 1 e 
sive views ol all parts of the complicated m I n y 
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AN IMl'OItTANT DAV. 51 

who should unflerstaod all the relations and inter 
eats of the country as a whole, and of the individual 
states of which it was composed, and then be ahle 
cleai'ly to unfold theai to otliers. For this purpose 
schools of an elevated character were required, in 
order to discover thee who possessed the mtnnl 
talents for this woilt, and thea, by appiopnafe cul- 
ture, to fit them for the exeicise of then talents, in 
those departments of influence, whethei il the bar, 
on the bene)], or in halls of legislation, where they 
would render the greiteat atnoinit of seryice to their 
country. Such an in&titution was Esetei Academy 
It has had the honor ot assisting in the education. 
of many who have risen to high di-tiaction in the 
various professions, and who ha^e wielded a vast in- 
fluence over the destinies of tlieir country Dr 
Phillips, by its endowment, jendeied esstntial ser- 
vice to the inteiests of the new republic To this 
school young Wehstei was '.cut 

The 24th of May, 1796, was an impoitnnt dav \t 
Elms Farm. There had been nioie than ii^ua! bui- 
tie in the house, clothes weie collected, bundles 
tied; children weie mnning to and fro, asking ques- 
tions and making all Kinds of lemaiks — the reason 
of which was, Daniel was getting leadj to leave for 
the academy. A& Mi Webster bad no chaise, or 
other light carriige idipted to the jomne}, it was 
lo be made on horseback. It so happened that one 
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SI A PARTING SCENE. 

ot the neighbors nas tlisirous of sending i hoj^^c 
and side saddle to tin, ¥t.rj town nhtio tho acadcraj 
was situated, toi some lemale ftiend theie, to ride 
ba*,k to Sah-bury It was agreed th^t this horse 
should be nscd by the joung student Whiin the 
tune ot depaitme anived, the two lioises neie 
brought to the dooi, and Daniel, who wis dn,"ed 
m a new suit of homespun mitenala, was Iittcd upon 
the one intended foi Lim Imagine the scene ' 
The aflectionate mothei, who has oil along had a 
presentiment of Dimel's gteatnees, stands at the 
dooi, with mingled e\pres«ions of sohiitude aiidjoy 
depicted upon hei countenance she has given abun- 
dant good ad*ice, and sealed it with nrt i few burn- 
ing kiaseo Aiouiid lire the othei children iiid 
members tf the tamilj, some holding the hoiais, 
others adjusting the bundles, nnd all abaiidomag 
their mirthfulness, and becoming moie seriou? js 
the moment of departuie arrive-, Tie list shake 
of the hand and fuewell kiss ait, gi^cn, and the 
two tiavelleia set out on thui journej, — httle Dan 
being peiched «poii the lady s side sdddle, wlieie he 
was destined to become beloie night, more fatigued 
than he hid ever been betoie 4fter a romantic, 
but titesome ride, along the banks of rivers thiough 
valleys, and imid lofty hdls ind mountains, on the 
third day thej aiiived at Exeter A boarding phee 
was obtiined for Daniel in the family of Mr Clif- 
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WEBSTEE BEFOBF, T)R. ABBOTT. 53 

fiiii! With nJioni 111? father had '.ome acquaintance 
The (ky iftci then am;!! he «a8 t^keLi to the 
acidemy Benjimm Abbott, LL D , was the pria- 
cipal He was a gentleman of the old school, and 
felt it important to mflintain gieat dignity and a 
legard to foini, in the admiaiatration of the school 
All official duties weie perfoimed with pompous eei 
emou> When Colonel Weh^tei stated the object 
of his visit to the doctoi, who was seated in a large 
hall connected with the academy, that important 
personage placed upon liis head a cocked Int, in 
ordei to make a '.uitable impiession upon tlie lad, 
and then said, — 

"Well, sir, let tbe young gentleman be piesented 

The slendei -looking boy modestly came forward 
and though eveiy thing was new ind strange he 
submitted to his eximimtion with greit selfpos 

"flbat I', jour igL ■» " allied the leiierihle 
teacher. 

"Fourteen," was the reply. 

" Take tliis Bible, my lad, and read the twenty- 
second chapter of Luke," at tlie same time pointing 
it out to him. 

This chapter contains an account of the institu- 
tion of the Lord's supper, Christ's sufferings in 
Gethsemane, the betrayal, the seizure, and the ex- 
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PERSEVERANCE COMMENDED. 55 

tolerable progress in most branches which I attendee! 
to while in tliis school ; but there was one thing I 
could not do — I could not make a declamation ; I 
could not speik before the school. The kind and 
ex(-ellent Biicknini''tei sought especially to persuade 
me to perfoiin the exeici^e of declamation, like oth- 
ei boys but I could not do it. Many a piece did 
I commit to memoiy ind recite and reheai-se in my 
own loom ovei and ovei again ; yet wben the day 
came when tbc scbotl collected to hear the decla- 
mation when my nime wis called, aed I saw ail 
eyes turned to Diy se^t I could not raise myself 
fiom it 'Sometimes the instructors frowned, some- 
times ihej smiled Mr Buckrainster always pressed 
and entieiied mrist winningly that I would venture 
— venture only once but I never conld command 
sufficient resolution 

From any othei witness, this would appear almost 
inei edible It is difficult to coiiceive how one wbo 
has been "O !iif,hly distinguished for self-reliance and. 
moial rourage, as Mi Webster, should have been 
so singularly defaiient m these trails when young 
It ni3 atttihutable probably, in a great deg?ee^to 
his physical debihfj He subsequently surmounted 
It, and as we '*hali see became in college one of 
the injst populai spe^kelB What encouragement 
does this turniah for the yiung to set themselves 
3 work to surmount any difBcidty that 
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THE student's PROMOTION- 



pie^ents then advancement ' By frequent iLpLtitLtii, 
liy firm lesoliition, they loiy oveieome emlnii iss- 
ments winch would otlieiwiae pioie fatal to tbeir 
success Nothiug can len t n deteiii med spiiit 

When ^ebstei fii&t euteied tin, Phdliii ^cndemy, 
he iiaa made, in consequence of liis unpolished, 
countrj hke appearnnce, and becaii'se he i o^ placed 
It the foot of the chss the hutt of ndifule bj some 
of the scholars TJii-i treatment touched Lis keen 
scnsibihtj, and he spoke of it with legret to his 
friends wh(,re he boarded The) mfoimed him thit 
the place assigned him m the class w is according to 
the standing legulations of the school, and that by 
dihgence he might jise aboye it The* al=o idvi-ed 
him to tnke no notice of the laughtei of the city 
boys, foi after a while they ■nould hecotne weary of 
It, and would ceaio. The assiatant tutor, Mi Em 
eiy, was informed of the tieatment which Webster 
leceived He theiefoie tieated hira with sp^'ciil 
considei ition, toid him to caie foi Bothing but his 
bofk9, and piCdicted that all would end well This 
kindness hid the desired effect Webstei applied 
hniiself with inciea-ed diligence and with signal 
success He soon met with his jew*ird, whiUi mode 
those who had laughed at him hang their heads with 
shame At the end ot the fiiot quaitei the asslBt^nt 
tutoi calltd up the class in then usual ordei , Jie 
then 1 like 1 to the f ot i f the c!a':i took Webster 



HIS SECOND PROMOTIOM. 37 

by the anil, and marched him, in front of the class, 
to the head, where, as he placed him, he said, 
" Tliere, sir, that is your proper place." This prac- 
tical rebuke made those who had delighted to ridi- 
cule the country boy, feel mortified and chagrined. 
He had outstripped them. Tbia incident greatly 
stimulated the successful student. He applied him- 
self with his accustomed industry, and looked for- 
ward with some degree of solicifude to the end of 
the second term, to see whetlier he \Fould be able 
to retain his relative rank in the class. Weeks 
slowly passed away ; the end of the term arrived, 
and the class was again summoned to be newly ar- 
ranged, according to their scholarship and deport- 
ment, as evinced during the preceding term, "Whilst 
they were all standing in silence aod suspense, Mr. 
Emery, their teacher, said, fixing his eye at the 
same time upon the country boy, " Daniel Webster, 
gather up your books and take down your cap." 
Not understanding the design of such an order, 
Daniel complied with troubled feelings. He knew 
not but that he was about to be expelled fiom school 
for his duhiess. His teacher perceived the expres- 
sion of sadness upon his countenance, but soon dis- 
pelled it by saying, " Now, sir, you will please pass 
into another room, and join a Mgliei' class : and you, 
young gentlemen," addressing the other scholars, 
'' will take an affectionate leave of your classmate, 
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5S WHO WERE THE CITY BOrS 1 

f 1 T/ou ml! nevci set 7a i agai t ' 4a if 1 had 
bail riis luetic lad wliom vou Inse mide the 
but! of nJaule his alrtadj so far outstuppel you 
in hi^ studies that fiom your standpoint lie is 
dwiifed iQ the distance and will soin b out of 
'^ight entirelj He has developed a capacity fot 
=tudy which mil pievent jou from evei sertakmg 
him As a classmate jou will neier see him ngaiii ' 
It would be interesting to know who those city 
boys were, who made the young rustic an object of 
sport. What have they come to ? — what have they 
accomplished! — who has heaidofthe tame of their 
attainmeuta ' SchoHis sbould he careful hun they 
laugh at a clasniaate because of bis unpohalied man- 
ners or coarse raiment Undei that lough estenoi 
may be concealed talenta that will move a nation 
and dazzle ■» woild, when they ii their turn might 
justlj be made a laughing stock, tn account ot thtir 
inefticiency 
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CHAPTEl! IV. 

A Sleigh RIJe. — Affeclmglnddenl. — BeiiefiEsofKnoH'ledgB.— 
Atlrioe to Youlli. — ASuppoBilion. — WebslerleorDS rapidly.— 
His mode of Eolaliation, — A day for Pigeon sliooiing. — Iii- 
duslrlotis Boy. — Hia Habils broken _ BHslerad Hands. — Goes 
a Berrying. — An amosing Incidenl. — Poorly filtsd for Col- 
[ege. — Importance of a good Preparation for College. — False 
Posilion.- Webster's Ride to Hanover. — Great Fresliot. — 
Appears before the Faeully for Esaminalion. — Bine Dan.— 
Passes ilie Ordeal safely.- Enters Cotlcge at !he agfl of 
Fiiloeii. 

Aftek I anLg E'lUei Ac=ideniv Tl'cbiter in 
plicelundei the care if Rev Samuel Wcods D D 
of Boscawen Tina change was probibly nnde tor 
economical leusons ai Dr Woods gT.ie instruction 
and bonrd to Jads foi onlj one dollar pei weel 
nluch was le s than the e\pen=ea at Exetei He 
was now in his fifteenth veai wttli i fur Iminlei^gp 
of the English branches and a con iderahle -jc 
qiaintance with the Litin 

On hia ni3 to Dr ^^oodsa in inteie'fling laci 
dent occiiued of which Mi Webstei hmistlf h^s 
given the account It seens that his lither tli jii^h 
the kind suggLStion? of otheia ivho had discneicd 
the Himte poweisof Diniel had come toll e '■oncla 
fitoo to send him to college But this determimlion 
he d-d not ie\ei! to his son till he w-tt, on t! e waj 
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60 AN IMPOUTANT ANNOUNCEJIEHT. 

tn Di \\ocd'-= TliL inn luncemeiit Ueeplj dll et- 

It was m the depth of winter Tbe giound was 
covered with deep iiiow Webster and his fither 
wete travelling in a Now England sleigh, common 
ly called a 2?Kng- A«i they weie ast^ending a hill Mr 
Webstei told Daniel th-it he was going to srnd Iiim 
to college This sudden and unexpected announce- 
ment overcame the lad This was an honor to 
which, m his most ambitious momenta, lie h^d never 
aspired To be " college leirned," m thoic days, 
was 1 pissport to the most mtelhgent and refined 
society It was leg^idpd aa a preparation for any 
of the professions It at once give an individual a 
rcBpectnble poaition in society , and whilst it devel- 
oped all the capacities which he possessed, it was 
suppoaed to impait otheis, ot which he was pre\i- 
ou-ly destitute The relative position of a college 
gnduatp, at that time, was fai higliei in the commu- 
nity th^n now, when then nurabei la so greatly in- 
ci eased 

A lad ot fourteen, who hid been acr[uainted with 
but very few who had been favored with i ccllegiate 
education, and who legaided them with a lenention 
aho*e that which he cherished towards othei men, 
could not ha\e been otheiwise than deeply moved at 
such a comlnunlc^tlOn To use his own Innguage, 
" I could not speak How could mj fathi r, w ith so 
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Inige a fiiiiilj iii(! in sm h niiioiv ciri.umatanct=, 
lliiiik of inclining so great an expense ioi me ' 4 
inn glow rin all over me, -mi I laid my litad on 
uj fathn\ shoulder, and wept" He \vept fiom ev 
cess of joy' How different weie liis feelings from 
tho~e ot luiny at the present day, who, when llie 
pii\ilege ot a collegnte couise nt education is of- 
ttred them, regard the proposition as a gieat afflic 
tion, and cry from soiiow ' They are imwilting to 
nvnil themselves of benefits which otheia would 
liighlj vilue Thej do not ippieciite them, t!iL 
golden opportumtj they thiow iway, and proba 
blv at some future period, when it is too Hte to 
lepiir the disaster, they will deeply ngitt then 
foilj 

If this book should fall into the hands c f any such 
youth, wo would say to tliom, Look foiwtrd to the 
future Remember, you will not always be boys 
You are in a few years to take joui phce among&t 
men, and m order to be qualified to exeit much in- 
fluence over them, vou must be educated You 
aio now pliced in an en>nble position , bv lightly 
improving joui adt'mt^ges, you will qualifj youi- 
selve? to occupy importint stations , you will be fit- 
ted to moie, jud to feci at home, in the mo=t inteJ 
ligent circles Youi opinions will be lespected, 
thej will ha^eweight with other" Youi adsiee will 
be nought 111 impoitant mitters TouwiRbe lotkci! 
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O GET KliOWLEDGE. 

to lo fill places of trust and responsibility, Yoti 
will lionor yourselves and your fumjlies. And it is 
not impossible for you to attain to liigh clistinction in 
any of the learned professions, or to reacli some of 
tlie most honorable and responsible positions in the 
state or national governments. Who would have 
snpposed that, when that puny lad from tlie back- 
woods of New Hampshire was made an object of 
ridicule by the " city boys," that he would ever 
reach the exalted stations he did, and after filling the 
world with the splendor of his eloqnenee and states- 
manship, would be followed to tbe grave by the re- 
grets of millions 1 It is no more unlikely, now, that 
you may acquire distinction, than it was in his case, 
when he was of your age. But suppose that he had 
disliked study ; suppose that, when his father, as 
they were ascending that hill in a cold winter's day, 
informed him that he might go to college, he had 
expressed an unwillingness, and had dissuaded his 
father from his purpose ; what would Daniel Webster 
have been now t He might possibly, by the force 
of his natural talents, have excelled in any kind of 
business to which he would have devoted himself; 
but is it probable that he would ever have been a 
senator of tbe United States, or a member of Ihe 
president's cabinet 1 Indeed, on one occasion, — 
as we shall presently relate, — his own father assigns 
aa a reason why Ae was not elected a member of 
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" But I have not done yet," said Webster ; " I can 
give you another hundred lines, and anothei' hundred 
beyond that ; I can give you Jive hundred ; Icon re- 
die to tlie end of the twelfth hook." The teacher 
was amazed ; he had not time to hear so much ; 
his breakfest had for some time beea waiting for 
him, and be was impatient to be at it. Tins was 
what Webster bad anticipated, and wheie he had 
inteuded to tax the old gentleman. He was detei- 
inined to retaia him so long in hearing his lecitatioa 
as to make him have a late breakfast , but tbe 
teacher would not wait : after praising his pupil for 
his industry, he asked to be excused from h-tening to 
him any longer, and said, " You may have tbe whole 
da>, Dan, foi pigeon shootmg " Dan rambled to 
his heart's conttnt that dv,, without any compunc- 
tions of conscience, or any fear of rebukes from the 
doctor 

How much bettei that mode of retaliaticn was 
tbiu for hnn to Inve thrown nside bis books in a fit 
of passion, and played the dunce for a few days ! 
In that case the punishment would have been ex- 
exclusively his own 

Pnor to the time that Dimel left home, in order 
to pursue his studies, he w^s industrious to the ex- 
tent of hi'5 physiGiI stiength He assisted his father 
at the mill , lie worked with the men in the fields 
drning tbe borae in ploughing, pitching hay, or rim- 
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I ]p ami tion ail i =sitv no i ot til mens- 
uied by tl e t-uAy piogiees of the thfuglilk s or 
languid children of pioip"!!!* >!ent to scIk dI finm 
Use time tiiey lie ihle 'o go alone, ind ciriied tloiig 
b^ routine and diaciphi e fioti yeii tj yeir m tie 
iinjontj of cnses Hithcut sliong pergonal mot i s 
to diligence 

Thii limited degiee ot preparation foi cillbge 
studies flis to Webster a great disadvantage It 
subjected hira ti embaiitnameiifi diirmg his whole 
course Jiou nhich bia classmates derived ^d^aJltage 
He often spoke of it, iii subsequent years with 
I egret 

It IS T g^e^t tnistnke iQ ^oung men to imagine 
they b^ve gai led i ^ eoi when they entei college 
|oorly fitted bj wliitli means they are able to giid 
uate 1 )ear cailier tfian they otheiwiae would have 
done T!iev lo^e la scholarship what they gain m 



A joiing man nhoconmences i colleg*, coui?e 
pooilj qualified meets ofttime? with difiiculties which 
thong' iTisiij.eiable to Inm his classmates easily sur 
mount Tl is places him in a somewhat ftJae po=i 
tion especially if such difficulties frequently occur 
foi It gives him the appeaiance of possessing less 
intellectual poivei or a<.umen tbin the others when 
such 13 not the ca e It arises simply from the fact 
that th< subject is com]iiitiieh new to him but, 
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WEBSTEK S JOUllNEY TO HANOVEK. 69 

lon-equence of their Idngei course of piepara- 
! during nhich tlic =aiiie subject was studied and 
IS femiim to then Still the unfortu- 
nate student 19 obh^'ed to go hmping aftei his class, 
witli •» painful leelmg of moitificatton and despond- 
ency , and it be succeed tii obtaining a diplomi it 
i« as much d^ he expects Any particularly boitor- 
ible position is out of the question Yet the same 
mditidual if he had been nell qualified foi entrance, 
might hive led bi^ class in all their studies, and 
graduated witb the highest honors. We commend 
these considerEitioiis to the attention of those who 
are bo impitient to enfer college as to shorten their 
peiiod of preparatun 

Whev the time arnved fir the etidentof Tins 
Farm to \isit Dirtmouth College Rr the puipose 
of being matriculated a neighbor made Irr him i 
new suit of clotbes, — coat, vest, and pantaloons, — 
all of homespun cloth of the deftest hlue. He made 
Ilia journey on horseback, — not this time, however, 
on a side saddle. On his way he was overtaken by 
a violent rain storm, which lasted forty-eight hours, 
created a freshet, bore away the bridges, and sub- 
jected him to the necessity of travelling round the 
country twenty extra miles, in order to find a cross- 
ing-place over tbe streams. When he arrived he 
was completely soaked with tlie rain. The new 
garnient* which he wore seem not to have been 
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CriAPTEK V. 

Wobslor -IS classed low. — He soon rises. — His InduEtry m Col- 
iegc. — Advice to Undergrailuales. — College Temptations.— 
Tbeir Antidote. — WebBier slodies Oralory.— His personal 
Appearance. —Delivers a Fourlh of July Oration.— Great 
Britain's Injuslice in tbo Freocti War.- English Oppres- 
Bions. — Badle of Bonlier Hill. — Declaralion of Indepenil- 
ence. — Wetistor's Address lo Ihe Revolutionary Fftlliers.— 
Remarks upon tlie Oration. — He delivers a funeral Eulogy. — 
MorlBJiiya Principle of Action. —Prepare for the Fulurc— 
Religious Suggestions. 

In consequeuce of lits imperfect preparation for 
collegiBte studies, Webster was obliged to take a 
low place in liis class — it is said, the foot. To a 
mind constituted like bis, that would have been an 
affliction, provided he had gone over the same pre- 
paratory course with the rest of the class. So far 
was this from being the case, that some of the text 
books used in college he had never seen, while otlier 
members of the class were femiliar with them. 
What to liim was the brciVinff of entirely new 
ground was to them i uieie letiacing of old paths, 
which tliey had repeatedly tii\eised before. In the 
Latin" language he was at home This had always 
been to him a favonte study To the Greek he was 
not particularly paitial For mathematics he had 
71 
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72 WEBSTEK'S 






IMINENCE IS COLLEGE. 
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What hi>, babils were iii college ne leiun fiom 
the fo!lov..ng witaesaes. Profesaor ShurtlilF, who 
was in the same class with him, says, " Mr. Webster, 
while ia college, was remarkable for his steady hab- 
its, his intense apjiJlcation to study, and his punctual 
attendance upon all the prescribed exercisas. 1 
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HIS CHARACTER 

know not that he was absent from a recitation, or 
from morning and eyeoing prayers in the diape], or 
from public worship on the Sabbath ; and I doubt if 
ever a sniile was «een upon his face during any re- 
hgious exeicise He was always in his place, and 
with dcconim suited tii it He had no eollision 
mtii any one, noi ippeiied to enter into the cou- 
cerna of otheii, but emphatically mindedMs mem hiisi- 
jtess. But, as steady as the sun, he pursued with in- 
tense application the great object for which he came to 
college. This I conceive was the secret of his popu- 
larity ill college, and his success in subsequent life." 
What an example is here furnished for undergrad- 
uates and all other young students ! . If they desire 
to acquire popularity with their companions, or 
"success in subsequent life," they must, like the 
Hilbject of our memoir, be distinguished for " atcacly 
habits and intense application to study." They must 
taind their mon business, and keep constantly before 
tbem the great object for which they are pursuing a 
course of education. To do all this is no easy task- 
Temptations to deviate from this straightforward, 
single-minded course are numerous and strong. 
They spring out of one's natural indolence ; frona 
the difficulty of acquiring knowledge ; from the 
enjoyments of social intercourse ; from the en- 
ticements of the wine cup; and from the, excitement 
of the passions. There are circumstances in which 
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of Ills pupd, aad what line of argument was pur 
sued by the latter. There can be no doubt, judging 
from the effect pi-oduccd upon the professor's mind, 
that, in these iutellectual coutests, Webster exhibited 


great logical 
tesy. He si 


power, combined with dignity and cour- 
scured the respect of his teacher by his 
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HE STUDIES OIIATOHY. 73 

ekill and gentlemanly bearing in debate, and induced 
him, very early after their first acquaintance, to pre- 
dict his future greatness. The judge considered it 
a great privilege to be the instructor of one of so 
much promise. Says General Lyman, " lie took 
infiuite pleasure in assisting to lay the foundation 
stones of what he felt was to be a magnificent 
building." 

While at college, Mr. Webster devoted special at- 
tention to th udy f He made himself 
familiar witl fu d nip pies, and witJi the 
speeches of 1 lid 1! d n this delightful 
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76 HIS FOURTH OF JULy ORATIOr^. 

SLriei Lt IS a oi e of giatifa txc i tl t it wiia 
printed ^Bd tint one copy at leait ot tli<, ouginal 
edition hns aumved to the present time Ot this 
Genera! Lyman has imde copious use in Ina Me- 
momls It IS eicoeedingty luteiestidg to leal this 
oiation and coiip^re the tcne of its pitrintisni, 
and thp 'ityle rf its coinpo'iition with tht <• t [lia 
later productions It iviU be seen that, though his 
rhetoiic was afterwdtda greatly modified his loie of 
cowntiy remomed unalteied 

We cannot peihip= peifoim a moie accej table 
service than by pie entmg severni e"itincl from 
it in order to fiiinisi the reader an oppoilumly of 
making this compauson for himself. His intr.duc- 
tion ,was as follows : — 

" Countrymen, Breth-m, and Fathers : We are 
now assembled to celebrate an anniversary ever to 
be held in dear remembrance by tlie sons of freedom. 
Nothing less than tlie birth of a nation — nothing less 
than the emancipation of three millions of people 
from the degrading chains of foreign dominion — is 
the event we coromemorate. Twenty-four jears 
have this day elapsed since these United States first 
raised the standard of liberty, and echoed tlie 
shouts of independence, ' 

" Those of you who were then reaping the ijon 
harvest of the martial field, whose bosoms then pal- 
pitated for the honor of America, will at this lime 
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experience a renewal of all that fervent patriotism, 
of all those indescribable emotions, which then agi- 
tated your breasts. As for ns, who were either then 
unborn, or not far enough advanced beyond the 
thresbold of existence to engage in the grand con- 
flict for liberty, we now most cordially unite wiUi 
you to greet the return of this joyous aaniversarj 
to welcome the return of the- day that gave us free- 
dom aud to huil the risiuT gioriet! of our country ' 
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N OF INDEPENDENCE. 79 

" Indelibly impressed on our memories still live 
the dismal scenes of Btmker's awful moimt, tlie 
grand theatre of New England bravery ; where 
Slaughter stalked grimly Iriumphant, where relent- 
less Britain saw her soldiers, the unhappy instru- 
ments of despotism, fallen beneath the neivoua arm 
of injured freemen. 

" There the great Warren fought, and tiiere, alas ! 
he fell. Valuing life only as it enabled him to 
seiie his countty, he freely resigned lumaelt, i wili- 
iii!> maityi m the cause of libeity, and now lies en- 
ciiJed lu the arms of glory 

" But, haafrhtj Albion, thy leigii -1 all soon be 
ovei ' Thou shalt tiiuinph no longfi , tliine em- 
piie jiheady reels and totters , thy lauiela even now 
begin to nithei, and thy feme to decay Thou hast 
(it length iou«ied the indignation of an in«ulted peo- 
ple; thine oppiGi tons llie) deem no lon^ei tolei 
able 

"The 4th dai of Julj, 1776, haa now uiived, 
and Ameiica, manfully spiinging fiom the tortuimg 
fangs of the British lion, now use? maieatic in the 
piide ot iiei soveieignti, and bids her eigte elevate 
his "ings ' 

" The soleam Declai ation of Independent e is now 
pronounced, ami<Ist crowds of admiring citizens, by 
the supreme council of our nation, and received with 
the unbounded plaudits of a grateful people. 
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8iJ WEBSTER ABDKESSES THE OLD SOLDIERS. 

" This was the houi- wlieu heroism was proved — 
when tiie soab of tiien were tried." 

At this point Mr. Webster gracefully turned to 
the ^'evolutionary soldiers who were present, and 
addressing them, snid, — 

" It wai then, ve venerable patriots — it was then 
you lifted the indignant aim, and iimtedly swore to 
be fiee ' Dl pising "ueh toys aa subjugited unpiies, 
jou then Isnew no middle foilune betwcin libeity 
and death ' 

" Finaly relying on the piotection of Heat en, 
unwarped m the re-o!ution you had taUea, you then 
undaunted met — engaged — defeated the gigantic 
power of Bulam, and lose triumphant oiei the ag 
gres'iions of yoiii enemie'' 

"Trenton, Princeton, Ecnnin*ton, and ^irafo^a 
wure the surceasive theitres of your vicioncs, and 
the ntmo'it bounds of creation aie the limits ot yiui 
fame ' The lacred fire ot freedom, then enkindied 
111 youi bretnti, ■■hall be perpetuated ihrou^'h the 
long descent of future ages and bum with «ndi- 
mmiihed fervo! m the boaoms oi millions let un- 
boin 

" Finally, to clo'e the sanguimry eonflat, to 
giant imeiici the blesaing-- of \a honorable peace. 
Olid rlolhe hei heioes with lauiels, Coiawalhs at 
whose feet the kings and pimces of Asia ha*e since 
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i ALLUSIONS TO WASHINGTON. 81 



tbrown their diadema, was compelled lo submit to 
the sword of Washington. 

"The great drama is now completed ; our inJe- 
pcndence is now acknowledged ; and the hopes of 
our eaemies are blasted forever. Columbia is roiv 
seated in the forum of nations, and the empires of 
the world are amazed at the bright effulgence of her 
glory." 

After contrasting the peaceful and prosperous 
condition of this country with the unsettled state 
of Europe, he refers to those revolutionary heroes 
who had died, and says, — 

" With hearts penetrated by unuttei'ablo grief, we 
are at length constrained to ask, Where is our Wasli- 
ington 7 Where the hero who led us to victory 1 
Where the man who gave us freedom 1 Where is 
he who headed our feeble ai'my, when destruction 
threateoed us, who came upoti our enemies like the 
storms of winter, and scattered tbeni like leaves be- 
fore the Borean blast 1 Where, O my country, 
is thy political savior? — where, O liumaiiity, thy 
favorite son 7 

" The solemnity of this assembly, the lamciita- 
tioas of the American people, will answer, ' Alas ! 
he is no more — the mighty is fallen ! ' 

" Yea, Americans, Washington is gone ! — he is 
now consigned to dust, and sleeps in ' dull, cold 
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tiLiF AT nis i 



"The man who never felt a wouad but wlic] it 
pierced hia country — who never groaned hnt \yheii 
fair Freeclom bled — is now forever silent. 

" Wrapped in the shroud of death, the cinili do- 
minions of the gi'ave long since received him, and 
he rests iii undisturbed repose. Vain were the at- 
tempt to express our loss ; vaia the attempt to de- 
eoi'ihe tlie feelings of our eouls. Though months 
have rolled away since Lis spirit left this terrestrial 
orb, and sought the shining worlds on high, yet the 
sad event is still remembered with increased soitow. 

The l.nn.-.r.hi.n,1i=^ Tinf.lnt nf '7fi ^fili tc1l= +I.C ..-.^..i.n- 



daiigliters." 

These extracts are sufficient as specimens of liis 
production on that occasion. Without Indulging in 
any elaborate criticism, we cannot refrain from say- 
ing, that the Saxoa simplicity, and the terseness, for 
wliich Mr. Webster in later years was so remarkable, 
must have i-equired on hts part a ^reat anionnt of 
persevering labor. 
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Iq readiug the above passages it must be remem- 
bered that we are not perusing the language of Hon. 
Mr. Webster, member of the Senate of the United 
States, but of Daniel Webster, an underg radii ate 
of sixteen yetirs of age, and member of the junior 
class at Dartmouth, As such, it is a credit to its 
author. To be enabled to appreciate it fiilly, we 
need the impassioned tones, the eloquent eye, tlie 
manly gesture of the orator ; we need to be sur- 
rounded with the audience to whom it was delivered, 
— students, professors, revolutionary heroes, young 
men and maidens, old men and children, — who 
listened, smiled, and vociferously applauded the ju- 
venile speaker. We need tlie soul-inspiring music, 
a.nd all the excitement of the national anniversary. 
But without these, it is not difficult to discover 
gleams of that genius which broke forth with such 
dazzling splendor in the maturity of his years. It 
showed that the rich veins of the marble were there, 
and required only the labor of the sculptor to de- 
velop t!ie forms of beauty, and give it the smooth- 
ness of surface of which it was capable. It was 
like a few grains from a mine which had not been 
worked, hut wliicb furnished conclusive evidence 
that an abundance of pure gold was there. One 
who remembers the occasion stiys, that tlic oration 
produced a great sensation. 

On the 17th of April, 1801, Ephraim Simonds, a 
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I CLiSSMATE S FCNERAL EDLOGY. 



member of the senior class in college, was prema- 
turely cut down by death. It was deeiaecl desirable 
to make a religious improyement of the event, by 
Jiaving a ealogy delivered by one of bis classmates. 
No one being so popular amongst tlie students os 
Mr. Webster, he was chosen for that purpose. The 
painful nature of the event, combined mth the tal- 
ents of the orator, drew out a large audience. T!ie 
bouse was completely crowded 4fter the preiimi- 
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REFLECTIONS AND PRINCIPLES INVOLVEII. 85 

as was cviiic(!i;l by the tearful eyes of tlic assem- 
bly 

Theie i" 6-«iiething peculiarly ittectmg m tlie 
death of a joung min, while puieumg hi* collide of 
tducition TJie world, with all its po<ita of honoi 
and Tisefuhiess, piesentB itself befoie him He ig 
stimulated by patriotism, plulanthi opy, and ambition, 
to quahfy himeelf for some of its many atti active 
Eplieies of action Suiroimded by otheia m a simi- 
lai condition, lie i^ influenced, also, by a npint of 
emulation He is at the same time the object of 
detp piiental solicitude, and, it maybe, of the hopes 
of a large circle of inteiested lelatnes and fiiend- 
^ hijst pressing on dihgentlj to the goalnhuh he 
liQH set befoie liim, he is atieateLl by disease, and 
Imd low m the gia\e ' Hie sun goes dovsn nliiiot 
It IS yet daj He is like a TG'isel riclily lieighted, 
which, whilst she i« getting readj to leave the hii- 
boi for the broad ocean befoie her, Mukes upon 
concealed rocks, and becomes a wreck , oi hlie a 
young cadet, who, nhilat stud>iiig, m a mihlaiv 
school, the science of war, and acquiring skill in 
mihtaij tactic, i<! suddenly cut down without ever 
seeing an actual engagement Bright viMons of fii 
tuie distinction, which hid luied him on, liiie laded 
away, and the hopes of pirents and ti lends aie 
bhsted forerei 4» no joung min his anj f.mr- 
anty of immunity from i similar catastrophe, it 
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beeoraes impoitant that all such make their mortal- 
ity a prominent principle of action. Whilst pre- 
paring themselves to occupy honorable positions ia 
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RELIGIOUS ADVICE. 



87 



ihe one, we do tlie other also ? In tins respect tloea 
consistency mark your course, reader ] 'Wilh all 
your leariiiug, see to it that you get tiiat knowledge, 
the begiuniug of whicii is the fear of the Lord, and 
with ail your accumulation fail not to lay up treas- 
ures ill heaven, on which you maydrawwheu all the 
riches of the earth sliall have passed away. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

A great Galheting.— Webster's Theme at Commencement. — How 
collegiale Houors are dislribuled. — United FialemHj. — Web- 
ster thosen Orator. —His Oration. — Tears op his Diploma. — 
StndieB with Squire Thompson. — Beeomes a School Teacher. — 
AdvBnlBges of teeping School. — Registry of Deads. — Where 
Ihare is a Will lliera is a Way. — Fingefs ache. — VolmneB of 
Deeds.- Vote of Thanks,- Academj burned. — Affection. — 
Reverence for Mr. Webster, — How manifested.- Coiuiiiueslo 
study Law. — Comtnlts to Memory Orations. 

DuKiNG the last week iii August, 18 U, Sit ^\ il>- 
ster naa giadu itPe! An utiusual niitiiber ot sdan- 
gers yiaited Hanovei at the time They commenced 
coming eailym tlie week, and continued to inetease 
until the important day ariived whea the slbioi stu- 
dents wcie to bid farewell to the classic ■shades of 
Dartmouth College, and scattei for the ptiipoae of 
seeking then foj tunes At that tiiise colle'e (com- 
mencement MIS icgarded as an occasion ot Idr 
greatei lmpo^t^nce, aad it twikened an mteiest 
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carriage, the barnesa newly cleansed, and tlje vehi- 
cle newJy varniBhed ; otliera felt it a privilege to 
ride in an open wagon on a tempoi'ary rougli board 
seat; whilst, in some instances, groups of the young 
men and blooming damsels preferred to ride stand- 
ing up in a large liay cart, wbicli tliey decorated with 
evei^ieens ai 1 flowers for the purpose. It was a 
giett gala diy ind brought out people in vast 
numbeis 

It wa9 e\[erted by the students that Webster 
OH tint occ iBion would have had one of the most 
hononbk p^^ts It is said that in. their judgment 
he deseriel the 1 [ghest. But the faculty decided 
otlierwiae an 1 a='5igned him a subordinate position. 
H s tl erne nia The lenent Discoveiifs in Chemis- 
trj especially tl ose of Lavoisiei ," which were then 
recently mide p ibht. 

The assignment of paits at commencement doe* 
not depend entirely oa scho!ai=hip, oi studious oj)- 
plicatioi The piofes'Jois tike into considerition 
the whole deportment of the students, tiieir attain- 
ments then punctuTlity at piayeis, at the lecitatioiri 
and the lectuies and their degiee of oh=8riaLice of 
ttll the compai Btively tiivial rules which aie laid 
down for the govemment of tlie college, and then 
griduate then honois afn'idiiiif to the de^'iee m 
nhiih all tb° leq ureineiita of the liculty bivL been 
observed. 
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Mr. Lanman states that the valedictory on this 
occasion was coBferi-ed upon one " whose name 
hfts since passed into forgetfiilness." If this be true, 
it shows that the college does not onke the min It 
13 one thing to excel in tl e quiet retiiement of clos 
SIC cljisteis but rjuite a diftcrfnt tl ing t d be a \jcto 
lions champion in the gJCJt hittle of hCe It can 
seldom be predicted with aLCuracy fioni a young 
mans position id college whit he will be «hen he 
(.ntera upon the aieai of the woild It 15 not uo 

isual foi some to staitle tbeir fellow tudents with 
what appears to be the bright acmtilHtions of prom 
ising genins ind to talte the lead in the recitations 
of tbe ells'! As theypiBS rntheu lumiiou comsp 
p edn,tons of fut ne emiience f )1 v tl em — pre 
dictions which a few yeais aie suflieient t) &! ow weie 
utteied by those who had iievei recened the gift 
of piophecy After bidding farewell to then alma 
7iater their flame of precocious gem is la soon 
quenche 1 and thej aie beaid fiom no nioie 
Wbdst otheis who exiiibited no partitulai biilhancj 
doruig their collegiate course but were simple 
every day plodding students bj keepin„ up their 

ndustiious studious habits in subsequent life attain 
to great enimence Thej milte thensLlves both 
.leard and widely felt. 

There are, however, occasional instances where the 
boy sbodo TS forth the man, when discreet and expe- 
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ANOTHER HONORABLE APPOINTMENT. 91 



rieiiced observers can foretell, from early indie 
approaching gieatiiess, as from the stock and braiitli- 
iiig of the young tree can be predicted its cbaracter 
at maturity. Such was the case witb Mr. Webster- 
Those who had been obseryant of bis course whilst 
at Dartmouth looked forward with conlidence to his 
success in future years. 

Though be failed of obtaiaing tSie principal part 
al commencement, he eecureil in auollier respect the 
highest honors of the day. 

There were at Dartmouth several literai'y and re- 
ligious societies, composed of the members of the 
college, whose anniversai'ies were held during com- 
menceaient week. Before each of these societies 
soiae member was chosen to deliver tlie annual ad- 
dress. The largest and most important of these so- 
cieties was tliat of " The United Fraternity," To 
be chosen the orator for this association was, there- 
I'oi'e, a higher distinction than to be selected as the 
speaker for either of the others. At the time he 
graduated, Mr, Wfbster was unanimously chosen to 
perform this honorable service. The public ad- 
dresses which he had on ]>revioiis occasions delJFered 
had given him a high reputation. No other student 
could attract so large an audience. Wo other could 
have met the expectations which were awakened by 
the announcement that he was to be the ori.tor of 
the day. 
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When tlie Lour arrived for tbe coiiiiiieiicciiient of 
the service, the house was filled. Mr. Webster eus- 
taiiied his previous reputation ; he acquitted liimself 
nobly. His sub>ct was "The Liflnence of Opin- 
ion," and was well adapted to develop the strength and 
peculiar qualities of his mind. One of the newspa- 
pers of the day said that " elegance of composition 
and propriety of delivery distinguished the perfonii- 
aiice," and that " a numerous audience manifested a 
high degree of satisfaction at the genius displayed." 

After the honors of the college had been con- 
ferred, and Mr. Webster had received his diploma, 
properly signed and sealeclj ceitifying that he had 
pursued the usual coui'se of study, he invited a num- 
ber of his classmates to go. with Lim to a place of 
some retirement in the rear of the church. When 
they reached the place, Mr. Webster held Hp the di- 
ploma before them, and said, " My industiy may 
make me a great man, but tbia miserable parchment 
cannot." He then dehberately tore it into pieces, and 
threw it away ; then, bidding his fellow-stud en is iarc- 
well, he mounted his horse, and set out for Elms 
Farm. 

Although this act was not particularly amiable, 
it developed certain traits of character which wore 
conspicuous in Mr. Webster's subsequent caj'eer. It 
exhibits the same moral courage, independence, and 
se!f-rel ance which mark his whole course. It also 
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IIISTAKES CF yOUNO ME!i. 9-J 

evinces his conviction that a public education is no 
substitute for future iadusfiy, that to be a successful 
competitor in the great struggle for positions of in- 
fluence and usefulness, thei'e must be intense Qppli' 
cation. 

When a young man imagines that the mere pos- 
session of a diploma will be a pas'spoit to posts of 
eminence; that all befoie him is a smootli !,ea, over 
which, with his sliiff of papyru'i, he may safel/ float ; 
that from arduous toil and harassing auxietj he is 
now forever esempt, — lie lurnishes conclusive evi- 
dence that there a!e some lessons lefl; foi liim to 
learn. Should he attempt to act upon his errone- 
ous convictions, it wi!l not be long before his own 
experience will convLnco him of his folly. Before 
such would we hold up the exaiii])le of Mr. Webster. 
Rely not upon past efforts, nor upon present attaio- 
meats. However great may have been former priv- 
ileges, regard them only as so many facilities for fu- 
ture efforts, but by no means as a substitute for tliem. 
That you have been favored with an education be- 
yond that of maay of the community lias increased 
your responsibilities above theirs. Having abilities 
to render yourself more useful than others, you are 
under obligation to exercise them. Ko man has a 
right to bide his light under a bushel. Unto whom- 
soever much is given, of him is much required. 
Tou are stewards in respect of all the knowledge 
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and the talents wliicli yoii possess, and it is retjuired 
of stewfuds that a man be foiiiid faitlifitl. Industry 
in the right direction may make you great and use- 
ful ; witliout that your collegiate privileges will not. 

After completing his college course, Mr. Webster 
conimenced the study of law with his father's old 
ueigbbor, Mr. Thompson, who so significantly 
laughed when Daniel was sent back to school dur- 
ing haying tim^, because he bad blistered bis bands. 

Having been so great an expense to his father, 
Webster noiv felt the importance of doing something 
for his owa support. 

It was not long before he had the o| (port unity. 
An academy baii been recently founded at Frye- 
burg, in the State of Maine, aad was in want of a 
teacher. The trustees, who had received a favoiTi- 
ble report of Mr. Webster, througb Fvofessor John 
Smith, extended to him an invitation to become its 
principal, with a aajaiy of tlu-ee hundred and fifty 
dollars. This was cheerfully accepted, and the 
young student was soon engaged in the perplexing 
vocation of a schoolmaster. This new occupatioti 
was advantageous to Mr. Webstei' in several respects. 
Although its pecuniary benefit was not great, being 
less than a common, unskilled day laborer now re- 
ceives for the lowest kind of employment, it fur- 
nished him an opportunity of observing the vai'ious 
phases of human nature, and Btudyiog the principles 
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of human acliofl His school was a Lttle tt irld in 
itself filled nitl) miniituie men prssessing as ffreit 
a diveisity of dispobitiona t! the same nurobei of 
aduh?, susceptible of the same passion* and influ 
enced by similar motiies He bad therffore »n 
oppoitunity of iMtning ho^f to move naml ind thus 
of acquuiog knowledjjp which would be of valuable 
service to him m futuie life He taught the chil 
dien and thefhildien taught him It mij not be 
eahjf to say who were the most benefited He 
learned wbit be never could liave acquired in the 
lecture loom oi college noi fiom booKs That 
school WIS to him an emmently mstiuotue volume, 
of which each child was i page from which might 
be received some impoitaut lensin It mbs an m 
tellectinl and moial appintua by the skilful u e of 
■which ho might ti> erperimentu and ariive tt re- 
sults lespectmg the mind and heart, fir mote im 
portant than lay concl isioiis which could ho reached 
in eitlici of the pb}aii,al sciences 

It also seived to develop bimaelf If thoie is any 
out, employment that, more tlian anftber will lid a 
man in lenining what mannet of spirit be is of it is 
schorl teiching Tbis bungs out the strong and the 
weak points of ehaiacter It calls into eiercise in- 
nate elements nhich under other cii cum stances 
might have lemamed dormant foi jear= Self 
knoH ledge la id some respects the most difficult 
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and the most important of all knowledge. Some 
advance may be made in it by self-exam iuutioH. 
But who indulges in this exercise ? — who deals 
feithfully with himself 1 — who is willing to drag Ills 
" secret sina " hefore the clear and steady gaze of 
his own contemplation ? — who measures correctly 
the dimensions of his admitted defects' — nhopiobes 
deeitlj t! e diseised spots ? It is too painful — we 
sSiiink tiom it Yet it is de^uable that t peiaon 
ahonld knou the e\il lendenciei of his chaiacter as 
well as tie good — jea, fai nioie bO foi those e\il 
tendtncies he must specially guard and peiseveiingly 
resist, but the otheis he ni*xy Lt take care of them- 

The euplojmeiit of Ml Wcb»tei at a teacher 
icndeied Iiim essenlnl uid m detecting those el 
ements ot clniactei in himself which needed re 
straint, and those wluth lequired cultiyalion It 
also ga\e him an opportunitj of renewing tlie =tud 
les which he puisued in college, and disooieiing iti 
i/hat blanches he was defectne, the possession of 
which ms essentnl to a ^ood teachei 

Those who hive ever had a neii vien ot Mi 
Webster will not forget his Hige, lustrous dark 
eyes These constituted a piominent featuie m the 
early pait ofht^ hfe Peisons who weie acquainted 
nith him in college lefei paiticulaiJy to them H« 
was once quc-tioned lij Mi Lanmm as to his pei 
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soiml appearance, when officiating' as principal of 
Fiyeljurg Academy. His reply was, " Long, sUnder, 
pale, and all eyes ; indeed, I went by tlie name of 
'jlHcyes' the country round" Tlie significant ap- 
propriateness of this appellation cnanot be denied. 

When Mr. Webster found that his duties as 
tencher did not require the whole of his time, he 
sought additional eniploj ment. He had gone \o 
Fryeburg from pecuniary considerations, and was 
willing to engage in any honorable occupation which 
promised on addition to his limited resources. For- 
tunately the office of Assistant Register of Deeds 
was vacant, and he was invited to perform its du- 
ties. This he accepted, which gave him employ- 
ment for all his leisure hours. His duty was to 
copy deeds into a laj'ge folio volume, for which he 
received twenty-five cents each. There are at the 
present time, in the office at Fiyeburg, two lai-ge, 
bound volumes of manuscript deeds, in his neat and 
elegant handwriting. He has been heard to say, 
that " The aclie is not yet out of those fingers which 
BO much writing caused them." It, however, brought 
liim in a little Income, which he devoted to the edu- 
cation of his brother. 

The old adage that " Where there's a will there's 
a way," was illustrated in this part of Mr. Webster's 
history. He was willing to work. He was not par- 
ticular about the kind of labor in which he engaged, 
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piovidtd if wag lepinble ■Whm the offer ot be 
uig a coiji t of deeds was teiideied iw, did not de- 
cline becnuae ot its aeclentaiy ihancler oi limited 
compensation It he could not e^in much he nas 
coDteot ffith httle He wis determmed to do some 
thing aad ometbini? was presented This ms a 
luudi wisei combe than tlicugh lie had lost much 
time m waiting for somethiog eisiei oi moie piofit 
able to oifei There aie some individu'ila desiiiog 
emplojment nho unless thej can obtain a beith 
which IS satisfactoiy m all lespects pieter to irmain 
unoccupied It tlie time which they lose m looking 
foi a deauoble situation was devoted to such engine 
ments as ofier, ihey might find enough to do — and 
of that «hic)i would ifforJ them a leasoiiible com 
pensation This was Mr Webster s couise audit 
IS woitby of mutation 

A short time «iuce, Mr Web«tei's son iLCorapa 
med by a tnead, visited Frjebuig A^ might bt 
expected, thej were altiicted to the ofliet of the 
legistry of deed that tlity mi^ht see the evidences 
of his industry in eaily lite These evidences weu 
furnished in the two huge foho volumes to which 
we have leteried Aflei examining these with in 
terest and being astonished that so yeat an amjunt 
of labor could be perfoimed, m addition to the ai 
duoussPivice of aupei intending a school they turned 
their attention to the lecoid of the tiu&tees of the 
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academy, and there discovered satisfactory pj'oof 
that this esti'n empleymeiit did not interfere with 
the faithful performaace of Iiis duties as teacher. 
This proof consisted in " a most respectful and 
affectionate vote of thanlis and good will to Mr. 
Wehstei', when he took leave of the employment," 
whicb they found upon the record. This evinced 
the high estimation in which he was held by the 
trustees of the academy. 

There was one thing which they did not see, 
which, if it had been in their ]>owcr, they woald 
have examined with great gratification — and that 
was, the old iclwol }u)iiic m which Mr Webatei taught 
This hid been consumed to ishes miny years he- 
fore &uch IS the aftectionate reveience la which 
Mr Webster is held, tliat the owner of the land on 
which the academy stood, Mr Robert J Bradley, 
would Ke\er peimit anj other edifice to ho erected 
upon the spot, and he is deteiiiiined thit none shiU 
be so long a& he has contiol of the lot This de- 
toted fiiendsfaip \tas cberi'ihed also bv his fathei, 
who had ptobably previously owned the estate The 
non-occupation of that site, therefore, is evidence 
ot lefined sentiment The 'sdenceof its desolation is 
eloquently expressne of the aident attichment of its 
ownei ti hiin who, many >eais hefoic, commenced 
his selt suppoit by there keeping school 

Whilst at Frjebmg, Mi Webster nnnaged, aHo, 
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to secure lime for the reading of law, and commit- 
tii g to memory important passages fi'oni the 
speeches of distingQished orators. Being imatile 
to buy, he was obliged to borrow Blackstone's Com- 
mentaries, which he then Jead. for the fii'st time. 
He also committed to memory the celebi-ated speech 
of Mr. Ames, on the British treaty, which he greatly 
admired- 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Websler foi.d of fishing. — Loveviell'. Poutl. — The gieat F,gl]i. — 
Importance of BelaKaliou. — Mr. Websler's Course. — Relin- 
quishes his School. — ProvWenliBj CircumslBiice. — Mr. Web- 
sler's Progress JD Laiv. — Hia AllenlioQ lo Bnsiaeas.— The 
vrraag Conree; — Kimball's Turapike. — Webster's Determina- 
tion His Success. — Rnlo lo regulate Subacriptious. — Mr, 

Websler studies with Hon. Mr. Gore. — Is admllted lo the 
Bar. — Mr. Gore's CommeDdalloa and Prophecy. 

It is evideut from tlis facts which vye liave nar- 
rated in the pi-eceding pages, that whilst Mr. Web- 
ster was at Fryeburg, lie must have been " dihgeiil 
in business ; " yet he did uot deny bimself relaxation. 
Rural sports tvere as attractive to him then as al 
any future period. He was particularly fond of 
angling, and as there was a delightful sheet of water 
aot far from flie village, he availed bimself of the 
epportunity of Waitonizing whenever the mood was 
upon him. This beautiful gem of a lake was once 
the scene of a dreadful tragedy, from whieb it de- 
rives its name of Loveivell's Pond, and by ivbich, 
also, its shores liave been conseci'atcd as classic 
ground. 

This tragedy was as follows: In 1725, such fre- 
quent baibai-ous murders were committed by the In- 
dians upon the inhabitants of the exposed frontier. 
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that llic fienei-al Court of Massachusetts offered a 
reward of one iiunclred pounds for every Indian's 
scalp. This furnished a strong temptatiou for the 
brave and the covetous among the whites to engage 
in a murderous crusade against the lawless aborigi- 
nes. An Indian cbief by tbe name of Paugus, 
whose tribe were called the Peqwakcts, resided on 
territory which is now embraced within tlie litaita of 
Fryeburg. Tbis chief was terrible to tiie Englisli, 
and they were determined, if possible, to extirpate 
bim and his tribe. Captain Lovewell of Dunstable 
undertook this hazardous service, with thirty four 
men. He came upon Paugus with eighty warriors, 
and the battle commenced by the whites' killing one 
of the Indians, who was returning from liuntiag. 
Both parties fought with great fury. " The In- 
dians roaring, and yelling, and bowling like wolves, 
barking like dogs, and making all sorts of hideous 
noises; tbe English frequently shouting and huz- 
zaing, as they did after tlie first round. At one 
time CaptEiin Wyman is confident they were got 
to powwowing by their striking on the ground, and 
other odd motions; but at length Wyiuaii crept 
np towards them, and firing amongst tbem, shot 
the chief powwow, and broke up their meeting.*" 

It was a most desperate engagement. Sixty of 
the Indians and twenty English were slain.t amongst 

» Rpv. H!f. Sjmmas. t Drake's Indiana. 
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ivliom Mere both Lovenell ^Ti^' Piusii Tl ., F i^ 
lisli, hcufever, were cwqueiois 

Two poems were written, con-jnem ratne of tlip 
figbt, itt which all the pioiiiiiisat cm urn stances weie 
narrated. As niany ot oui leadei? will he iiioie in 
torested in these poetio desciiptioua than a meie 
statement in prose, »e inseit one belon,* of which 







o LOVEWELL'S FIGHT. 
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tlhy Ca plain Lovewel! 


I purposa uow lo sing. 


Howv 


■aliaiii 


lly ho sarvBd his 


counlry and his feijjg ; 


Ho an. 


a his 
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Id range (he woods nil! widi 
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ps Ihey endured 


to qnell the Iti<)'Lan'ji pride. 
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«uto Pigivacket, 


on tlie eighlh day of May, 


Thoyi 
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arebelliidian, s, 


™i after bi-eak of day; 






,k was walking, , 


jpoii a ueck of lai.d, 


Wliicl 


, iead 




we're made lo uodeislaiid. 



Our men resolved lo have him, and Iroveiled two miles rou 
Unlil t]:ey met the Indian, who boidlj' slood his ground. 
Then speaks op Caplain Lovewell, "Toke you good h 

pays he ; 
' Ihis rogue ja to decoy ua, I very piainly see. 

" The Indians lie n ambnsli, in some place nlgli al hand. 
In order to surround os, upon this neck of land; 
Therefore we'll msrch in order, and each man leave liis pa 
That we may briskly fight tliem when Ihey shall ns attach.' 

Tliey CBiflB unto Ihls Indian, who did Ihem thus defy ; 
As soon as Ihey came ntgh liim, two guns he did let ily, 
Whieh wounded Caplain Lovewell, and likewise ono man 
But when this rogue was running, Itey laid him in his gore 
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■. S. G. Drake, of Indian notoriety, says, accord- 
; to tradition, it was composed the same year of 



111 carry ihem nway. 

These rebels lay in ambusli, llils verj place haid by, 

So Ibat an Englisb soldier did one of them espy, 

And cried out, " There's an Iiidian ! " with that Ihey started out. 

As fiercely as old lioiis, and hideously Aid shout. 

Willi thai our vallaut English all ga™ a loud hurrah, 
To show the rebel Indians lliey feared them not a straw ; 
So DOW the fight be^u, as fiercely at could be ; 
The Indians ran up to them, hat soon were forced to (lee. 

Then spake up Coplaiu Lovowell, when first the fight began, 
" Fight on my valiant heroes ! you see (hey fall like rain." 
For, as we are inrormed, the Indians were so thick, 
4 man could scarcely fire a gun, and not some of them bit. 

Then did the rebels try their best onr soldiers to surround. 

Gut Ihey ronld not accomplish it, because there was a pond. 

To which our men retreated, and covered all the rear ; 

Thi rogues were forced to flee them, ailhougb Ihey skuliied for far. 

Two logs there ware behind them, Ihal close together lay ; 
Without being discovered they conid not gel away ; 
Therefore our valiant English, fhay travoilod in a row. 
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thj fight, " and for several years afterwa 
moat beloved song in all New England." 



Scarce Iwenly of (heir number at nighl Aid get homa well. 

And thai our valiant Eugliali till midnighl there did etay. 
To see wlielher the rebels would have another ftay ; 
Bm they no more returning, ^ey made off towards llieif home, 
And brought away Ibeir wouuded, as far as (hey could eoine. 

Of all our valiaut Euglish, there were but tliiily-rour, 

And of the rebel Indians, there were about fourscore ; 

And sixteen of our English did safely home return ; 

The real were kUled and wounded, for ivhlth we all must mourn 

Out: worthy Captain Lovewoll among (hem there did die ; 
They killed LieulenaBl Robbitis, atid wouuded good young 



And some of them he scalped, when bullets round him flew. 

Young Fuilam, too, Pll mention, because ho fought so well ; 

Ajid yet our valiant Englishmen in fight were ne'er dismayed, 
Bflt still they kept their motion, and Wyman captain made, — 

Who shot llie old chief Paugus, which did the foe defeat. 
Then set his men in order, and brought off the retreat ; 
And braving many dangens and hardglilps in the way, 
T";ey safe arrived H: Dunstable, the Ihirteanlh day of May. 
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106 IMPORTANCE O? RELAXATION. 

On his ponJ the sLeii" of &iKh dieadlul ciniage 
Ml Wfcbatei was at, iistomed to sail and froju il9 
cl-^i cool wateis t draw such uiifoituiiate fioii ii 
were too fiBe in then hheities withlus but. 

Witure requiies ie]a\atioa after elFoit whether 
that effort be of a mental or physical chnr ictei 
This principle Ml Webster alwajs recognised 
Tbeie can be no doubt thit an mdividual vho is ic 
custometl to liteiaiy pursuits will accomph h iiioie 
by a [udictous alteimtion of hsird study with plens 
act lecreatioii toau tlioiigb tiie latter be entirelj ueg 
iected The mind will not endure a const in t 
dringht upon ito powers It needs rest f i the il 
covery of its elislicity tnd Tigor , there should be i 
shutting ip of boulis a telinquishmeiit of pioble i*. 
a ceb?iti n of inental effort -x throwmg opeu of the 
door, ind an escipe of the mmd, in j u if^itprd 
fieedoifl, m Older tr secure (hit perlect lepc enhic'i 
aftet great eSort natuie needs This was Mi 
Wehstei o couise, hence his frequent fashing gun 
mug and othei rural excursions 

lu SepfeKibei, 1802, he lelmquished his sciio i 
and letiiriied borne, having made some acquisitir n^ 
both of a pecuniar) and intellectual eharactei 

Mr Webstci had now passed that important chms 
iu a young man's life, which, in most cases, gives 
cJiai'acter to his whole history, nau ely, the choice of 
a profession. He had decided in favor of tue law. 
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It nny not bave been impoasible that tlie piosimity 
ot Mr Thompsons otRce to Webatei s lesideiice 
contiibuted much tmaids tlua ileci'.ion It n is ta 
easy toi lim to slip in there look over the liw 
bo li*! heai coDFeisation Mp>n legal que tiona and 
tlius have hi* taote foi such pur uits "iwJiened tliat 
that office 1 1 all probabihty assisted m turning bis 
mmd in this direction It was therefore a provi 
dential circumstance that the e influences existed 
and lendered it so eaay (bi him to enter upon the 
study of this science Under anothei coinVination 
of ciicumstancLi ie might as easily h^ve been in 
dured tj enlei upon some other puisuit and then 
the woild would hive lost the benefat of his gle^t 
talents as a statesman 

After le^^mg Fiyebuig iiiangemeuts were nnde 
foi Ml 'Webstei to le ume the study of law in the 
ofiice ol Mf Thompson This geiitlemin, though 
well acquainted uitb lis pnfession adopted a mode 
of mstruttioa with his iltidents which was not popu 
lai with them at the time and wl ich they did not 
appiove m sul sequent hie He was accustomed 
to give them the roost difficult books fiist On t!n 
pimciple 1 e put into Ml Webstei s bind CAe upon 
Littleton It was ahaid MOik i i o atudent to inna 
ter ; but Mr. Webster, notliiiig daunted by it9 diffi- 
culties, pored over it six hours daily. Although al 
first it was like entering a primeval forest, where the 
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traveller lias to cut his ovtu way, he believed that, by 

patient and pei-severiiig iudiiatry, he would in time 

see llghl ou the otiier side ; that by maatering each 

difficulty as it occurred, as the woodman feUa trees 

singly, he would, before long, successfully cut his 

way through tliem alt. Still he always regni'ded 

t!iat method of introdiicing a hoy to the study of the 

science as a miataise. He has expressed himself 

cleai'ly upon this subject in the following language : — 

" A boy of twenty, with no previous knowledge 

of such subjects, cannot understand Coke. It is folly 

r I tl TJ 

C k 



the second year of his studies, he was quite a sound 
lawyer. General Lyman says, " When clients came 
for advice, he [Mr. Webster] beard, with Mr, Thomp- 
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son, a fuU Btatement of the facts, and thereupon he 
again and agfdn, wrote out opinions, wJiich Mr 
Thompson, on perusal, adoptecl, signed, and deliv- 
ered aa bis own. He also displayed great tact in 
conducting tlie laivsuits pending, in marshalling the 
testimony, and in eliciting from witnesses the facts 
to be proved on the tiials. Many men, not profound 
Jaivyers, Itave become eminent in their profession, 
and linve paved their way to weaStli, by their skill in 
conducting a cause before it was brought to trial." 
It is evident that, as when in college, so when study- 
ing laiv, Mr. Webster minded his business. This was 
one great secret of his success. Let American 
youth remember this. At this period, Mr. Webster 
was not a one-idea mau ; he did not devote himself 
exclusively to the law. He reiid history and poetry, 
and went on excursions of pleasure ; .but with all 
these other employments, he still minded Ms business ; 
he kept his recreations ivithin due limits. The great 
difficulty with not a few young men is, tliat, in order 
to find time for amusement, they neglect important 
duties ; they have not acquired that discipline, or 
formed such habits, that they can, with authority, say 
to the attractive pleasures of life, " Thus far shall 
ye come, but no farther." Being governed more by 
their own passions than by established principle, it 
becomes extremely easy for tlieni to throw aside 
their books, or abandon tlieir employment, whenever 
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an opportunitj' occiire for tlie enjoyment (if some 
agreeable amiisement. Such may reach mediocrity, 
but thei'e is little probability of their attaining to a 
liigh degree of eseelleuce, iu any profeti 
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When, therefore, they declined ful- 
11 obligations, perplexing disappoint- 
result. Captain Kimball regarded 
himself aa greatly wronged, and applied to Mr. 
Thompson for legal advice. Mr, Thompson imme- 
diately addressed the delinquent subscribers letters, 
earnestly urging them to pay tlieir subscriptions. 
The letters were unheeded. He then sent to them 
his oldest student, Mr, Noyes, to remonstrate per- 
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sonully with tLem, but with no better success 
When the failui'e of Mr. Noyes's visit was made 
known to Mr. Webster, he said, " Let me go to 
Purisuiouth ; / will bring you the itimey" Mr. 
Tliompson concluded to graut his request. Having 
obtained the necessmy authority, he set put ; he 
drove his borse with such speed that when he reached 
Portsmouth it was covered with foam. Without 
loss of time he called on some of the subscribers, 
nnd sent word to others, that he bad come to receive 
their subscriptions, and the money must he paid. 
He theu despatched a messenger to the sheriff of the 
county, aslting his presence immediately. He next 
sat down to a fable, and very coolly commenced 
making out wiits foi the Bpp( ehen'^ion of everj sub- 

cnbei When the delmquenta undeistood the beat- 
ing of these piepaidtory meisuies, thej became 
alaimed They sin they bad a bard customei to 
d al with, and pioposed tbit tbey hive i conveisi- 
t[o(i upon the sub|ect, it was giauted \^hentbe 
c 01 ipiny issenibled Mi Web=fer agam stited to 
them he object of Ins iisit, and the giounds on 
which he made his demand"., and then, m a manati 
n which dignity, couites), ind anthoiity weie 
blLiideJ together, he coollj infoiined them that he 
would wait untd a ceitain houi (nluch he specthed) 
f 11 the money ^^d that if by that nme it wis not 

paid, he would put the wiita into the binds of the 
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sbcriff, and have tkim all immediately ai-rcstcd. This 
pi-ofluced the desired effect. At that time iinprisoii- 
mciit for debt had not been abolished in New Hamp- 
shire. The deliaquents, therefore, knew what they 
had to expect if they persisted in their refusal. The 
appointed hour arrived ; Mr. Webster's horse was 
ready for him to mount ; the sheriff was on hand to 
receive and execute tlie writs ; all things were ready 
for the apprehension of the guilty. They now saw 
that the subject could neither be trifled with nor 
postponed ; the crisis was reached ; the money was 
paid over to Mr. Webster as fiist as he could count 
and receipt for it. Having by his energy and tact ac- 
complished bis object, he returned home and reported 
his success, to (tie aatonisliment and great grati6ca- 
tion of those immediately concerned. 

When any enterprise which will involve a con- 
siderable outlay of money is projected, it is a com- 
mon practice to receive subscriptions for tliat object, 
and then commence the work before tJiose subscriptions 
are paid. It follows, as a necessary consequence, that 
if any of those subscriptions ai'e withdrawn, those per- 
sons who are practically engaged in the enterprise will 
be subjected to embarrassments to the full extent of 
the amount thus withdi'awii, and will either have to 
raise the funds from some other source, or else cre- 
ate a debt ; when, if they could liave foreseen this 
result, they would have done nothing towards the 
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execution of the project until the funds subscribed 
had been paid in. This is unjust; when a person 
subscribes towaids a radroad, a canal, a church, or 
any benevolent cau^e, he is in honor and in justice 
botmJ to pay that subsciiption. He should regard 
it as sacred as a promi&s,oiy note; it has all the ele- 
ments of such note ; it is a promise to pay a certain 
specified sum for a certain specified object, and a 
man has uo more right to refuse payment than he 
bos to reflise the payment of any other pecuniary 
obligation. This oblijfation is, if possible, strength- 
ened, when, hff virtue of Ms prwnise, the object for 
irhicli he subscribed is commenced, and debts con- 
tracted. He encouraged t!ie enterprise, and he is 
justly held responsible to the full extent of that en- 

These remarlts are made because it is sometimes 
the case, that individuals who have subsci'ibed 
towards an object afterwards change their minds, 
and refuse payment. Such instances have occurred 
in benevolent and reli^ous objects. As tbere is no 
danger that the law will be resorted to in order to 
enforce payment of such subscriptions, they can be 
repudiated with impunity. But let it be remem- 
bered that such conduct is disreputable, and by 
liseiy man of honor is condemned. 

To every young person, whose eye may fall upon 
this page, would we say, Never subscribe towards an 
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object unless }ou me convinced of its impoitanco , 
but whe^ your pronnse 13 onie giten, 'maedli/ re- 
deem if 

After lemmriing in Mi Tliompsoas office two 
yeais, Mr Webster desiied a change, wheie he 
could aoquiie a kiionleJge ct othei depaitmeuts of 
law besides tboae winch ^yele puisued lu the office 
of Mr T Tor tins purpose he removed m Tu!y, 
1804, to Bo'Coij and placed himself under the iii- 
stiuction of thit diatiiifjUiahed eouiiselloi, Hon 
Chri tiphei Goie His opportunities for actimnng 
broadei news of his profession nue here eniojed 
He had iccesa to an extensive and valuable libraij, 
and the puvilegp of attending the '.es&ions ot the 
Supieme and Ciieuit Couit wheie question'; of ilio 
gnvest importance were discuosed bj thi, mo^t 
learned -md eminent lanjeis He was not idle 
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liim to court, and made a motion that he be admit- 
ted to practice. It is gi-eatly to tlie credit of Mr. 
Webater that be had produced sucli a favorable im- 
preaaion upon his teacher, that when he made this 
motion for tlie admission of his young student to 
the bar, he accompanied it with some highly com- 
mendatory remarks. Mr. Everett says, "He dwelt 
with emphasis on the remarkable attainments and 
imcomnon promise of his pupil, and closed with a 
prediction of hia future ftninence." 

It is sometimes the case, that the general estima- 
tion in which an individual is held is far higher than 
that which he enjoys amongst his more intimate as- 
sociates. In respect to such, 

"'Tis disUnce kcds euchanlment lo the view;" 

and this enchantment i 

the distance diminishes 

otherwise. Those who knew him best cherished for 

him the highest esteem. Admiration for his talents 

and acquirements increased in proportioB to one's 

familiar acquaintance with him. 

By hia admission to the bar he was fturly launched 
upon the world. Where the winds and waves of 
fickle fortune would carry him, — what ahoals and 
quicksands he would escape, or against what rocks 
he would dash, — how little did be know ! He 
doubtless cherished ceitain aspirations, and probably 
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had a course of life marked out in his own mind, 
whicb lie expected to pursue. It would be interest- 
ing, if we could learn what tliese expectations were, 
to see in wlmt respects they weie met, and wherein 
he was disappointed by the events of his subse- 
■juent life. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Uas a Clerkship offered li 1 in. — Declines ll.— His Fuller dls- 
picpsed. — Pays his Falhei's Debla. — His filial Altacbmeiil. — 
Some Ireat Ibcir Patents uukiudly. — Mr. Websler'a first 
Plea. — He astouishes every body. — Contralliag Wilnesses, — 
The Delecliou. — The Characlerofliis Argument. — Webster 
and Mason. — " Import a yoong' Earthquake." 

Mr. Webster's stamina of character was severely 
tested by an incident which occurred about the time 
that he was admitted to tlie b'^i His iJthei it that 
period was one of the jud^ts of the Ciiuiitj Couit 
in New Hampshue, and though not a man of hbuol 
education, lie was higlily lespected for his stiong 
common sense his steihng integrity, ml his quick 
jierception of the pniticuHi points at is-ue m the 
various cases cl htigation (hit came before him 

The clerksliip of thit couit iihich woa then n 
cant, was tendeied to his oi In bfrae lespeets it 
was a desicable position Mi March in his ipmted 
account of tlie affaii, say=, — 

" The ofiice was worth fifteen hundred dollars per 
anmiin, which was in those days, and in that neigh- 
borhood, a competency — or rather absolute wealth. 
Mr. Webster himself considered it a great prize, 
and was eager to accept it. He weighed the ques- 
117 
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. DUTY AND PEHSOXAL ABIBITION. 



ii I 1 1 Ins uind 1 tl e one side lie siw immediate 
f ntoit on tlie Dtliei at the beat a doubtful stmg 
g)e Bj its acceptance lie male uieliaonn good 
condition and what nas neaier to lifl heart tbit of 
1 1'? familj By its lefusal he condemned both him 
selt inA them to an uncertain and probably liirabs- 
iig tutme Whatevei »fcpintion& he might have 
beiisbed of piofeaaional di tiDction he was ^^illing 
heerfnilv to ielmqm«ih to pioinote the imn e htte 
nelfaie of thoie lie held most deir 

But Ml Gore peremptoiily •nid ^ehemeiillj 
interposed his di'isent He uiged e\eiy argument 
igainat the purpose He expoaed its alsuidity and 
Its inconsequence He appealed to the imbilion of 
his pupil — once a cleik he said he alnnys nould 
be a clerk — theie nould be no step upnaids. He 
attacked hun too on the "ide of his tnmilj iftec 
tion teilmg him that he nould be fii in le able 
to grttify Ills fi lends from hio profesaioii 1 laboia 
tinn 111 the cleikship Go on he '.aid ind fini h 
yout studies, you lie pooj enough but the e (re 
gieater evils than poverty live on no mai s fn ji 
what biead you do eat let it be the bread ot indp 
pendence Puiaue jour professiin jMalie jcuiself 
uaeful to J our friends nnd a little foj inidabJe to j oui 
enemies, anil you have nothing to fear. 

" Diverted from bis design by arguments like 
these, it still remained to Mr. Webster to acquaint 
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his fathei with his detei mi nation and "itisfj liim ot 
its piopnety He felt this would be hj easy task 
as hib fathei had et hia beait so much u|)Oli the 
office , but he detei mined to go home immediately 
ind give him in fill! the ica'son^ ol hie con Iiict 

If \ns midwinter and he looked round foi a 
country 'leigh — fii stage coaches at that time weit 
things uaknown in the centre of New Haiap':hiie — 
and finding one thit had come down to nmket lit 
took pjssage therein ard m two oi thicp rfais was 
set down at his fathei door (The same joiiriiev 
IS made a )w in four hours b) steim ) It nas even 
mg when he ainved I Inve he rd him tpll the 
stoiy of the mterdew His fathei was sitting befoie 
the iire and received him with matiifeBt jtn He 
looked feeblei than he had ever appeared but his 
countenance lighted up on leeing his elf) 7c stind be- 
fore him in good henkh and spirits He lost no 
time in alluding to the greit appointment — said 
how spontaneously it had been made — how Kindly 
the chief justice proposed it — with what unanimity 
all assented &c Duimg this speech it can be well 
inia^ined ho« embaiiassed Mr Webster felt com 
pelled as lie thought fiom a conviction ff duty to 
disappomt his Idthei = sanguine expectitions !\ev 
eitheless he commanded his countenance and voice 
BO as to leply in i sufticientlj assured mannei He 
spoke gayly about the office, expressed his gieat 
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obligation to tlielr honors, and his intention to write 
tliem ;i most respectful letter — if he could Love 
consented to record any body's judgments, he shoula 



agh II h 
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which, I think you are now about settling thai 
doubt for her.' The judge never afterwords spoke 
to liis son on the subject." 

The account of this interesting event, as given 
by General Ijyman, in liis " Memorials,' 
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some additional facts, wliich ouglit iiot to be oraitled 
liere. We give them in hia own language : — 

" The difficulty of satisfyiug liia fatlier that the 
coiii'se he had resolved to pursue was the best, now 
arose in his mind. To aid Mr. Webster and bis 
bi'olher Ezeliiel in obtaining an education, their 
father had resorted to borrowing money, and there 
was a mortgage for it to be paid. A debt was a sore 
encumbrance, more so in those days than at the pres- 
ent time Ezekiel Webster was doing his best, and 
»as then ui Boston, teaching a select school, to earn 
money timards discharging that mortg^ge Edwiid 
Eieiett, since so highly di'trnguished, was bj the 
by, one of hia pupils. The desiie to lelieve his 
excellent fethei fiom all peiuniery responsibility on 
bio account, now that be had the poivei to do it, was 
ot course \eiv gieat , but the sactitice ot his future 
prospects was in the scale weighing against the elerlc- 
shi[;i and its emoluments. In tilts dilemma, his friend, 
Mr. Rufus Green Emery, — be it mentioned to the 
credit of his fame, — on hearing what the difficulty 
was, put gold into Mr, Webster's pocket, and sent 
him home to see his father personally on the subject. 
1 have heard Mr. Webster t<ill the story, and it is a 
pity that I should mar it. On arriving at home, he 
ibuiid his father sitting in bis easy chair, not know- 
ing one word of what had passed in Boston, or of his 
o the clerkship. He received his son 
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affection atelj, and with a manner that seemed to say. 
Our anxieties are now ended.' His father lost iio 
time iu telling liim how ' readily and bow handsomely 
bis request had been complied ivith. I bad not,' 
said he to bis son, ' more than mentioned it before 
it was done.' ' His eyes,' said Mr. Webster, ' were 
brimful of the tears of gratitude, as he told it to 

"'Judge,' said he, 'of my father's disappoint- 
ment and manifest vexation, when I told bim I must 
lesigii tbe office. He could not at fiist beheve his 
ow eire He of cour-e va ted to know the reason 
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would no doubt have been |)uuctual, faithful, and 
Lodustrious. He would have been a model clerk, 
but he ]>robably would never have moved senates, 
nor negotiated treaties. Here again we may see 
the intervention of divine Provideoce. Why did 
he happen to be a student of Mr. Gore 1 Why did 
that appointment of clerk reach him before he had 
left his studies ajid returned home 1 Why did Mr. 
Gore cherish the views and give the advice he did 1 
Why, too, did Mr, Emery step forward and remove 
the strongest temptation to acceptance out of the 
way 1 Why this combination of circumstances, ex- 
cept that a kind Providence interfered ? Had Mr. 
Gore's advice been the opposite of what it was, or 
had Mr. Emei'y been indifferent to the subject, wlio 
caa tell what would have been the results 1 

Affer his admission to the bar, Mr. Webster wen 
to Amherst, in New Hampshire, where his iather 
was holding court, and accompanied him home. It 
had been his intention to open an office in Ports- 
mouth. That being a large town, and possessing 
some foreiga commerce, it presented a promising 
field for practice. Biit filial duty prevented. The 
infirmities of age neie now creepmg upon his father. 
Hia biothei Ezekiel was absent, and, it being desi- 
rable thit one of the «ons '.hould be near the home- 
stead. Ml Webstei rthnquished the idea of settling 
down at Portsmouth, and opened an office in Bos- 
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caweii, Hi-ar the residei ce f 1 f I er, and com- 
menced piactiee as ft co nt y la jer. This was 
not an encouraging fiel ] b t the rea o i of its selec- 
tion developed a beautii 1 t a t i Mi M ebstei s 
character. His attaehu ent to h s parents w i= strong 
and tender. Althougb he was now ot age and Ind 
a right to go where he chose to seek bi-i t itune 
yet his filial affection prompted him tj foicgo tbit 
right, and to settle down near the homesteid thit 
he might cheer the hearts of his parent- in tlieu de 
cline of life, and be at hand to leiidei aii^ «eni(.e 
which they might need- No one deniesi tliat young 
children ought to love and reverence their parents , 
b«t, alas! examples are too numerfuf of those who 
seem to act as if, when they reached their majoiity 
they outgrew filial obligation — as if fiom tint pe 
riod their language to their parents was It is a 
gift by whatsoever thou mightest be piofiled of 
me " — it is a gratuity, a favor and not the dis 
charge of an obligation. Their patents lie neg- 
lected, their feelings set at nought their nishes dis- 
regarded. They are considered an 1 tieated is an 
encumbrance; their death approiches too slowly, 
and when it occurs, their affetttimate children are 
relieved of a great burden. With Mi Web'itei an 
opposite class of feelings predominated Aftection 
ate attachment to liis parents nas a prominent triit 
of bis character. For their comfort he sicnficed 
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f(j- tiic time bung, ^ihite>er emokimenls Ik, luitlit 
liaie iccened m a laigei but moie iji'-tant field of 
pi ofe«5ioii<il laboi lie has. said m a Jettei, "My 
opening an ofljce in Boscanen was tliat I migbt be 
near him," i e , bi3 fathei The sign which lie then 
hung out, with "D Webster, Altoiney," upon it, 
IB said to be still in existence By some of hi? ad- 
11111 eis it nould be highly prized, and tieasuied as a 
^acled memento of liim nhose inme it beai? 

Dona to the time that Mr Webatei commenced 
the prociice of law, he wis a tliin and '.n.kly h>oking 
)oung min His appearance iii this lespect WT! 
leiy diftnent fioin whit it wai in the later periods 
oi his hie It nas not at ill adnpted to pi epos ess. 
hi» he 11 era in his fuvor, if we excppt lii>, eloquent 
0)6 and expressive countenance His physi al cou 
slitution nai hy no means the appropiiate lepie^en 
fajion of Ills mental cliaiacter Undei his outward 
weakHP** wa5 conre tied gieat mtellecitial strength, 
of nluch the foUowmg incident furnishes i striking 
ilkistiation The fir*.! case winch he evei plead 
bcfoie 1 jun nas of a cinl cbaucter It was, one 
)i considernble iiitercst to tbe pai-tiet concerned, 
ml ciealed no small amount of public e-vcitement 
(_tlonel William Webster, a remote relatne ot Dan- 
iel, was the sheiiff of the county Aftei the tnal 
was ovei, the sheiiff stated to a fiiend, that he 
thought, ' when Mi Webster lose, that he would 
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lut atii d up long I was islnmeJ to sbh o lean 
and teellp a joiina; nnii come intj court beiung the 
iiamr ot Webt-tei but he astonished eveiy body with 
hiB eloquence learning and jJOHers of leasoning ' 

He exhibited such n fimi! ^l acquamtaiice vith 
the principles of law, buch ^kiU in maialiallmg hii< 
fiicta such ingenuity in stT mg tliem m the laosi la 
forahle inaont,r foi his client and such powei of 
analjsis and nigiment that fiom this time he nas 
aevei in want of busiiieis Notmlhitandmg lusthiu 
and meagie uppeaiince he pioduced a decidedly 
ia\orable effect upon those who henrd 1 im his 
stiength was mental not ph}Bical Unlei a feeble 
exterior he concealed the elements of an intellectual 
giant Tilt, first plei of Mi Web?ts,i wi- heaid 
by his fathei, and it wis the in!y one t Hhn,Ii he 
bad the pleisme to listen Tl e old gLnlleimn who, 
as we hive sud wt. then one of the judges of 
New Hinapaliiie died soon ntter but not befoie he 
had heaid piedictions of his son ^ professunal sue 
cess and had seen suffi*,ieHt evidence ot hia genius 
to justify their piobibihty 

It was an inteiestiog moment to them both when 
the son aftei hating spent years in his collegiate 
and legal studies, was, by tins first piofessioiial e=aay, 
'n show his fathei the liist fiuits of his long and 
'abonous tiaining It wis doubtless to Mi flebater 
lecuUection all his subsequent life cl at his 
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fithei was fancied with the tppoitumt> ol hearing 
bim at least once befoie lit. died , and the fither 
must have iccounted it no common pLivilpge that lie 
was peiruitted to h itness this eiily effoit ot a heloTed 
aoD m the new and (iLfficiilt spheie whi h he had 
chosen 

Thi first argument of Mj AVebstci b(,t le i jiin 
IS snid to have been founded upon a nvein bill 
amounting on]J■to^bout twenty foui doUais It nns 
an encouraging circumstante tjiat the verdict len 
dered was in fa\oi of his rlient the jury iwaidinj^ 
him seventeen dolhr-! 

Anothei cn-e nlucli he cotidacted at tin same 
term ot cfuit he let the jury lefurnini? a\eidic 
fo fin aBouot Bomewhat larger thtii the above 
agn e h s client This was in 1805 the next jeai 
le xlul d HI a ^leater degiee Ins ihilities os 1 
CO n ell and a pleidej 4t thit time an iigii- 

en hi 1 he dehtetcd made such an iinpiession 
upon a lad of some teu or twelve years of age, that 
1 oUgl nearly fi,fty years have passed away, he re- 
u emi e s 1 e effect which it produced upon those who 
le d and the stioitg commendation which it re- 
cc ved f o 1 them " I recollect," he writes, " with 
pe -fe d mctneas, the sensation which the speech 
prod e 1 poll the multitude.* There was a great 
tl " I e, and they were loud in his praise. As 

* B. F. French, Esq, 
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VZB KNACK OF TALKING. 

1 e adjou e o 1 1 1 II e 

d PI ed ny f 1 er s oftice an 1 1 el 1 o! 
b a g of tl e ou o B an uder e a d q on 
I V s ag eed o 11 1 anda I a he i ad n de a ex 

O' d na y off 1 en by y of a 

u , for ] Al Wei s e 1 a bee s ly 

IT Boston lod I as tf a kn 1 of alk 

b 1 1 1 e gt n 1 t)I 1 1 

lee 1 e I usl tnd e sball ee 1 e 1 1 11 

do om hie c Innol f 11 s 

Af e he 1 a 1 fa ly e e ed o o p a b M \\ b 
&te ose rai lly i I i rofese o 

It « stated the L fe of Cliief J ce s tl 
I at 1SJ6 hefo e M Web te had bee al ted 
as CO n ellor tl e S peno Co t — a 1 ot 

CO ae befo e 1 vag e t tl d *<* add ess tl e ju j — 
be ttf, en^-a^ed as atto ey a ca &e of n g eit i e 
c ary iij orta ce but of son e tere t ai d a a e 
at leacy he as alio ye 1 to esami e tl e n t esse 
and I leilj to stite h s case boti upon tl e la v d 
the f c s Ha ng done tl s 1 e hande lbs! ef to 
Mr W 1^,0 1 tie se oi counsel for tie lull gu 
aent of the m^tte But the cl ef juat e I ad n 
t ce 1 1 m and on leaving the co rt 1 ou e said to a 
enh r f tlebT tiat /e7 .? o bfo t 7 

It s ofte tl e eise I t 1 e t e 1 o 
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trot the evidence whieli then witiiesse are to giu in 
their csise. Sometimes this interferi,nce n uacluly 
excessive, and recoils with tremendous foice upon 
him who has pi actised iL Such an instance occm red 
during the eaily piit of Mr Webstti s caieer 
As he occasiomlly mirated it foL the amusement of 
liis friends, «o wdl give it in his own woi U — 

" Soon aftei commencing the piactice of mj pjo 
fession at Portsmouth I was waited oa hy an ild 
acquaintance of my father's resident m an adjacent 
county-, who HialiLd to engage tny pioftosional tei 
vi:,e» Some yeais previous, he had rented i fTrm 
with the clear understanding tint he could purchase 
it, aftei the expiration of hif leise for one thouaind 
dollars Finding the said fai'm productive, he soon 
determined to onn it; and, as he laid aside money 
foi the puichase, he was prompted to improve what 
he felt certain he would possess. But his landlord, 
findmjf the pioperty greatly increased in value, cool- 
li lefused to reeeiie the one thousand dollai's when 






iiM=.i>,Googlc 



130 TliE DETECTION. 

was not ii ivoi'd ja the lease about the sale, nor was 
tliere a word spoken about tlie sale when the lease 
was signed, as he should jjrove by a witness. In 
short, Iiis was a clear case, and I left the court room 
at dinner time with feeble hopes of success. By 
chance, I sat at table next a newly-commissioned 
militia officer, and a brother lawyer began to joke 
him about liis lack of mailial knowledge. ' Indeed,' 
he jocosely remarked, ' you should writ« down the 
oi'ders, and get old W. to beat them into yotir 
sconce, as I savr him this morning, mth a paper in 
his hand, teaching something to young !VI. in the 
court-house entry.' 

" Can it be, I thought, that old W., the phiintiff 
in the cose, was instructing young M., who was his 
reliable witness 1 

"After dinner the court was reopened, and M. 
was put on ihe stand. He was examined by the 
plaintiff's counsel, and certainly told a clear, plain 
story, repudiating all knowledge of any agreement 
to sell. When he had concluded, the opposite coun- 
sel, with a triumphant glance, turned to me, and 
asked me if I was satisfied. ' Not quite,' I replied. 

" I had noticed a piece of paper protruding from 
M.'s pocket, and hastily approaching him, I seixed 
it before he had the least idea of my intention. 
' Now,' I asked, ' tell me if this paper does not de- 
tail the stoiy you have so clearly told, and is it not 
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CHAHACTEE OF HIS PLEAS. 131 

fal^t,''* Tl]r' WLtneas liung liife iiead With -Iniiie , 
and wlitn tlie papei «as tound to be wliaf I tiad 
supposed, aud in the veiy hwidwritiug of old W , he 
lo&t his ca&e at unce. Nay, there was such a storm 
of indignation aganibt Lim, that he soon lemovpd to 
the nest 

"Yeai9 afteiwaids, (i-iting Ne« Hamp=Ii[ie, I 
was the guest of my pi ofes-ionnl biethreu at a pub- 
lic dinnei ; and towards the close ot the featiTities, I 
was asked if I would solve a Rieat douht hy auiwei- 
ing a qtiestioD ' Certainly ' ' Well, then, Mr 
Webster, ive have often wondmcd hmv ^ou knew 
what was in M 's pocket ' " 

Dming his piactice of the law, Mi Webster 
hid many cases of great importance committed to 
hjm, he very eaily took a high stand in his profes 
sion , iic became the ai, know lodged leadci of the 
bai , he was opposed by the most di^tinginslied Ww- 
yeis ot which the countiy could boast let ahi ws 
maintained an honoiable pcsition amcn^ thein lie 
was so simple in the btaleineiit of his propositions, so 
foicible in his aigumeut, so cleai in In*! lUustintioni 
tlieie wafl s cl a honest common-sense straightfoi- 
\sardneas about bo vl cl prompted liim to march, 
without any c c ous e& dueetly to his object, tliat 
he never fa le 1 of j o luc ng a deep impression upon 
the mind of a |u y 1 addressed them as men ca- 
pable of m der ad g a argument, as men not to 
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l*i ANECDOTES. 

bs Ijoiue iway bv eii itiiig appeal-, to then pasiiona, 
but to be mo\ed oiih by i eilm, cle^l, and iogaal 
addres-i to then judgment Such ndJresies he give 
tliem He leasoned to cominci,, and iias siie- 
cessful 

To =bow bow highly Ills legal abilities and poneia 
of oiatoij weie estimated by his coutempoi ai les, the 
following anecdotes aie given — 

Ml Webstei piaotised law in Po)t".nioulli neiily 
nine years, and during that time one ol his best 
friends, and ilso bis most piomineut eompetitot, wis 
the distinguished Jeiemiah Mison On one occasion 
a gentleman called upon the fornicr foi the puipose 
of securing hit, senices in a lawsuit , but Mi Web- 
ster «as compelled (o declme the engagement but 
lecominended hi» client to Mr Mason 

" Wh It do you think of the abihti. a of Mi Bla- 
son ' " said the gentlemiii 

" I think him second 1 1 no ni in 1 1 the a mil } , ' 
leplied Ml Webster 

The gentleman called upon Mi Maaon, and bas- 
ing seemed his promise of assistance, be thought he 
would gntify bis cuiiositj, andtheiefoie questioned 
liim as to his opinion of BIi Webatei " He's the 
very devil, in any case nhatsoe\ei," replied Mr 
Mison , " «k1 if Til\ against yov, I heg to bi it. 

On anothei occa-ion, t gentlemin of Ninluiket 
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ANECDOTES. 1!!3 

accosted a friend by saying', " I have wished to see 
you for some days, for I nm in trouble, and wisli 
your friendly advice." " What can it be 1 " replied 
the other. " Why, I have a lawsuit, and Webster is 
opposed to me : what shall I do ? " " My advice 
is," was the answer, " that your only chance of es- 
cape is, to send to Smyrna and import a young earth- 
quake." 

The extravagant character of these replies was 
prompted by the liigh opinion which was entertained 
of his commanding talents. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

A dreadful Deed. — Geueral Alarm. — Allack of two Foot- 
pada. _ Haleh'3 Disclosure. — Granl's Letlera.— Grant ar- 
realed. — TbeKnappa arresled. — The Coufesaion. — Tlia Plol 

eiplained Palmer imprisoned. — Crowninshield's Signal. — 

Pslmer's . Fear. — The Trial. — Mr. Webstet'a Plea.- The 
Wiclied inanare Ihemselves.- Exlraordiuary Things, — Avoid 
linil Compauj. 

Although it does not fall in with the object of 
tliia vohime to give in account of the various cases 
which Ml Webster conducted through oouit yet 
tliere wis one so peculni, so excitin^i so full of 
ingic interest so illustiative of vinous conflicting 
monl pimciplts and which furnished an occasion 
foi one of his most impiesstve pleas that we aie «n 
willing to omit Its recitil lieie 

III the city of "^ilem in tlie "^tite ot Mas''jchii 
bLttb IS a house which is pointed cut to stitngcis ab 
a place wheie an act of thiillmg atiocity was a few 
years since committed It is in Essex Stieet ueir 
Newbiirj Street with 1 gaiden e-vtendiig in the reai 
towaids Brown Street this latter atieet hcingpaiallel 
with Essex Street* 

* The racls eoiinecied ivilb Uiis murder are derived fioi.i IIoii. 
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COVERS, 135 
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136 OKEAT EXCITEMENT. 

Ktabs on the body, made by some sliarp instrument, 
aod a heavy blow on the left temple ; although tlie 
skill was not broken, yet the skiiil was fi-actured. 
Gold eoiii and silver, to a considerable amount, were 
'u his chamber, yet none of it was taken. Witli 
the exception of the bed, the room presented its 
usnal appearance. Nothing was missed from the 
house, although it contaiaed much silver plate, which 
might have been stolen, if phinder had been the 
object of the assassin. 

This delibei-ate, dreadful tragedy, committed, as it 
was, upon a well-known, respectable citizen, in a 
densely-settled part of the town, produced a deep 
and wide-spread excitement. So apparently motive- 
less was the deed, that all felt exposed to similar 
danger. Neglected windows and doors were made 
more secure throughout the town. Watch dogs 
were obtained, and firearms were bought to increase 
the safety of the people. No one felt secure. Who 
was the criminal, or for what purpose the horrid 
deed had been committed, no one knew. The ex- 
citement was the more intense from the impeuetrable 
mystery which enshrouded the whole subject. In 
addition to large rewards being offered by the heirs 
of Mr. White, by the town, and by the governor of 
the state, for the detection of the murderer, the citi- 
zens appointed a committee of vigilancp, twenty- 
seven in number, who were to employ every means 



iiM=.i>,Googlc 



ATTEMPTED HOBUEKY. 137 

in Ihelr jiowei' to discover llie perpetntoi' of llih 
dicadfui crime. 

During the excitement of tlie commuiiitj upon 
liie subject, it was published in the nevr-pipei a, that 
a daring otterapt at highway rohbeiy had been 
iimde on Joseph J. Knapp, Jr., and Tohn rinncis 
Knapp in Wenham on the e*pn)ng of the 27th 
ol Apiil Tiioy ■itattd bpfoie tlie committee of 
in( ctijf ilion th^t wiieu near Wciibam Pond, on 
then Hay to Saiem m i thiise, three men ip 
pro lelicd them one oi whom stopped the boiae bj 
seizing the bi idle , the otheis then approached one 
on each side, ind attempted to seize a trunk whifb 
wa? in the chaiie The Knapp- of cohisl le-iafed 
Fiink made a thmst at one of them ttitb t sivord 
cane and Joseph struck the other in the ftce with 
the but end of the uliip This decided lesistiiice 
compelled them to reti eat Aftei giving i loud 
wbiatle as tf it iieie i sigm! to then accomfhces, 
they fled, being piusued i short d: tince but lui 
successfully, by Frank Knapp, Their size, appear- 
ance, and dress were described with considerable 
minuteness. In the account of this occurrence, as 
stated in the Salem papers at the time, it was re- 
marked that the gentlemen thus attacked were " well 
known, and no one questioned their respectability or 
veracity." This event increased the excitement. 
It appeared as if there were a gang of robbers 
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138 DISCLOSURES OF HATCH. 

prowling about in the commmiity, ready to plunder 
or murder, as opportuDity offered. For a number 
of weeks not the slightest incident occurred which 
served t-j furnish the faintest hope of discovering 
the guilty parties. Finally, the committee of Tigi- 
lance learned that a prisoner of tlie name of Hatch, 
confined in New Bedford jail, could make dis- 
closures that might be of great service to tliem. He 
was visited, the nature of his disclosures ascer- 
tained, and they wwe regarded as so important, that 
when the grand j'iry met, Hatch was brought in 
chains from New Bedford to give his testimony be- 
fore them. His relation was, that several months 
before the murder was perpetrated, he had fre- 
quently heard Richard Crowniu shield, Jr., of Dan- 
vers, say tliat he intended to destroy the life of Mr. 
White. Crowninshield was a young man of bad 
ciiaracter ; he is described as " of dark and reserved 
deportment, temperate and wicked, daring and wary, 
subtle and obdurate, of great adroitness, boldness, 
and self-command. He had for several years fre- 
quented the haunts of vice in Salem, and though he 
was often spoken of as a dangerous man, his person 
was known to few, for he never walked the streets 
by dayUght. Among bis few associates he was a 
leader and a despot." * 

« Hoj rioiljamm nriirrill. 



iiM=.i>,Googlc 



E39 

On tiie iestiuiDLiy of Hatcli, Ricluiid Crovviiiti- 
sliield, Ji-., was aireated on the 2d of May, and com- 
mitted to prison to await his tiial. As the evidence 
of Hatch did not seem sufficient to convict Crown- 
inshield, the committee of vigilance coJitiinied their 
efioi'ts to discover more convincing proofs. George, 
the brotlier of RicSiard, was also arrested. 

On the 15th of May, Captain Joseph .T, Knapj>, n 
respectable merchant and shipmaster of Salem, and 
father of the young men who were said to have 
been attacked hy robbers in Wenham, received, 
throngli the mail, the following letter ; — 

Charles Grant, Jr., to Joseph J. Knapp, 

" Belfast, May 12, 1830. 

" Dear Sir : I have taken the pen at this time to 
address an utter stiaager, and, strange as it may 
seem to you, it it foi tiie purpose of leque^fing the 
loan of three bundled and fiftj doihis, foi nhich 1 
can gne yon no secuiity but mj word, and in this 
case considei this to be suflicient Mj c^U fin 
money at ihis tmie is piessmg, oi I would nut 
ttouble jou, but with that sum, I hive the pros 
pect of turning it to so mudi ad^antagp, as to be 
abie to lefiind it, with mteiest, m the coui^ie of six 
mofitlia At ail events, I think it will be foi youi 
interest to compiv witli my leijnest, and tint immp- 
diatelj — that vb, not put oft any Jongei thun you 
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140 grant's letter. 

receive this. Then sit dowD ami toelose me the 
money with as much despatch as possible, for your 
own interest. This, sir, is my advice ; and if you 
do not comply with it, the short period between now 
and November will convince you that you have de- 
nied a request, the granting of which will never in- 
jure you, the refusal of which will ruin you. Are 
you surprised at this assertion 1 Rest assured that I 
make it re=ervino- to myself the reasons and a series 
offac fdd ab hh 

will hdfi pp qu lu 

less fo BC f ts 

must N I 

merel I an u d 

brotbe F h bus 

U'ansac d *" ip uJ 

that 1 h k g 

one th u d d p h x 

cute t b B u b b 

that. You see tliat fcuch things will leak out. To 
conclude, sir, I will iofoi'm you that there is a gen- 
tleman of my acquaintance in Salem, that will ob- 
serve that you do not leave town before the first of 
June, giving you sufficient time between now and 
then to comply with my request ; and if 1 do not 
receive a line from you, together with the above 
sum, befcre the SJd of this month, I shall wait upon 
you with an assistant. I have said enough to uon- 
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KNAPP'S ADVICE. 141 

viiice y.u of my knowledge, and tneiely inform you 
that ycfx can, wlieii you aiiswej", be as brief as pos- 
sible. Direct yours to 

" Charles Gkant, Jr., of Prospect, 

" Maine." 

This remarkable epistle was entirely unintelligible 
to Captain Rnapp. He was acquainted with no 
Cl.arles Grant, Jr. ; neitlier dicl he know a pingle 
pci'son ia tlie town of Belfast, Maine. It seemed 
to be a letter to obtain " lius-h money " from liim, 
with reference to some crime be had committed, 
with which the writer was acquainted. As Mr. 
Knapp had been guilty of no misdemeanor, neither 
was he willing to have money estortad from him by 
vague and mysterious threats. As, however, the 
letter appeared to be serious, and not intended as u 
joke, Captain Knapp consulted liis son. Natliaiuel 
Phippen Knapp, a young lawyer, to see if be could 
explda it. To him it was as inexplicable as to his 
father. They then went over to Weuham, and 
shoired the letter to Joseph J. Rnapp, Jr., and John 
Traocis Knapp, two other sons of the captain, who 
were then residing with Mrs. Beckford, to whom we 
have already referred as the niece and housekeeper 
of the murdered Mr. White. J. J. Knapp, Jr., read 
;he letter, said it contained a lot of trash, and ad- 
vised them to hand 1 to the committee of vigilance. 
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l'(3 THE SF.COr.'i LETTEll. 

It will be found in the sequel tliat this was a very 
important letter, and J. J. Ittiaitp, Jr., oiiglit to have 
known tliis. It is perfectly amazing that he sIiohIcI 
have advised their placing it at tlie disposal of the 
committee. Still tiiis was done, and the committee 
of vigilance obtained possession of the letter. 

The nest day the committee of vigilance received 
the following : — 

"GFNTLEHI.N m THi. ToiIMIrTEL OF "Vii rn^CL 

Heiiing that yon Inve t iken up lour young ineii 
on suspicion of being concerned in the murdei tf 
Ml White I thmk it time to mfoiin you that Ste- 
phen Vt lute came to me one night, and told me, if 
I would remote the old gentlemaa he would give 
roe five thousand dollais He =»id he was afiaid 1 e 
would altei his will it he Ined an> longer I told 
bim I would ill it hut I wi~, afimd to go into the 
house He said he would go in with me , that he 
would try lo get into tlie house in the evening, ind 
open the wiiid)ii , would then go home and go to 
bed and meet me again about eleven I found him, 
and we botli went into his chamber I stinck him 
on Ills head with a heavy pjpce of lead, and then 
stabbed him with a dirk, he made the finis! in^ 
fitioke= with injther He piomised to send nie the 
raonej next eveniiia i"d has not <:enl U yet nlicii 
IS the reason I mtntion this 

" Yours, &c., Gkant." 
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TIlis wns directed tc the Hon. Gideon Barstow, 
Salem. At the same time Hon. Stephen White 
received the following, directed to iiim through the 
post office at Snlem : — 

"Lmjh, Hny 19, 1830. 

"Mr. White will send the five thousand dollars, 
or a part of it, before to-morrow night, or suffer the 
[ininful consequences. N. Cdaxton, 4th." 

The murdered gentleman was uncle to this Mr. 
Wliite, and had bequeathed to him the largest part 
of his property. 

Both of these letters were put into the Salem 
post office oil Suoday evening, May 16th. 

After mature deliberation, the committee of vigi- 
lance came to the conclusion that the letter signed 
" Charles Grant, Jr.," might, if followed up, I'esutt 
iii impoilant disclosures. They therefore sent a 
judicious messenger to Prospect, in Maine. This 
messenger visited the postmaster there, confidentially 
communicated to him his husiueas, and then sent 
for an officer. All things being ready, he deposited 
a letter directed to Cliarles Grant, Jr., in the post 
office, and then remained there, waiting for Grant 
to call for it. It was not long before a man came 
and asked for Grant's letter, when the officer stepped 
forward and arrested liim. Upon examination, it 
appealed that his real name wjis Palmei", and that 
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lie resideJ in the iieighboiing tottii of Beltist Al- 
thi'Ugh he nas a jming man ot genteel iippeuTOoe, 
his chniacter was bncl He hid served out a teim 
jn the state's piison of Maiui, When uiluimeil of 
the leiaon of his airest, and ot the snspicioub tlni- 
ucter of hia letter to Kuapp, he saw thnt he might 
justij be siispeoted of being acce^soij to the mui- 
(iei, and tlieiefore, to clear himself, he resealed all 
that he knew ot the affui He stated that lie bid 
been a companion ot H. CrowDinshield, ^i , Jad 
George Ciownmshield , that he had spent a poitioii 
of the muter with them in Danveis and fealeni, uu- 
dei the assumed name of Can — pait oi this time 
he Ind been conei-Tled m their fathei's house la 
Dnnveis He tiuthei atated that, on the 2d oi Apiil, 
hf 5iw, fioLii the windows ot the house, rionk 
fcnapp, nnd i joniig man named Allen, iide up to 
ilie house, thit George and Fnak wilked Awiy 
together, and Eichard and Allen togelhei 1\ h(,n 
tliey ifturntd, George told Richaid that Frank 
wished tliem to kit! BIr Wliite, and thit J J 
K-napp, Jr , would pay one thousand dollais foi the 
job He iilso said that various methods ot eiecut 
ing the Liiuider were proposed, and tliat they want 
ed him to be concerned in it, but that he deciiiied 
Geoige suid tlial the housekeepei would he absent 
at the tune , that the design of J J Knapp, Ji , m 
ptojecting the muider, was to de>itioj Mi White's 
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II bfcai e it a;n\e the higeat im mnt <i tit p o\>- 
* to ^-tcpheji White, tliat the will was fai,t to bo 
(kstrojed bj T T Kinpp Jt and tiin lie coulfl do 
L\ ubtaimng from tlie hou'-e keeper the key of nti 
iRii chest 111 wbiLli if WHS kept He al&o stated 
tilt Tiank Knapp called again the same daj la a 
dmi'se and lode oft ignin with Ricliaid Crownin 
hiclil and that be Palmei ■spent the rijbt on 
vhich the miiidei w 15 committed at the Hilfwij 
Hou=e m Lynn 

The importint intoimation commumeited by 
P liuei ms it once trin=mitled to the committee 
ff iigilnnce mid le'-ulted in the appiehensicn of 
Toseph J Rnapp Ji and Jchn Fjaocia Knapp 
both of nliotti «eie young shipniisterB ani of re 
s-pectahle connections On the third day of their 
imprismment, Joseph f Knapp, Tt made i tn!I 
t oiifp SI n ind acknowledged that he oneinati-d the 
[Ijt foi the muuler He hf d mairied the daughter 
(f Mis Beckfoid the hou ekeepei ind knew thit 
b> 1 la will Ml W hite bad bequeathed to Mi s Betk- 
iaid a legacy of fifieeii thousand doUais but being 
informed that if Mr. White died without leaving a 
will, Mrs. B.'s portion would be nearly two Jiundred 
thousand dollars, he projected the plan of desti'oy- 
iiig Mr, White's will, and then, before he could dis- 
cover the loss and make another, to put the old 
man himself to death. He revealed his plan to his 
10 
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KG THE rREPAR^vnoN. 



brotiiei, and Fiank agieed to find some one to ict 
llie assassin Aftei tbia Frank opened the mattPi to 
Eichiid Cioirnm^hield Jr , who siid he would 
ruDimit the muider lor a thousand dullaia Joseph 
agreed to pi) lum that imoiint, and, as he had ac- 
cess to the housp at idl hours, it was arriuiffed dnt 
liL should unfasten the bicli window, so as lo ^i^e 
Rii hard easy entraoce to the premises 

He also confessed that, foui days befoie the iiiui 
del, he stole the will from the uon cheat, took it tj 
Wenham in his chaise box, where he had coieied it 
Mith ha), kept it till aflei tbe murdei, and then 
burned it After he had abstracted tbe will, be in 
tuimed Ctownmsbield that all was icidy On tbe 
evening of the snme day he raet Crowninshield in 
the centre of Salem Common. Crowninshield had 
with bim a bludgeon and a dagger, with wliicb be 
iDtended to commit tbe deed. Knapp asked bim 
if he intended to do it that night. He replied, he 
thought not ; be did not feel like it. It being as- 
certained that on Sunday, the 4th of April, Mr. 
White had gone to take tea with a relative in Chest- 
nut Street, Crowninxhield intended to assassinate 
him with a dirk on bis way home, but very fortu- 
nately Mr. White returned home before dark. Be- 
ing disappointed at this time, tbey next arranged for 
the ti'agedy on the 6th of April, Knapp was by 
some means to induce Mrs, Beckford to spend the 
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niglit with lier daughter at Wenham. This being 
accomplishRd, Crowniiifehield and Frank Kiiapp met 
about ten o'clock on the appointed evening;, in 
Brown Street, in tlie rear of Mr. White's garden, 
where they could observe the movements in the 
house, and see at what time Mr. While and his two 
servants went to bed. Crownin shield I'e quested 
Frank Knapp to leave him and go home. Frank 
did so, but shortly after I'eturned to the same spot. 
Ill the mean time, however, Crowninsliield walked 
down Brown Street, through Newbury Street, into 
Essex Street, on which the house fronts, entered a 
gate, and walked round to the back part of the 
house. He there found a plank, which he placed 
against tlie house ; he then climbed to a window, 
raised it, entered the house, ascended the s 
noiselessly opened the door of Mr. White's sleep- 
ing chamber, cautiously approached the bedsidb, 
and saw that the old gentleman was sound asle 
He now i-aised a heavy bludgeon, which he had c 
ried with him for the purpose, and inflicted a m 
tal blow. To be certain of accomplishing his fiend- 
ish design, he gave the body of thesld man many 
stabs with a sharp dirk or poniard, and then delib- 
erately felt of his pulse, to see that k had ceased to 
heat ! The dreadful deed bemg accomplished, he 
retired from the chambei', left the- iiouse, hurried 
back into Brown Street, where he met Frank', 
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who was tliere waitiiij; tu leai'ii the parficuliirs ot'tlie 
deed. Crowninshield ran down Howard Street, con- 
cealed the club under the steps of the OrthoddS 
Church, and then went home to Danvers, Joseph 
olao confessed that the story of the attack upitn 
himself and brother, ou the 27th of April, in Wen- 
ham, was entirely fitlse — it was originated by them- 
selves. He also confessed that he was the author 
of the two mysterious letters, signed " Grant," and 
" N. Claxton, 4th." 

Not long after the murder, Crowniiisltield, m 
company with Frank, weut over to Wenhani to ob- 
tain the one thousand dollars which were to be the 
wages of his iniquity. He obtained, however nt 
that time, only one hundred live franc pieces 
Crowninshield gave a particular account of ili ihe 
circumstances connected with hi'* commission of the 
crime, told where he concealed the blud^esii, and 
expressed his sorrow that Joseph Knipp hid not 
obtained the right will — tliat if he had known 
tliere was another, he would have gotten it Joseph 
sent Frank to find the club, and in some way to 
destroy it; but he was u s ccesaful m discoveiing 
where it was. When Joseph 1 o ve er, made his 
confession, he gave particul info matioii ot il9 
place of concealment, and tl e e it was found It 
was a heavy hickory bludge n nea Ivtwo feet long, 
with Si lai-ge, egg-shaped haad. Th a h. )d h .d been 



THE ASSASSIN IN PlilSON. UO 

lioilowLti out aDd tl.eii filled wiUiieaO Its Mill ice 
was soioirtli, and the handle well ada,ited foi i fiim 
grasp Ciowiiitisiiield stated th'it lie turned it in i 
lathe 

Aflei Ciowiiiiishields njii-s^t and iinpi isoniiieiit, 
lie mamk te 1 great iiidifleieoce — a kind ol atoica! 
composure , but ivben he m is informed of Knapp'a 
1 lest bis knee^ smote together the sweit atood in 
lar^'e drops upon liis bion, and he v/is so f r n\ci- 
come ib-\t be fell back npon his bunk 

"When Palmer, abas Ch\rle3 Grant Ti n a 
bioUjfbt to ^alem jnil Crown in&hjeld &a\^ biiii as, 
he leit tbe cainage and na& led by the officeia luto 
the prison P dtuei hippened to be placed in a cell 
diiectij imdei tbe one which iias ocmpi d by 
Crownin shield. One day, when sevei-al of the mem- 
bers of the committee of vigilance were io Palmer's 
cell, conversing with him, their attention was arrest- 
ed by a load whistle overhead. Presently a voice 
called, " Palmer ! Palmer ! " Soon a slip of paper 
and a pievc of pencil were seen dangling ia the air 
over tlieir heads, Eiiid gradually descending lower 
mid lower. When they came within reach, they 
were received by the committee. Upon examining 
tbe paper, it was found to contain two lines of poe- 
try, in order that, if Palmer was really there, be 
should signify it by writing two more lines, and 
make the verse complete. Palmer shrunk away into 
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tlic oiii 1 of his cell, and ms nltema ds tiins 
feired to another p-iit ot the piiaon lie ■itimd in 
great feai ot Ciowiimahield 

Upon information received fiom Palaier, Cionu- 
inshield's bain n in seuched on the 12th of lime, 
and a quantity of stolen goods wa& found concealed 
there Ci on ninshield, findiug that the evidences of 
his guilt weru thistering thickly aiound him, and 
beiHg deteimined, as he had Irequeiitlj said not to 
sntTei a. public, ignominious puQishmcnt, committed 
&ui<,ide bj banging him'^elf with d handkercliief to 
the bais of his cell 

The tiial of the Knipja aid of f.eoi^c f i wn 
lubhield was commenced in the Supieme Couit, nt 
Snlein, on the 30th of July a epecwl teim of the 
court having been held for tint puipoie It ion 
tinued, with a few days' rece^is, till the 20tb of Au 
gust John Fiincis Kntpp wa^ indicted aa pnnei- 
pnl, the (.tiier tno as accessoni 
who hud been aire=ted ind 
suapiLion ot being concciutd 
thbchai ged 

Tohn Fiancis Kmpp mis 
required that tbe principal < 
murdci, must fiiat be fotmd ^ 
aecessoiies could he put upon trnl His c iinivcl 
were Me^ars Fnnklin Dexter and William H Gar 
diner, gentlemen of distinguished reputation in their 
prote'Moij 
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When Joseph J. Knopp, Jr., — who, upnn the 
jjioraise of fayor fioiii the goveinnieiit, hnd raacie a 
full confession of the wliole plot and of the munuer 
of ita execution, — was called upon the stand, he 
refused to testify. He would make no acknonledg- 
ments before the court and juiy. The goieiament, 
llievefore, withdrew its pledge of favor, and he was 
left to the regular course of law, after gninu, us he 
had done by his confossiou, a clew ti) ■^atficipat 
evidence for the convictioj} of hiflT^elf and hi- 
hioihcr. 

The trials proceeded. Both the Knapps were 
I'oavicted. George Crowniaabield proved that lie 
■was somewhere else at the time of the murder, aji<\ 
so was cleared. 

Mr. Webster had been I'cquested by the officers 
of goverament to assist them in conducting the 

After the evidence was all in, aud Mr. Fi'smklin 
Oexter had pleaded in defence of John F. Knapp, 
Hi-. Webster arose, and addressed the jury in her. 
half of the government. In the early pai't of hia- 
pica he gave utterance to the following thrilling de- 
scription of the manner in ivhich the deed was coia- 
mitted. As we read it, we can almost see the 
assassin engaged in his work of death. His anal- 
ysis of the operations of conscience is also pow- 
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" Gentlemen, it is a most extraurdioai'y case ; in 
some respects it lias liardly a precedent any wliere, 
certainly noce in oui- New England Iiistory. This 
bloody drama exhibited no suddenly excited, gngoT- 
ernable rage. The actors in it were not surprised by 
any liun-lLIie temptation springing upon their virtue, 
and overcoming it, before resistance could begin. 
Nor did they do the deed to glut savage vengeance, or 
satiate long-settled and deadly hate. It was a cool, 
calculating, money-makifig murder. It was all 
' hire and salary, not revenge.' It was the weigh- 
ing of money against life ; the counting out of so 
many pieces of silver agmnst so many ounces of 

" An aged man, without an enemy in the world, 
in his ovTO house, in his own bed, is made the victim 
of a butchei'ly murder, for mere pay. Tinily here 
is a new lesson for painters and poets. Whoever 
shall hereafter draw the portrait of murder, if he 
will show it as it has been exhibited, where such 
example was last to have been looked for, — in the 
very bosom of our New England society, — let him 
not give it the grim visage of Molocli, Ihe brow 
knitted by revenge, the face black with settled hate, 
and the b!ood-shot eye emitting livid fires of malice: 
let him draw, rather, a decorous, smoothfaced, blood- 
less demon ; a picture in repose, rather than in ac- 
tion ; not so much an example of human nature in its 
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life has been dtatrojed b> the blow of tlio biucl^poii , 
he even laises tlie igcd aim that be 1I!^J not ftil m 
ilia Ilia at t!ip lieait anJ lepIuLPS it agaui om t! e 
i\oundM of the pomaid To finish tie pictiiic, be 
i-iploies the wn';t foi the pulse he feeis foi it and 
nsceHiins that it beats no longer it is acrom 
phslicd the deed is done he lelieat" letnces lis 
steps tu the nrndon passes out thioiigh it as he 
i-imeiii and escapes He Ins done tie iiuiider 
no eye hia seen him no cii has beiid hiin the 
secii-t IS hifl own and it is sale 

Ah gentlemen, that was a dreadful i icfike , 
such a seciet can be safe nowhere The whole 
cieatioLi of God baa neitbei nook noi coinei where 
the giilty can be'toiv it and say it is snfe Kot to 
spe^k of thit eve nljch pierces tliiough oil dis 
guiscs and beholds eveiy thing as in the splendoi of 
noon, s(!cb seciets nf gmJt oie nerei siia lum cle 
tectiot e(en by men 

Ime it IS, geneiaily speaking, that niuider 
will out ; ' ti'ue it is, that Providence hath so or- 
dained, and doth so govern things, that those who 
break tbe great law of. Heaven by shedding man's 
blood seldom succeed in avoiding discoveiy ; es- 
pecially in a case exciting so much attention as this, 
discovery must come, and will come, sooner or Inter. 
A thousand eyes turn at once to ex])lore every man, 
eveiy thing, every cireumstaace, connected with tlie 
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time and iilace ; a thousund ears catch every wliia- 
per ; a thousand excited miads intensely dwell on 
the scene, shedding nil their light, and ready to kin- 
dle the slightest circumstance into a blaze of dis- 
covery. Meantime, the guilty soul cannot keep its 
own secret ; it la false to itself; or, rather, it feels 
an irresistible impulse of conscience to be true tn it- 
self; it labors under its guilty possession, and knows 
not what to do with it. The human heart was not 
made for the residence of such an inhabitant ;' it 
finds itself preyed on by a torment which it dares 
not to acknowledge to God or man. A vulture is 
devouring it, and it can ask no sympathy or assist- 
ance either from heaven or eartb. The seci'ct 
which the murderer possesses soon couaes to pos- 
sess him ; and like the evil spiiits of which we read, 
it overcomes him, and leads him whithersoever it 
will; he feels it heating at his- heart, rising to his 
throat, and demanding disclosure ; be tliinks the 
whole world sees it in his face, reads it in his eyes, 
and almost hears its workings in the very silence of 
his thoughts ; it has become his master ; it betrays 
liis discretion, it breaks down his courage, it conquers 
bis prudence. When suspicions from withouv ^egin 
to embai-rass him, and the net of circumstances to 
entangle him, the fatal seci'et struggles with still 
greater violence to burst forth ; it must he con- 
fessed, it will he confessed ; there is no refuge 
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from confession but suidrle, ^mI 'iii id< i-; roiiila- 
sioti." 

As a Bpecinieii of Mr Webbtei's diiictues-", cleir- 
neaa, aud logical power, when aiginug a case to a 
jury, we give tlie follonmg estiact fiom the same 
plea. The connsel for the defendant hod spoken of 
the evidence against the piiaonei as " cirouiHstautifll 
stuiF," Of this phrase Mi Webster makcB effective 
use ; it was a powerful weapon furnished lum bj his 
ad**iSHiy 

And uoii geatlemen in esanimiag tbii, esidcnce, 
let us bLjjiii at tbe begiaiung and see first wiiot we 
knew independent of the disputed testimony Tins 
IS a tase of cii(,ura«tintial eiideuce , ind the e cii- 
(umstaiices, «e thinl are full and sBtisfactoiy 
The case mainly depend? upon tiiem and it is com 
mou that offences of this kind nniot be pioTed in 
this ttiv RLdflight a-«assmb tilvC no nitneasea, 
the evidence of the facts lehed oa has been some- 
what sneeiingly denoinimted by the learned counsel 
' cii cumstintial stuff,' but it is not ~iieh ntufl: la 
dreams are maclc if Whj does be not re id tliis 
«tuft1 Why does lie not scattei it to the winds "f 
lie dismisses it a little to"> sumimnlj It -iliall 
be my busmesa to exiranie this atuft ind ttj its 
cohesion 

' Ibp lettPi fiom P hi It Bdf t — I tl It ni 
more than flimay atuft "> 
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b d ttere from Knapp to the cnm- 

I White — are they nothing but 

1 me, that the housekeeper was 

h murder waa committed, as it 

J, d Id be ■— is that, too, n useless 

n ffl 
If h he key of the chamber door 

d ecreted ; that the window was 
d u d — are these to be so shglitly 

y d p I of 1 
I n gentlemen, to settle now, at the 

n h great question of a conspiracy, 
w n n the defendant was not a party, 

n nee here to convict him H 

as cy, and he is piosed to hdre 

y h se twofact=ha>e a stiongbeir- 

e nd 1 tlie great points of iiiqiniy 
Th nd counsel take no distinct ground, 

a^ I have already said, on this point, either to admit 
or to deny. They choose to confine ihemsehes to 
a hypothetical mode of speech Thej ^ly, suppos- 
ing there was a conspii^acy, non sfqu f »■ tl at the 
prisoaer is guilty as principal. Be it so C t stiil 
if there was a conspiracy, and if lie was a co pir 
ntor, and helped to plan the murder, th s t al cd 
much light on the evidence which goes o cl ga 
him with the execution of that plan. 
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dw ub d mwh d 

hciened, there was a lock on iho duorof the chajn- 
ber m which Mi White slept, but the key was gone ; 
it had beett taken away and secreted ; the footsteps 
of the murderer were Tiaible, out doors, tending 
tosvarda the window; tbe plank bywhieb be entered 
the window still remained ; the road he pursued had 
been thus prepaied for him. The victim was slain, 
and the murdeier had escaped ; every thing indicat- 
ed that somebody within had cooperated with some' 
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body without. Every thing proclaimed tliat some of 
the iQmates, or somebody having access to the liouse, 
had had a hand in the murder. On the face of the 
circumstances, it was apparent, therefore, that this 
was a premeditated, concerted murder ; that there 
had beea a conspiracy to commit it. Who, then, 
were the conspirators t If not found out, we are 
still groping in the darli, and the whole tragedy is 
still a mystery. 

" If the Rnapps and the Crown in shields wcj'e not 
the conapirntors in this murder, then there is a whole 
set of conspirators not yet discovered. Because, inde- 
pendent of the testimony of Palmer and Leighton, 
independent of all disputed evidence, we know, from 
uncontroeerted facts, that this murder was, and must 
have been, the result of concert and cooperation 
between two or more. We know it waa not done 
without plan and dthberation ; we see that whoeier 
entered the house to strike the blow was favoied 
and aided by somp one who had been pieviously in 
the house, without feuapicion, and who had prep^ied 
the way. This is concert, this is coopention, this 
is conspiracy If the Knapps and the Crownin- 
shields, then, neie not the conspiratoia, who were ' 
Joseph Rnapp had a motive to desire the dt ath of 
Mr. White, lad thit motive has been shown BTe 
was connected by mariiage with the familv of Ml 
"White; his wife was the danshtei of Mi« Beck- 
ford, who \^as tl« ( h child of 1 M-,lu <f the Hl 
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100 THE WILL. 

ceased. Tlie deceased was more tliaii eighty years 
old, and liad no children ; his only lieirs were neph- 
ews and nieces. Ho was supposed to be possessed 
of a very lurge fortune, whicli would have descended, 
by lavy, to his several nephews and nieces in equal 
shares ; or, if there was a will, tlieu according to the 
will. But as lie had but tvro branches of heirs, the 
chiidreji of his brother, Henry White, and of Mrs. 
Eeckford, each of these branches, accoiding to the 
conimoii idea, would have shared oae half of bis 
property. This popular idea is not legally correct ; 
but it is common, and very probably entertained by 
the parties. According to this idea, Mrs. Beckford, 
on Mr. White's death without a will, would have been 
entitled to one Inlf ot his ample foituiie , and Jo'eph 
Knapp had inatiied one of her three childien 
There was i «ill, and this mil gnve the bulk of the 
piopeitj to othera , and we learn (lom Palmei that 
one part ot the design was to destro) the will before 
the muider wao committed There hid been a pre- 
vious will, and that previous ndl was known or be- 
lieved to have been more favorable thin the other to 
the Beckfoid family, so that bj deatioyiag the last 
will, and destioying the life of the testator at the 
frame time, either the first and more fiivoiable will 
would be set up, or the deceased would have no wUl, 
which would be, as was supposed, still more favora- 
ble ; but the conspirators not iiaving succeeded in 
obtainirg and destroying the last will, though they 



KEY 01- THAT LOCK. Ifjl 

accomplished the murder, — that will being found .n 
existence, sud safe, and that trill he(|ueathi)ig tlie 
masa of projierty to others, — it seemed at the time 
impossible for Joseph Kunpp, as for any one else, in- 
deed, but the principal devisee, to have auy motive 
which should lead to the murder. The key which 
unlocks the whole mystery is the knowledge of the 
intention of the eouspirators to steal the will. This 
is derived from Palmer, and it explains all ; it solves 
the whole marvel ; it shows the motive which actu- 
ated those against whom there is much evidence, 
but who, without the knowledge of this intention, 
were not seen to have bad a motive. This intention 
IB proved, as I have said, by Palmer ; and it is so 
congnious with oil the rest of the case, it agrees so 
well with all facts and circumstances, tliat no man 
coiild well withhold his belief, though the facts were 
stated by a still less credible witness. If one desi- 
rous of opening a lock tiinis over and fi'ies a bunch 
of keys till he finds one that will open it, he natu- 
rally supposes he has found tlie key of that lock. 
So, in explaining circumstances of evidence which 
are apparently irreconcilable or unaccountable, if a 
fact be suggested, which at once accounts for all, 
and reconciles all, by whoiaaoever it may be stated, 
it is still dilRcult not to believe tfaat such fact is the 
true fact belonging to the ease. In this respect 
Palmer's testimony is singularly confirmed. If it 
II 
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were fulsc, bis iLi^enuity crmlil not fuinisli us sucli 
clear exposition of stL'ange-api)eanjjg circumstances. 
Some, truth not before known caii alone do tbat." 

"The acts of the parties themselves famish 
strong pre&Hiiiption of their giiiJt. What was done 
on the receipt of the letter frocj Blaino 1 This let- 
ter was signed by Charles Grant, .Tj-., a person not 
known to either of the Knapps, nor was it known 
to them that any other person beside the Crownin- 
shields knew of tlie coaspiracy. This lettei', by the 
accidental omission of the word Jr., fell into tlie 
hands of the fathei', when intended for the son ; the 
father carried it to Wenham, where both the sons 
were. They both read it. Fix your eye steadily on 
this pai^t of tlie ch-cuiasfanticd stuff, which is in the 
case, and see what can be made of it. This was 
shown to the two brothers on Saturciay, the 15th of 
May; neither of them knew Piihner, and if they 
had known him; they could not know him to have 
been the writer of this letter. It was mysterious to 
them how any one at Belfast could have had knowl- 
edge of this aifiiir. Their conscious guilt prevented 
due circumspectioQ. They did not see the bearing 
of its publication. They advised their father to 
carry it to the coinmittee of vigilance, and it was so 
carried. On tlie Sunday following, Joseph began 
to think there might be something in it. Perhaps, 
in the mean time, lie had seen one of the Crowniii- 
shields. He was apprehensive that they might be sus- 
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poctetl ; lie was anxious to turn attention from their 
family. What comae did lie adopt to effect this 1 
He addressed one letter, with a false name, to Mr. 
White, and another 
pJete t!ie climax of 
othe 



!, and to com- 
■ foily, be signed the letter 



H d 

folly equal to this ? Can you conceire of crime 
more odious and abominable ? Merely to explain the 
apparent mysteries of the letter from Palmer, they 
excite the basest suspicions against a man, wiiom, if 
they were innocent, they had no reason to believe 
guilty, and whom, if tliey were guilty, they most cer- 
tainly knew to be innocent. Could they have adopted 
a more direct method of exposing fbeir own infamy ? 
Tiie letter to the committee has intiinsie marks of 
a knowledge of ttis transaction. It tells the time 
and the mamier in which the murder was committed. 
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Everj line speaks the writer's condemnation. In 
iittemptiiig to divert attention from his family, and 
to charge the guilt upon another, he indeliljly fixes 
it npoii himself. 

" Joseph Kiiapp requested Allen to put these letters 
into the post office, because, said he, " I wish to nip 
this silljaffaii m the bud' Iftlinweie i>ot th 
order of an overmlin^ Pjovidence I ohjuid s } 
that it was the silhefct piece of folly that n is e < 
pi-actised. Maik the destiny of crime ' It u eici 
ohliged to resort to Biich subterfuges , it trembles 1 1 
the broad light , it betinys itself in see! ing cone il 
ment. He alone wnlks sifely that walks upiiglil! 
Who for a moment cin read these letter'! nnd doubt 
of Joseph Knnpp a gu Jt T The eo istitiition of m 
ture is made to inform agaiii^t him Theie is nc 
corner dark enough to conceal liim Theie is nr 
turnpike road broad enough oi smooth cnou^jli fci 
a man so guilty to waik la without stumblma Ev(,i * 
ste|3 ijroclaims his secret to erery p-isscu'-e I'l 
own atts come out to fix hxs guilt In attemptin t 
ehaige another luth his own ciirae ho wiit s ! 
own conff-ssioa To do away the eftect ot Palmei l 
letter, signed 'Criaot,' he writes i lettei himself, oik! 
affixea to It the name of Giant He writes in a 
disguised Innd But hon could it happen that the 
aami draut should be in Salem that wis at Belfast T 
This hag brought thewlole thing out. Evidently 
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he did it, because he has adopted the same styie. 
Evidently he did it, because be spenks of the price 
of blood, and of other eircnmstanees connected with 
the nmder thit no one but aconspuatti could have 
known 

These specimens tie sufEcient to s! ow that the 
plea of Mr Webstn, on that occasioQ was one of 
{,ieat powei Itjioduced i thidhng eftect The 
prisoneis weie convicted and it cnnii>t be doubted 
that Ml Webster s aignnieot contiEhuted in no smal] 
degree to =ei,ure thit Rsult Ihe e\citemciit on 
the Decision wia intense The couit house was 
crowded ^ ct tlie stdliies'5 of the tomb reigned there 
dtiimg tLe deh\ety (f this plei foi it wis beheifd 
that life oi death n la depending i pon ihe voi la 
wl icb weie being uttered 

Before leaving this tiial m which Mi Webatei 
occupied so impoi-tant a pirt it will bepioperto 
call special attention ti 1 ^e^T of tlie laoie ettiaor 
dinaiy featuie? ct the astounding deed for the com 
nii^rfiioa of which the defendants i eie convicted and 
cTecuted 

It WIS remaikable that the evidence which first 
diiocted publio -sttention to the gudtj paities should 
have giovvii out of casual lemarlts which dropped 
froia one of the criminals some rnoaths before the 
murder was committed, wbiih remarks were revealed 
to the committee of vigilance bj' Hatch, who wna 
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himself an inijjrisoned convict, in a distant part of 
the state, at the time of the perpetralioii <if the 
bloody deed, and who, therefore, must have been 
ignorant of all tlie circumstances connected with it. 

little did Crowninshield imagine, when he ex- 
pressed, in the hearing of Hatch, his determiiiatioa 
to put Bir. White to death, that lie was furnishing 
evidence which would lead to his own opprehenBion 
for the murder. Yet so it was. And herein are 
we furnished with an illustration of the truth, that 
the wicked are insnared by the woi'da of their 
month, and that, in the providence of God, a ci'im- 
inal is allowed to weave a net for bis own entangle- 
ment, in which, after Ihe commission of his crime, 
he is eifectually caught. 

It was very extraordinary that the letter signed 
" Cliarles Grant, Jr.," from Belfast, Maine, shonld 
have reached J. J, Knapp, the father, insteod of J. 
J. Knapp, Jr., the son, for whom it was intended. 
Still more extraordinary was it, that when this letter 
nas shown to J J Knapp, Jr , instead of peiceiving 
how stronglj it would beai agamst bim, he pietend- 
ed tint It cont*uned meiely "tiash," and advised 
his fttliei to hand it to the committee of iigJance, 
theieby uniiittingly fiiiiiishing them with e*idence 
which lesuhed in directmg their attention to him, 
and ultimately in le^ealmg the whole conspiiacy 

It was stiange that, after the apprehension of the 
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Knipps, Joseijh aliould make ■» confe-aioa of the 
whole rmtt(*r, upon the pledge ot lavor fiom tin, 
goiemmeiit, and then, altei fuimshiiig the govern- 
ment with a sohitioii ot all the lahyrmth of ciictiui 
stancea connected with tilt, tiogedy, should nithdiaw 
tlist (,onfesBion, lefuae to testify upon the stand, and 
be »illmg himself to go to tiia! It i& belieyed that 
if he had adhered to his confession, his biother Frank 
would not haie been conMCted, because his coofes- 
aion stated that, on the nighlj of tlie murdei, Crown- 
iiisbield told Funk, m Blown Stieet, to go home; 
tliat he went home, went to bed, and then got op 
and returned to Brown Stieet, to leain tlie circiim- 
etancea of the di,ed If this was believed, then 
Frank would not have been convicted ts a principal, 
because it would have appeared that he was not 
there to " aid tind abet " in the miiiclei, according 
to the legal sigmfieation ot those term" Whilst 
Joseph, being state's evidence, would not have been 
tiied at all. 

It was estiaordiaary that the mnrdei- was pro- 
jected under the influence of two errors — one of 
law and the other of fact. The error of kae was, 
that if Mr. White died without a will, Mrs. Beck- 
ford would inherit one half of hia estate, whereas 
Joseph Kiiapp knew that, by his will, he had lel\ 
her a great deal less tlian one half. . 

The error hi fact was, that when the will, as was 
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supposed ^ s t^l^^ll fiom Mi ^\ lute b iioo chest it 
proved ti be the wiong mil Hi White hnd mide 
one of later date &o that the sjieLihc object of the 
murdei uas eiTcctually defeated 

It waa alao a ri,maiUable deveiopmeiit of tlie hard 
ening natuie of human depravity, that on the night 
following the tragedy, liuapp '.hould have witched 
with the body of the murdei ed old mau, and at the 
funeral should have ofhciated as one of the chief 
mourneiE eien lollowing him to the giave in that 
capacity nithout, by the shgJjtest word oi act cr" 
ating the le^^t suspicion ot his own guilt 

Let the joung bs odmomshed, by the dieidful 
fate ot these ofiendeis (one of whom eommitted »ui 
cide in prison and the twn otheis being executed ) 
to avoid evil ^ssoclates They cannot mingle with 
the wicked without being contamimted b> tl cm In 
view of thia thiiihng tragedy, how ai^iiifacant is the 
language of Solomon ' — 

" Mj son, if -niners entice thee consent thou not 
IfhyyC I 1 1) fbl 

1 1 1 1 Ij 1 1 
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For then k t mil ti m\ au I m k ! tc t ''he I 
blood ''uiely m \aui tbe net is spread iii tlic siglit 
of an) biid And theylayttait foi then onn blood, 
they lurk pimlj for then onn lives ^o are the 
way& of eveiy one that is gieedy of ^iin which 
taketh away the life <)f the owners thereof." 

Mr. Webster has been repeatedly lieard to say 
that he was indebted in do small degree to Mr. 
Jereioiah Mason for his attainments in legal science, 
and his skill in argument, Mr. Mason was a most 
powerful competitor in any cause ; hence, when 
Webster was opposed to him, as was often the case, 
he was compelled to make a careful antl elaborate 
preparation to meet bis opponent 

Joel Parker, LL. D„ Royall professor in the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge, in liis interesting address be- 
fore the students in the Law School, on the charac- 
ter of Daniel Webster as a jurist, says, — 

" Some half dozen years since, in a company of 
le en M W ebster was applied to for bis opin- 
of M Mo s ability as a lawyer. Speaking 
d 1 be a elj a 1 a manner denoting his intention 
o njla o vbat he uttered, be replied that 

I e 1 d k o n a young man knows his superiors 
g I e ba of a former generation, — all the 
1 ad e — and he was intimately acquaint- 

ed n ! all I e le d ng lawyers of the present bar 
o 1 U s ; but for himself, ho had rather 
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meet if it c )ulcl be combined, all t!i tikit Jiid 
learaiDg ot the just and pieseut bai of the United 
Stiitea llian leiemi'ih Mason, smgle handed and 
alone Tiic min who hid Jeiemiah Mason foi his 
comisel WIS sine of having hii ct-c tiicd ri': well is 
it was po=5iblL ftr human ingenuity and 1 lining tj 
try it ' * 

In a bpiutitui tubiite to the chaiacter ol Mi 
Mason at a bai meeting upon the OLcasion of Ins 
deatb BIl Webatei said, " I am bound to siv that 
of my own piotessional discipline and att-unments 
whate^ci thej maybe I owe much to that close 
attention to the discharge of my duties which I was 
compelled to pay for mne successive yeiis from day 
to daj bv Mr Mason's effoits and argumentis at the 
same bai Ff(s est ah hoste thcat and I muot have 
been unintelhgent indeed not to hive leimed some 
thing trom the constant displajs of that ptwer which 
I had so mnch occasion to see and to ieel 

It would appear, liowevei that thpie weie 
"blows to take as well as blows to give, trom the 
time of the eailiest meetiug of Mi Mason and Blr 
Webster is opposing counsel In anothei note to 
the Lile of Chiet Justice Smitb, it is stated, ippai 
ently on the authojity of Mr Masoii himself tl it 
the liist time th v met n is in a crimm il tinl T' 

" P. Harvey, Est]. 
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defendant was indicted tor countet fciting. Mr. Ma- 
son was in tLe defence, and Mi Webster, in the ab- 
sence of the attoinej general, was applied to by the 
solicitor for tbe county to act in behalf of the state. 
Mt Mason, it is said, had heird of him aa a " young 
man of remarkable promise ; " but he Lad heard 
such things of young men before, and prepared him- 
self aa he would have doue to meet the attorney 
general. But he soon found that he had quite a 
different person to deal witJi. The young man came 
down upon him "like a thunder shower," and Mr. 
Masoo's client got off, as he thought, more on ac- 
count of the political feelings of the jury, than from 
the arguments of the counsel, Mr. Mason was par- 
ticularly stiuck with the high, open, and manly 
ground taken by Mr, Webster, who, instead of avail- 
ing himself of any technical advantage, or pushing 
the prisoner hai'd, confined himself to the main 
points of law and fact. Mr. Mason did not know 
how much allowance ought to be made for hia being 
taken so by suiprise, but it seemed to him that he 
had never since known Mr. Webster to show greater 
legal ability in an argument.* 

It may be added, that the defendant in that 
case had been a member of the legislature — one 
of the creators of law. This led Mr. Webs'er, in 

' Life of Judge Smiih, p. aC3. 
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his argument to the jury, to say, in cuQiiettion with 
the aentiraeiit that no position m sonety could plice 
a mtn abo*e the leicli of law, that " tlie majesty and 
[Oipartulity of the law were such, that it noiild 
briujT even its guilty cre-itoi to it? feet " — a pi^sage 
"hi'h hno been muc! idmiiefl foi its feh city and 

In hi*: own, and in other states, Mi Webster v.ii 
eogiged in •some of the most important cases i,vei 
tiled in the countiT In tU of them he developed 
the same gieat tilents, and extensive infoimitioii 
upon the points of law involved , the same clear- 
ness, teisenesa, diiectness, and logical power, wheth- 
er pleading to the couit or to the juiy These cises 
embraced almost every principle which is made the 
subject of litigation in our courts, and in ail of them 
Mi Webster pioved himself to be at home Thc^e 
nho wish to know the chaiirtei of his pleas on 
those gieit occTsions are referred to his works, as 
edited by the Hon Edward Everett Tbej cannot 
be fjo strongly recommended to the young men of 
3ur land. 
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No iiiiJividual possessed of Mr. Webster's abili- 
lies could remain long in tlie quiet practice of tiaj 
profeesion. His country needed his talents, and de- 
manded that all should be 3aid aa an offering upon 
the altar of patriotism. Great genius and great 
!nodesty^ are ofttimes inseparable companions. This 
was seen in tbe case of Mr. Webster. He was r.ot 
anxious to enter into tbe troubled whirlpool of poli- 
tics. He was satisfied witli liis profession, and was 
not desii'ous to relinquiali it for tlte honors or emol- 
uments of public office. Yet, at the call of bis 
fellow-citizens, be consented to enter upon tbe tin- 
tried labois and resjionsibilities of congressional 



life. 



At the early age of thirty he 
11 tlie national House of I 
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was immediately brought into contact with a galaxy 
of the most distinguished men of the country. He 
ivas at once appointed on the most important com- 
mittee iu the house — that of foreign relations. 
The United States were then at war with Great 
Britain, and consequently an unusual amount of re- 
eponsibility and labor devolved upon this committee. 
Although he was now introduced upon a stage 
where every thing was novel to him, — where the 
;hai-acters, the scenes, the machinery, and the cost 
and strength of the company, were all to be learned, 
— yet he soon proved himself to be an apt scholar. 
Yea, before long he became a teacher there. Not 
satisfied with being like a spectator at a theatre, — 
ail inactive beholder of other men's performances,— 
he preferred to take part iu the important drama 
himself. Accordingly, in the early part of the ses- 
sion, he presented a series of resolutions of iuqiury, 
concerning the repeal of the Berlin and Milan de- 
crees, and on the 10th of June, 1813, he made his 
first speech in Congress in their support. As no 
report of the speech has been preseiTed, we have 
no otiier means of knowing its character, and the 
impression which it produced, than from tradition, 
and the remarks of those who were favored with the 
privilege of hearing it. Mr. Everett says tliat it 
was a calm and statesmanlike exposition of the ob- 
ject of the r isolutiouH he had introduced, and was 
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isinrked by all the clsaractefistics oi" Rli'. "W.'s ma- 
tmcst parltnmentarj' efforts — " moderation of tone, 
l>iccision of ataiement, force of reasoning, absence 
of ambitious rhetoric and highflown language, ocea- 
sioim! bursts of true eloquence, and, pei'vading the 
whole, a genuine and ferrid patriotism." 

Mr. March saja of it, " The opening of his speech 
was simple, unaffected, without pretension, graduiJly 
gaining the confidence of his audience by its traas- 
parent sineerity and freedom from auglit resembling 
display \s the orator continued lad grew animnted 
his w ] ds beenmp moj e flnent and hib latlg^^ge mot e 
nervouB t cioiid of thought" seemed uishmg upon 
him, ail eagei i >r uttennce He held them hon 
ever, u idet the comnnnd of his miiid as grejbo mdo 
with ft ensb till he ne^red tl e close of his speech 
when wanned bj the pievious te traut, he pomul 
them 11 foith one ihtr anothei m glouin^' kn 
gnage 

" Tl o '.ppech took the 1 ousc by suipn e n t so 
much fj n its eloquence a-i trom the iftbt amount 
of histojical knowledge ind lUustiative jbihtj dis- 
|)!ayel la it Hoi> a pel son untiained to foiensic 
contc t-^ Tiid unused to public afttuis, could exhibit 
so mich piihanentTj/ tact such nice appreciation 
of thp difficulties of a difficult question aud such 
i^mt't facility m >iurmotinting them puzzled the mind 
The ill [ e e ce of tl sj ^k I id ( r- 
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pared tlie liouse for no such display, and astoiiisliment 
for a time subdued the expression, of its admiration." 

" No member befoi'e," says a person then in the 
house, " ever riveted the attention of tlie house so 
closely, in lus first speech. Members left their 
seats where they could not see tlie speaker face to 
face, and sat down, or stood on the floor, fioutmg 
him. All listened attentively and silently duimg 
the whole speech ; and when it was over, manj went 
up and warmly congratulated the oratoi ; omsug 
whom wei-e some, not the most niggaid of their 
compliments, who most dissented from the views he 
had expressed." 

Chief Justice Ttfai-shaU, writing to Judge Story, 
some lime after this speech, says, " At the time when 
this speech was delivered, I did not know Mr. Web 
ster; but I wais so much struck with it, t!mt I did 
not hesitate then to state that Mr, Webster was a very 
able man, and would become one of the first states- 
jijen in Amei'ica, and perhaps the lery first." 

" Such ])raise, from such a man," says Judge 
Story, " ought to be very gratifying. Consider that 
he is now seventy-five years old, and that be speaks 
of his recollections of some eighteen years ago with 
a freshness which shows how deeply your reasoning 
imprfissed itself upon his mind. Keep this in mento- 

T le speech immediately raised its a. thor Co the 
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ber of the House of Repieeentatives or of the Seoate. 
He was not a frequent speaker ; he reserved his 
strength for great occaaiona. An important motto 
with him was, " Some questions will improve by keep- 
ing." Whilst, therefore, othere dashed impatiently 
into debate upon the first opportunity, he calmly 
r.-aited. By listening to the discussions of others, 
ae not only node rstood what was said, but saw clear- 
ly what was left unsaid. He not only perceived on 
what points light was shed, but also what was left 
ill darkness. He also leaj-aed the objections which 
were cherished to any views which he intended to 
12 
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advocate ; and consequenlij, wher. lie arose, he was 

better prepared to meet the issues of the case than 

those who took the initiative in the debate. He was 

p d d h e points which were 

ft be difficulties which 

3 e, or which, in con- 
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led to with interest 
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no surprise tliat he was listeDcd to with equal pleas- 
ure by highly-ciiUivated scholars, and by plaLo, uti- 
le tie red men. 

An amusing evidence of Mr. Webster's simplicity 
of expression is furnished in the following anecdote : 
On the arrival of that singular genius, David 
Crockett, at Washington, he had an opportunity 
of heariug Mr. Webster. A short time afterwards 
he met him, and abruptly accosted him as follows ; 

I-, this Ml Web^tei » le" sii The 

^reat Mt Webstei of Massachusetts ■* continued 
he with 1 sionihcut tone ' I ira Mr Webster, 
of MassachusettR was the calm replj Well, 

Ml contmued the eccentric Ctocl ett ' 1 had heard 
tint you were a ^rcat man, but I don t think so ; I 
he^ld \o«r speech ard understood etety inord you 

t I Ml Web (er wis always understood; he 
prsses ed the nte ability ot pre&Ptiting the most 
difficult and ab tiu e themes in laiinUige so ^iimple, 

Lt appropiiite ind beiutiful I'lat any individual of 
eien ordinaiy cipatity <"<uld compiehend ihem. 

\fter by a few foiensii, efforts he had established 
I la reputation as an oratoi *i lepoit that he was to 
•iiealv upon any subject w is suie to fill the Senate 
chamber to its utmost cipacit^ One of his most 
lemaikable displajs of eloquence was given in liis 
great debate with Colonel Hayne, of SoUh Carolina. 
This latter geiitieraaii had made in :he Senate 
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what was regarded as a most unjustifiable and vio- 
lent attack upon Mr. Webster and the institutions 
of New England. The speech produced a profound 
seiisatioD. If its false statements and erroneous prin- 
ciples were not corrected, there was danger of iis 
doiiig much mischief. 

Mr, Webster felt called upon to reply. At ilic 
same tirae he regarded himself as placed in a critical 
position ; and the more so as he was aware that some 
of his political friends might not agree with the views 
he was about to present in answer to CoJonel 
Hayne, It appeai'ed to him tliat the constitution 
and the peace of the country were in danger. He 
eai'nestjy desired to give utterance to lais seatiments, 
and yet he did not wish to assume a position adverse 
to any of his friends. On the morning of the day 
oa which he made his reply, he invited Hon. Mr, 
Bell, of New Hampshire, into the robing room of 
the Senate, and revealed to him his embarrassment. 
"Tou know, Mr. Eell, my eoisBtitutional opinions; 
there are among my friends in the Senate soice who 
may not concur in them. What is expedient to bo 
done V "I advise you," said Mv. Bell, in a vory 
emphatic manner, " to speak out boldly and fully 
your thoughts upon the subject. It is a critical mo- 
ment," he added, " and it is time, it is high timi;, 
that tho people of this country should know ivlmt 
this constitution is." 
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Tie replied Mr. Webster, in a calm, but tit- 
le mined Manner, "by the blessing of HeovcLi, tbcy 
1 all Ic tiii9 day, before tbe sun goes down, what 
I de ata d it fo be." 

Tin Is tj Mr. Bell for his word of encourage- 
ment at that tiyiHg nioi«ent ; it bad its influence. 

No one has given a more lifelike and vivid ac- 
count of that great occasion than Mr, March, and 
we are persuaded that we cannot render a better 
service to our readers than by transferring a part of 
bis di'scription fo our pages. 

« It was on Tuesday, January the 26th, 1830, — 
a day to be hereafter forever memorable in senato- 
rial annals, — that the Senate resumed the considera- 
tion of Foot's resolution. There never was be- 
fore, in the city, an occasion of so much excitement. 
To witness this great intellectual contest, multitudea 
of strangers had for two or three days previous been 
rushing into the city, and the hotels overflnned. As 
eai'ly as nine o'clock of this morning, crowds poured 
into the Capitol, in hot haste ; at twelve o'clock, the 
hour of meeting, the Senate chamber — its galleries, 
floor, and even lobbies — was filled to its utmost 
capacity. The very stairwfiys were dark with men, 
who hung on to one another like bees in a swarm. 

" The House of Representatives was early desert- 
0(1. An adjournment would have hardly made it 
emptier. The speaker, it is true, retained his chair, 
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but no business of moment was, or could be, attcjid- 
ed to. Members all rusbed in to hear Mr. Webster, 
and no call of the house or otber parlinmentary 
proceedings could compel them hack. The floor 
of the Senate was so densely crowded, that persons 
once in could not get out, nor change their position ; 
in the rear of the vie o-p residential chair, the ci'owd 
was particularly intense. Dixon H. Lewis, then a 
representative from Alubama, became wedged in 
here. From liis enormous size, it was impossible 
for him to move without displacing a vast portion of 
the multitude. Unfortunately, loo, for Lim, he was 
jammeJ in directly hehind the chair of the viee 
president, where he could not see, and hardly hear, 
the speaker. By slow and laborious effort — paus- 
ing occasionally to breathe — he g^ned one of the 
windows, which, constructed of painted glass, flunk 
the chair of the vice president on eitber side. 
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diesses threw a laned and pictuiesqiie K utj orei 
the sceue, softening and eiubellishiag it 

" Seldom, if cvei, has a speaker in this or any 
other coontiy had mole powerful mceutiFes to exer- 
tion — a subject, the determination of which involved 
the most impuitant interests, and e\e\i dntatiun, of 
the republic, competitoia unequalled m reputation, 
ability or position , a name to make still more glo- 
iious, or lose foievei , acd ta audience comprising 
not only persons of this countiy most eminent in 
intellectual greatness, but lepresentafivci of otbei 
nation-, n hei e the ai t of eloquence b id flourished foi 
ages All the soldier seeks in oppoitomty wis heie 

"Ml Webstei peiceued, and felt equil to, the 
destinies cf the moment The \ery gieatiicos ot 
the hazard exhilaialed him IIis spirits rose with 
the occasion He awaited the time of onset with a 
Bterii ind impatient j ly lie felt like the wii hoi'e 
of the Scirptures, whc paweth m the »al!ej,and 
lejoiceth m his stiength , who goeth on ti meet the 
armed men, who aayfth among the tiumpets, 
Ha, ha' and who smelleth the battle atii oft, tlie 
thundei of the ciptiins and the shouting ' 

' 4. conhdence in his o«n rcsouices, spnngini; 
fiom no lam estim.ite of his power, but the legiti 
mate offspiing of previous seiere mental disciphne 
sustained and excited him He had gauged hia op. 
poueiits, his subject, and hanstlf 
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'■He was, toi», at tiiis period, in tlie very prime 
of maiiliood. H« had readied middle age — an 
era jn the life of moii when the faetilties, physical 
or intellectual, may he supposed to attain their fiiUest 
organization and most perfect development, What- 
CTer tliei'e was in Iiim of iutellectiial enei'gy and 
vitality, the occasion, his full life and high ambition, 
might well bring forth. 

" He never rose on an ordinai'y occasion to ad- 
diess an ordinary audience more self-possessed. 
There was no tremulous n ess in his voice or man- 
ner ; notliing hurried, nothing aniulated. The calm- 
ness of superior strengtli was visible every where — 
in countenance, voice, and bearing. A deep-seated 
conviction of the extraordinary character of the 
emergency, and of his ability to control it, seemed 
to possess him wholly. If an observer, more than 
ordinarily keen-sighted, detected at times something 
like exultation in Lis eye, he presumed it sprang from 
tbe excitement of tlie moment, and the iiviticipation 

Tie an\ey I 1 e p cl ^i s so n e e 
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HIS EXOEDIOM. 185 

" Mr, Webster rose ani5 addressed the Sfnate. 
His exordium is known [>y heart every where ; ' Mr. 
President, when the mailner has been tossed, for 
many doye, in tiiick weather, and on an unknown 
sea, he naturally avails himself of the first pausp in 
the storm, tlie earliest glance of the buu, to take bis 
latitude, and ascertain how far tlie elements Irnve 
driven him from Lis true course. Let us imitate this 
prudence, and, before we float further on the waves 
of this debate, refer to tlie point from which we de- 
parted, that we may, at least, he able to form some 
conjecture where we now are. I nsk for the read- 
ing of the resolution.' 

" There ivanted no more to enchain tlie attention. 
There was a spontaneous, though silent, expression 
of eager approbation, as tlie orator concluded these 
opening remarks; and, while the clerk read the 
resolution, many attempted the impossibiiitj' of get- 
ting nearer the speaker. Every head was inclined 
closer towards him, every ear turned in the direc- 
tion of his voice, and that deep, sudden, mysterious 
silence followed, which always attends fulness of 
emotion. From the sea of upturaed faces before 
him, the orator beheld his thoughts reflected as from 
a mirror. The varying countenance, the suffused 
eye, the earnest smile, and ever-attentive look, as- 
sured him of hia audience's entire sympathy. If 
among his hearers there were those who affected at 



iiM=.i>,Googlc 



186 Fii 

fir=t an mdifteieiice ti hi? glowing thoughts ^nd fer- 
vent period*, tlie diftimlt mT*k was soon laid aside, 
and pi t toiind undisguised de; oted atteatiou fol 
lo-vel In the eaihei pait of hia speech, one ot his 
piincipal opponents seemed deeply engio==ed in the 
careful peiiisal of a nenspapet he held before his 
fece , but this, on nearei appioaeh, pio\ed to be 
upside down In tiuth, all, sooner or latet, voluiita- 
nly, oi in spite of themselves, neie wholly earned 
away by the eloquence ol the or itoi 

" Those who had doubted Mi Webstei s ability 
to eope with ami o^eieorae his opponents weie 
full) satisfied ot their euoi betore be hid pioceeded 
i\\ in his speech Then feais soon took another 
diiection When they heard liia sentences of pow 
erful thought, toweung, in accumulative grandeur, 
one ab)ve the other, a? if the oiatoi strove, Titan- 
Jike, to leich the leiy heaiens, themselves, tfity 
weie giddy with an appiehenaicn that he would 
breakdown m hia flight They dared not beheve 
that genius, leEirning, any intellectual endowment, 
however uncommon, that wis simply mortnl, could 
Bu>>tain itself long in i caieei seemmglj so perilous. 
Thej feaied an Icariaii fall 

"Ah, who can ever foiget, that nas present to 
hear, the tremenlous, the meful burst of eloquenct, 
with which the oiator spoke of the Old Bay State ' 
or the tones of deep pithos in which the woids neie 
pronounced 1 — 
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iiaie, ot couise fiom the orator's delnei 
tdus ot hi3 voice his couutetiance and 
These die mostly with the oceaiiou that c ilia tbem 
toith , the impression is lo^t in the ^ttempt at 
tranBniLssion fiom one miod to anothei Tbey can 
oiilv be described in geiienl teiras ' Ot the effec- 
(nene'S of Mi Webster's manner, m niaoy paita,' 

a>s Mr Everett, 'it would be in vain to attempt to 
i,!ie iiy one not preaent the famfest idea It has 
been my tortiiae to heai "some of the ablest speeches 

)! the greatest living oratois on both sides of the 
\ iter , but I miiit confess I nevei heaid anj thing 
iihich so (.omoletely leilized tny conception of what 
Dimosthenes was when he deliveied the ontion for 

Another gentleman who was present on Ihat deep- 
ly interesting occasion, in describing the effect pro- 
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"He ms a totilJj di&erent thing horn -xay public 
speakei I ever bpaid I soiiietiaae'i felt as it I were 
looking at a mammoth tieadin^, at an equable aad 
statelj pace, his native canebiaUe, and, witLout 
apparput consciousness, eiusbing ob=tii.le3 irbifh na- 
ture hnd nevei de'*i-,ned 19 impediments to him " 

On the eienmg of the daj on wliu-h tliia gieat 
speech was delneied, the preaident held a levee in 
the White IImi=e, ^3 his min^ion is cilled A hige 
and bulhant company were ^s^iembled The limcii 
east loom was crowded There Tiere lepreatntj 
tivea, frcnitors, judges, mvil ofiicers, gentlemen ot 
distlijctioa fiom ablo^d pllv^te citizen? and Kdies, 
al! attiied in elegant costume befitting the oco^aIon 
At one end of tins spacious apaitmeot wai Colonel 
liayiie, surrounded by his friends ; at the other entJ 
was Daniel Webster, in the centre of a group of his 
admirers. During the evening Mr. Hayne made 
his \tay to the opposite end of the room, for t!ie 
purpose of expressing his congratulations to his 
distinguished opponent. Mr. Webster saw him ap- 
proaching, and when he had arrived sufficiently near, 
hi! advanced with his hand extended, and in his ac- 
customed familiar manner said, " How are you, 
Coionel HajiieV to which the colonel iinmedialely 
replied, " Nonr. thu bdter for you, sir." A frank 
acknov.iedirineDt of n paiiiful InUii. 
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IMPORTANCE OF THIS SPEECH. 191 

Mr, Wtbster's reply in the Senate to Mr. Hayne 
was soon widely circulated. It was priated in the 
papers of all the states of the Union ; it was read 
and commented on by thousands ; it assisted to 
dissipate the dark clouds which were gathering over 
our country ; it arrested BuIIificafion ; it neutral- 
ized the effect of wrong views respecting state rights, 
Hnd the relation of the several states to the national 
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transcendent abilities is greatly increased. 

Another speech which was delivered by Bfr. 
1 the Senate of the TInited States, anrt 
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193 SEVENTH 01- MARCH SPEECH. 

whicb produced a [ii'ofound sensation tliroughout Ibe 
country, was given ou the 7th of Blarrh, 1850, aiid 
is in his printetl works entitled tlie Constitution 
and the Union ; it is more genei'ollj' known ns Iiis 
speech in support of the fugitive slave bill. As 
this was one of the most important speeches of Mr. 
Webster during liis long congressional career, it is 
proper that we ailude to it in this connection. 

It should he reinenibered tliat vvlien the uuiou of 
the states was formed, a number of the sfUtes at tlie 
north, iis well as those at the snuth, sanctioneiJ sla- 
very. It was no uncommon tiling for the slaves — 
apprentices and servants — to escape from one state 
and flee into another ; it was, therefore, deemed 
important thnt, in the constitution of the United 
States, provision should be made for the reclniniing 
of these fugitives. The south was unwilling to form 
a union with tJie north witbout such provision, 
The north consented ; it was accordingly inserted 
in the constitution, that persons held to service in 
one state, wbo should escape and flee into another 
state, might be reclaimed by those who held them 
as servants. With this the Soathern States were 
satisfied, and believing that in tliis matter the north 
was acting in good fwtb, they cheerfully came into 
the Union. 

la the course of years, great difliculty was expe- 
rt of the constitu- 
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ti 1 111*' inenwho fnmed that mipfitint doeu 
limit jT.'jtd iivaj , othei generations aio^e and 
to ik then places, amongst these were many who 
le^Letted the existence of this pioMsion, anil who 
MPie unwillmg to comply mth it Tht, legislatuies 
< f some of the stitea p'l'sed laws adverse to it ind 
dLai jued to impede ifs exeeulion A-sociations neie 
i lined at the north to aid the flight of slasea into 
(_an"ida, «lucii ueie inatmmental in bringing uiany 
jut of bondage into the enjoymt,nt of persona! lib- 
lU The south bec^me ijiitated, accused the 
Ni-jthern States of violating the constitution, and 
liiifatened to n ithdraw li om the Union The ex- 
citement occasioned by this stite of things whs iiidc- 
jiiead and intense It was behaved bj some that 
t( f Union was in dangei 

Under these circumstances, Mi ^\ ebster lelt it to 
ht bis duty to eseiE himself to the hill extent of his 
ab hty to allay the u»i\eisal aglt^tIon Foi this 
piitpise hp deliveied, on the 7th of Mirch 1^50 
1 L ^reat -peet-h foi the Constitution and the Union, 
in which he ftvored the passage cf a law ffr re- 
claiming fugitive slave- 

This spcpch aw»kened widely chrtciciit fi.clm^'? 
throughout the countij 

There were those who legaided it as evideni'e of 
tre i>on to freedom — as an act which sullied what 
would otherwise have been his spotless fame Many 
13 
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IW OPPOSITE OPINIONS. 

of Ilia own political frienda deeply regretted the po- 
sition which lie then assumed. The pulpit and the 
press poured out upon him their buruiug anathemas. 
No Hngmge waa loo stiong m which to give expres- 
sion to the anim ad versions which weie indulged, 
But otheis took a diiectly opposite view They re- 
garded It aa pietmmently judicious and tinielj, as a 
neuti tlizing element, thrown into the caldion of 
public opinion nbere the elements of disunion were 
m violent eftcneocence It appeired to them as the 
greatest and mcst valuable offering Mi Webster 
ever mide fci his ountiy's good — if> thi ciown- 
ing glotj of his life 

The following extracts aie piesented i= -pecl- 
mens of these opposite vieni The fir=t i^ from 
on article on Mi Webster in one of oui lending 
Qiniterlies 

"We were m Boston when the telegnpli biotigbt 

1 few brief Imea indicating the pcaition'. of that 7th 
ot March speech Almost every bod\ seemed filled 
with amazement and sugge'ted that the Washington 
telegraphist must be a mischievous wig, oi that the 
hghtmng had filaified the message with whose deliv- 
eiy it had been chaiged The wisest editois con- 
fessed themsehes puzzled, ind besought the public 
to auspend thill judgment till the fai.ts *,ould be 
learned 

" TliL speech itself came in duo time nnd then 



iiM=.i>,Googlc 



EXTRACT FltOM J 



who L 1 
sliook I 
treachery 
tlmt her 1 



pi, d f d tI 



I d 



d f 



question was 
could afford 
1 nc d 1 



id Heuedict Arnold. The Bay State felt 

est pride had been heartlessly humhled, 

mfidence abused. But Daniel Webster 

man, having great influence ; and the 

s mooted, at first privately, whether we 

lose him. The tone of the press was 

g 1 I d h 1 position to re- 

q t 1 "Ti ! t d tl lahie ; politi- 

I tat P 1 ' ^ speech ; tjie 

h p 1 <n a f g severity on 

I u I 1 J Ij 1 1 ad d f r moderation ; 

tl d I t nd 5, d p p rty wrote him 

1 lettei < f thanks , he Lim>!elf came on, inA rode 

through the "Streets of Boston telling her ashewent, 

th^t he w^s on the road of political =afety , and 
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gcant form toHerin^, up in the lan of the ho ts oi 

desppoti=m malung a mock of our t^lth ind our 



Eulogy of Dann,l Web 



The iiLM I* : 

ster by i dLatinouiahed divine 

At a liter peiiod and nearer 



iiM=.i>,Googlc 



196 EULOGY. 

tl]C I e>uki]ce ^t lie north of ho tihtj t srutherii 
instiUitioii'i gave biith to pic|ects by w!n,h the 
Union nnd the eooetitution weie again endangered 
— the Union by fosteiiiig a Bpiiit of de'^pente sec- 
tional animosity, the constitution by tnmphng 
on the guaiaaties estabJished by it foi tlie piotec- 
tita of the rights of the sHveholding '.tites 
Tbrougb the excitement consequent upon these 
projects the pubhc bu iness wis biought to a stand 
nnd the pnblic mind dismayed nitb the ippi eheiisiou 
of coming evil" In this eii=is the veteran senotoi 
fiom Massachusetts was seen agfun at his past look 
ing somewhat older, but showing no abatement 
either in tiie power of bis mind oi the hie of his 
pitiiotism He stood ttheie hp aliiajs hid atood 
and wheie he had pronii'ied he should alwajs be 
found — foi the constitution and the Union The 
a'i'iiilanls cime from the oppoMte point of the 
compass ind so he hid faced abont but he had 
not changed tides It was no longei the ^ay and 
pranciBg chivahy ot the south which be lud to en- 
counter , but a stuidy and multitudinous northern 
constituency, and foiemost among them his old 
fuends from Massacbusett , with whom ind toi 
w horn be had tood so long now advancing under 
new leaders and inipellel to constantly new eu 
croachmcnta by the aggiessne fiice of moial and 
eligioas connctions The impendmg contest im 
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posed upon him the se^eie&t trial of his htp It 
itqinred his parting with old fiiends, foi whom he 
cheushtd profound esteem, aud h lio&e aiiim'ituig 
conviLtioiis on tlie gieat question at issiie neie 
deeply shaied by him, m every thing hut m then 
hieatemng aspect to tlie Union nnd t!ie constitution 
B it so long IS he believed these to be in danger, it 
(.incerned him little who weie friends or foes In 
the similar cnsia just lefeired to, he had united m 
the defence of the constitution mth an administra- 
tiou to the general policy of which he was strongly 
opposed, and against which be had always acted, 
and he wis prepaied now, iq a case equally involv- 
ing the stabdiCy of the government, to sepirate trom 
those whose KPiieial policj he appioved and had al 
ways buppoitcd He foresaw the stoim be was 
raising , but it did not move lum from hia puipose 
He was willing now, as, belore, to take his chance 
among those upon whom blows might fall first and 
Ml tliickest. And accordingly on the 7th of Slaicb 
Ilia voice Viis again heard, in tones as earnestas evet 
camefiom his hps, speaking, not as a Miaoachusetts 
man, nor as a northern man, but is an imeiicui, 
^nd a^ a member oi the Senate of the United 
States ' He telt,' be said, ' thit be hjd a duty to 
perfotia, a pait to act, not foi his own secuiity, foi 
he was looking out foi no fragment upon which to 
float awav from the wreck, if wieek theie must be, 
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but fot the good of tlie whole, foi the pi eseivatioii 
of the Union' It his tinned out hue, as before, 
that the po^t ot daiigei, assumed voluiitaiily in the 
spirit of sell-saciifice, became the post of honor 
By a =nigu!ai felicity of fortune, Mr Wehater be 
came, the second time, the principal instrument of a 
dehveiance as signal as any winch has occuired m 
the hi-tory of the nation Bj common consent he 
IS entitled to the pnncipil credit of thi- ^'ic-it settle- 
ment, m which the north and the south haie once 
moie embiaced each other with fiatern-il affection, 
and under nhich the countiy has resumed its wonted 
careei of peace and piosperity " 

The aboie quotniions are sufficient to convey an 
idea of the conflicting opinion? whifh iverechanshed 
of Mr Webster'^ course on that trjmg OLcasion by 
diftcrent portions of the community 

This diveisity of sentiment will long exist, and 
will dottbtle*'* ba^e — nbetliei justlj oi unjiiatlj — 
great inflnence upon the opinions of men, not only 
respecting' his policy and conduct in that particular 
1, hut nlio IS to his geiiered character. 
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With all 1 1= gientnea'' Mi "tt eb«tei ivns a man 
of ten lei senaibility Hi=i domestic attaclimenia 
were strong His exalted honora did not drj up 
the fountims of deep feelinff bevera! incidents 
illuhtiative of these tints of ehaiactei we piopooe 
to gioup tigetliei 111 t!ie pieseiit eh'^pter 

While Ml Webster ff\a puisumg his course of 
studies it college Ijis biotliei Ezeltiel hqs at home, 
assisting his father in cairjing ou the foim He 
was a strong young man both phj ■'ically and Intel 
lectually Daniel nppreoiated hia talents and be- 
lieved that with suitable cultivation he might attain 
to distinction 111 piofessioml life He was unniUing 
to eojoy the benehtB of i public educ^llon alone 
He eitiipstiy denned that the same boon might be 
confeired upon his biothei, and he resolied that it 
should be if ary influence cf his could effict it. 
Ho deteiraiiied to make the elFoit by uiticdiujug 
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Uie mattei first to Ezekiel dtid tlmi t> liia fitlin 
Wlico spentling the vacations ■\t 1 ome lie nnd 1 a 
brother were aecu-iitomei] to ^leep togpthe One 
nigbt, aftei thej had letiied to le&t, Dtiiiel opcuecl 
the mattei to his brother nnd they con\eise! fieely 
upon it Diniel utterly refused to enjoy the fiuit 
of his brother s laboi an v longer Thej weie united 
in sympathy and afFectioii and they must be united 
in tlieii puisuitH But hon could they leiie their 
beloved parents in age and ^ohtude nilh no pro 
lector' They talked and wept ani vvcpt and 
talked fill dawn of day Thej dared not hrotch 
the matter to then ftther Finally Daniel le'oSved 
to be the oiator upon the occi ion Tud^^e ^ eb'-tei 
waa tl en somewhat burdened wuh debts He was 
advanced in age and had «et his heart upon liav 
ing Ezekiel as hia helpei The \eiy thought ot 
separation from both his sons wis piintil to hnn 
When the propositun was made he felt is cbd the 
patriarch of old when he excWmied Tiseih is not 
and will ye also tike Benjamin miy' 
A family council was called The mothet s tpmiou 
was asked &be wis a stiong minded womiii She 
was not blind to the supenoi endonment? of her 
sons, "^i^ith all a mothei s paitiahty howe\ei, '.he 
did not osei-estipate then powers &be dec ckd the 
mattei nt once Hei leply was I Live hved ioiig 
in the woild and have been Inppy m my cbildien 



iiM=.i>,Googlc 



BROTHEKS. 201 

If Daniel aiul Ezekiel *rill promise to tfiku care of 
me ill my old age, I will consent to the sale of all our 
property at oiut, and they may enjoy the benefit of 
tliat wMch ranains oficr our debts are paid.' This 
ivas a moment of intense interest to all tbe parties. 
Parents aiid children all mingled their tears together, 
and sobbed aluud, at the thought of separation. The 
father yielded to the entreaties of the sons and the 
advice of his wife. Daniel returned to college, and 
Ezekiel took his little bundle in liis hand, and sought 
on foot the scene of his preparatory studies. In one 
year he joined his younger brother in college." * 

All honor to that self-denying, noble mother, who, 
for the intellectual improvement of her children, 
would have consented to the sale of idl the property, 
and who " decided the matter at once." Let her 
character ever be held in grateful remembrance, 
With such mothers, our countiy will never want for 
able statesmen. ■, How affecting, too, is the scene of 
that night's interview between those two brothers, 
talking and weeping about their difficulties and pros- 
pects till the dawn of day — the younger laboring 
to persuade the elder to relinquish the tilling of the 
land, in order to cultivate his own mind, and the 
elder dwelling upon the obstructions in the way, 
only, however, to hear a method suggested by Dan- 
iel, by which those impediments might be removed ! 
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203 Tlli: IHGHEST COMMENnATION. 

Tills atfacJiment between these two brothers col 
tinuecl flirougli life. Ezekiel being the elder, th» 
other was accwstoraecl to cherish gi-ent respect fo* 
his opinions Daniel seems to have jegirded the 
approbation of Ezekiel as a higliei comniendation 
than the piais^sof the multitude Aftei lua splendid 
leply to Hayiie, in the United States Senate, and 
when 110 language was stiong enough to gne full 
expiession to the adniuation which it had aw^l^ened 
thioughniit the land, he wts heard to &aj, "How I 
wish that my pool brother had lived till after this 
speech, that I might know if he would hiye been 
gratified ' " He, on whose lips a vast multitude had 
hung with delight, — who had astoms'ied the gieatest 
minds m the intion by his wonderful versatihtv of 
talent, in which s^tlle, pathos, logical powei, keen 
analysis, and beauty ot rhetoric, were all combined, 
aiid by means of which an ingeoioua and giaceful 
competitor wis eftectmlly overthioivn, in one i>f the 
most poweiftil intelleauil contests thit this oi any 
other countiy has evei nitnesseJ, and iihilst the 
victoi's enthusiastic piaises weie on eseiy tongne, — 
Ills heait Tias modestly going foitli towaids his 
brothel, o& if hit sati'faction could not he com 
plete nithout thjt biothei's commendation ' 

And nhert, in tlie history of pohticil hloiatuie, 
js theie 1 moie affeclinjf tiiUite of fratern d love, 
than in the following dedication ot the tn'-t lolume 
of his sfeeciics i — 
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lo J iVjfi-f? Ml ibce Bndgc Wkiiplc and 

Ml ' Marii Ann Sanboi n 

Many of the '.peeclies contaioed in tlis volimie 

ere dLlivered and prnited m the hfetime of joui 

tati er whose fraternal affection led i iiii to hpc I 

f them With appiobition 

Hi 3 death whn,h hippened ^hen he hid ji h 
] lit pa ocd tie middle pciiod of litt, 1 fl. *ou nitl 
out a father ^nd me without a brother 

I dedicate tliii volume tj jou ntt onlv f r the 
loie I have loi yourfelves but also as a t ibute of 
^ftectlon t> hi" memory, and flora a desne tbat the 
n^me of mj hrothei Ezekiel Websfei miy he asso- 
ciited with mine so long a« anj thing wiLtttn ci 
61)okeii by me shall be iCaarded or lea i 

Darl Vies tee 

Ai in eaily life he lesolved thit his brother should 
shiie the henefita of education Mith him, so in the 
zenith of bis gloiy he desited to niaKe him a par- 
ticipant of bis hoTioia, by indisHulubly associating 
then names togethei 

The following characteustic letter of Mr, Web- 
stei, wiitten Miy 3, 1816, at Fianklin, New Harap- 
sliue, contains some allusion, not only to his brother, 
but to other members of hia family, wbich are beau- 
tifully illustrative of his affectionate domestic attach- 
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INTF.KBSTING I 

" Sunday, 1 o'clock. 



" My e 



" I Imve mads satisfactory arrangements. respect- 
ing the liouae, the best of which is, that I find I can 
leave it where it is, (that is, the main liouse,) and 
yet be comfoj'table, notwithstanding the railroad. 
This saves a great deal of expense. 



" This house faces due north. Its front vvijidows 
look towards the River Merrimacls. But tlieii the 
river soon turns to the south, so that the eastern 
windows look towards the river also. But the river 
has so deepened its channel in this stretch of it, in 
the last fifty years, that we caiiuot see its water 
without approaching it, or going back, to the higher 
lands behind us. The history of this change is of 
con&idenble impm-t loce m the philosophy of stieims. 
I have obseived it i.ractn.dlly, and Isnon sJiiietlung 
of the theory uf the phenomenon , hut I doubt 
whether the woLld will evei be benefited eithei by 
my learning oi my observation in this respect. 
Looking out <»t the eabt windows, at thiij moment, 
{3 P M ,) with a beautiful sun just hrejkmg out, 
nij eye sneeps a rich and level field of one bundled 
aeies At the end ot it, a third of a mile off, I see 
plain maibli, ginveotones, de'agmting the places 
nheie lepose my fathei, my mother, mj biother 
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Joseph, and my sisters Mehetabel, Abigail, and Sa- 
rail, good and Scripture names, inherited from their 
Puritan ancestors. 

" My father, Ebenezer Webster, born at Kings- 
ton, in tlie lower part of the state, in 1739, was 
the handsomest man 1 ever saw, except my brother 
Ezekiel, who appeared to me — and so does lie now 
seem to me — the very finest human form that ever 
I laid eyes on. I saw him in his coffin — a white 
foreliead, a tinged cheek, a complexion as clear as 
heavenly light. But wbere am I straying? The 
grave has closed upon him, as it has on all my 
brothers and sisters. We shall soon be all together. 
But this is Bielaacholy, and I leave it. Dear, dear 
kindred blood, how I love yoii all ! 

" This fair field is before me. I could see a lamb 
on any part of it. I have ploughed it, and raked it, 
and hoed it ; but I never mowed it. -Somehow, I 
could never learn to hang a scythe. I had not wit 
enough. My brother Joe used to say that my father 
sent me to college in order to make me equal to the 
rest of the children ! 

"Of a hot day in July — it must have been in 
one of the last years of Washington's administra- 
tion — I was mailing bay, with my father, just where 
I now see a remaining elm tree. About the middle 
of the afternoon, the Honorable Abie! Foster, M. C, 
who lived in Canterbury, six miles off, called at the 
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house, and c^me into the field to ete nij father 
He was a woiihy man, college learned, ind hid 
been a miuistei, but was not a peison of an) con 
siderable nitural ponei My fithei wa-, his liiend 
ant] snppoitei He talked a nlnle m the field, and 
went on Ins way Wlien he na= gone, my father 
called me to hini, and ne =at down beneath the elm, 
on a haycock He said ' Bly aon, that is a worthy 
man He 1= a member of Congre-s He goes to 
Philadelphia, and gets six dollar-^ a daj, while I toil 
heie It I- becau-e he had an education, which I 
nevei had If I had had hia eirly education, I 
should have b&eii m Philadelphia in his place 
I came neii it as it wa~ But I missed it, and now 
I must woik hcie' ' My dear fatliei ,' said I, ' you 
shall not noil, Biothei and I wdl Moilt for jou, 
and weai our hands out, and j ou shall rest ' And I 
remember to. have cued, and I ciy now at the lecol- 
lection. ' My child,' said he, ' it is of no importance 
to me ; I now live but for my children. I could not 
give your elder brother the advantaires of knowl- 
edge, bul d nb^fy E your- 
self ; 1- y 1 p n 1 a I am : 
and II g y U n d o go 
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tuition of its excellent preceptor, Df. Beiijiiniin Ab- 
bott, still liring', and froEu that time . 

" My fatlier died in April, 1806. I neither^ left 
him nor forsook him. My opening an office at Bos- 
cawen was that I might he near lum. I closed his 
eyes in this very house. He died at sixty-seven 
years of age, after a life of exei'tloti, toil, and ex- 
posure — a private soldier, an officer, a legislator, a 
judge, every thing that a man could be to whom 
Learning never bad disclosed her ' ample page.' 
My first speech at tte bar was made when lie was 
on the bench. He never heard me a second time. 
He had in him what I collect to have been the char- 
acter of some of the old Puritans. He was deeply 
religious, but not sour ; on the contrary, good hu- 
mored, fecetioua ; sharing, even in his age, with a 
contagious laugh ; teeth all as white as alabaster ; 
gentle, soft, playful ; and yet having a heart ia him 
that he seemed to have borrowed from a lion. He 
conld frown, — a frown it was, — but cheerfulness, 
good humor, and smiles composed his most usual 
aspect. 

" Ever truly yours, &c., 

" Daniel Webster." 

How touching is the allusion to Ezekiel ! "o 
white forehead, a tinged cheek, a complexion clear 
03 heaven's light. The grave has closed upon him 
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ai It lia-. «[)on all my biothers and si^teia Weshall 
soon all be togetliei Dew, deaf hindted hlool, Twv) 
I heed you all ' " 

And then hio reteiencc to hi? tatlif r " My fither 
(lied I neither left huu nor forsook hem I do'ted 

During the pre-id-ntial campaign of 1840, tde 
opponents of General Hanison sneered it him be- 
ciose he was hoin in i lot; cabin This give occa- 
sion foi the following outbiiist of moving eloquence 
from Mr Webster, m wbtcb theie ate othei a^ 
fecting allusions to Itis fathei 

" Gentlemen, it did not happen to me to be born 
111 a log cabin , but my elder brothers ind siiters 
were born in a log cabin, rai-.ecl anaid the enowdiifts 
of New Hanipshire, at a period so eaily as that, 
when the smoke fiiit rose from its lude chimnev, 
and curled oier the fiozen hilk theie was no aiim- 
lai eudeoce of a «hite man's habitation between it 
and the pettlementa on the rivers of Canada. Its 
remains still exi^t I mike to it an annual \ibit I 
carr\ mv children to it, to teach them the Inrdships 
enduied by the generations which iiavp gone before 
them I love to dwell on the tender recollections, 
the kindled ties, the eailv iffections, and the touch- 
ing narrations and incidents, whith mingle mth ill 
I know of this primitive family abode T weep 
to think that none ot those who inhabited it aie now 
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Second Volume. 
To Isaac P Da is E q 

My d '^ A n private frieodship has 
St b 1 be e us f 1 If our Jives, interrupted 
1 no un o va d occ e e and never for a moment 
Q 1 u o ad Te ence Of this friendship, tlie 

sou e of so uel haj p e a to me, I wisli to leave, 
f ao a end n nemo 1, at least an affectionate 
d f, ef 1 a 1 Qo le 1 lenf. I iaacribe tliia 

' Daniel Weustek." 
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Thh-d Volume. 
" To Mrs. Cakoliot Lg Rox Webstek, 

" My dearly-beloved Wife : I cannot allow these 
voluracs to go to the press witbout containing a 
tribute of my affection, and some acknowledgment 
of the deep interest that you have felt in the pro- 
ductions which they contain. You have witnessed 
the origin of most of them, not with less concern, 
certainly, than has been fell by their author ; 
and the degree of favor with which they' may now 
be received by the public will be as earnestly re- 
garded, I am snre, by you as by myself. The op- 
portunity seems also a fit one for espresaing' the high 
and warm regard which I ever entertained for your 
honored father, now deceased, and the respect and 
esteem which I cherish towards tlie members of that 
amiable and excellent family to which you belong. 
"Daniel Webster." 

Fourth Volitme. 
"To Fletcher Webster, Esq, 

" My dear Sir : I dedicate one of the volumes 
of these speeches to the memory of your deceased 
brother and sister, and I mn devoutly thankful that 
I am able to inscribe another volume to you, my 
only surviving child, and the object of my affection 
and hopes. Ton have been of an age, at the 
appearance of most of these speeches and writiugs, 
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It iiliicli )ou Mere ible tJ lead inU imdcrstaud 
t'iiin , and in the piejiaiattoii of -cioe ol tliem joii 
liaye iakeu no iinimpoitaiit pait Among llie diplo- 
matic papeis, fiiere are seieial nntten by jourselt 
\ holly 01 miinly at the time when offienl and con 
fidential connections subsisted between iis in the de 
paitnient of state The puncipleo and opinions 
expressed in these productions are such aa I believe 
to be es^entnl to the preaervation of the Union the 

mcnt it the countiy to still highei "ti'ea of pros 
peiity ^nd leaown These objects have ci nstituted 
my polestar during the whole of my political life, 
nhicii has novv extended tbiongh moie than half the 
peiiod of the existence of the government Aad I 
liaow, ray deal son that neilhei parental autiionty 
iioi paipatal example is iiece&'aiy to induce jou m 
whtite/er capacity, public oi pmate, \oii n ij he 
called to act to devote jonrselfto the aitomphsh 
ment of the same eu(l= 

"YOUE AFFECTIONATE FaTHESI." 



Fifth Volume. 
" To J. W. Paige, Es^. 

" My dear Sir ; The friendship whicli has subsisted 
so Song between us, springs not more from our close 
family connections than from similarity of opinioaa 
I count it among the advantages 



iiM=.i>,Googlc 



212 DEDICATIONS. 

and pleasu:es of my life, and pray you to allow me 
as a slight, but grateful token of my estiinote of it, 
to (IcdicEitc to you this volume of my speeches. 

" Daniel Webstek." 

Sixth Volume. 

"With die Biirme«t pnient il jftecticn, mingled svitli 

■liBieted feelings I dedieite this the Iiat * olume ot 

my woiKs to the memory ot mj deceised cluldren, 

Juha \^ebster Appleton, beloied in all the relatioos 

of dauffhtci, mfe, motliei, sistei and fiiend, and 

Major Ediiaid Webster, wlio died in Mexuo, m the 

niihttry sersiee ot the Umted States, with unblem 

ished honor and lepiitation, and who entered the 

temce solely from a desire to be useful to hi? couii 

try, and do honor to the ^tate m nhich be wis boin 

Go geitle sp r is to \out dest led rest 

While I — reversed our nature's kiDdlier doom, 

Pour forth a father's sorrow on your lomh.' 

" Daniel Websteb." 

Over Mr. Webster's farm at Marshfield are scat- 
tered numerous trees, many of which have a history 
that associates them directly with the owner of the 
estate ; among these are two small elms, which 
stand immediately in front of the mansion. They 
were planted there for a special purpose, under the 
following circumstances ; one day, after Mr. Web- 
ster had been absent from the house for some 
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MEMENTOES. 2!3 

time, lie was seen returning witii two small 
trees, and the shovel with which he had removcrl 
them. Calling for his eon, Fletcher, he conducted 
him ti> the fiont of the house, acd, after digging 
the holes aud plantJog the trees without assist- 
ance, he turned to bis son, and said, in a subdued 
tone of voice, " My son, protect tliese frees t^er I 
am gone ; let titan ever remind you of Julia and Ed- 
viard." Ill the presence of liis only sarviviBg child 
he planted those trees, as living monuments to the 
memory of the two who bad departed. 

Step, now, into the house, and, amongst the many 
ohjects of intei'est which will there be seen is a 
small profile cut in block, elegantly framed, with a 
single line in Mr. "Webster's own ivriting: — 

" My excellent Mother. 

" B. W." 

We venture the prediction that that modest pro- 
file will awaken in the breasts of the Marshficld vis- 
itors fiir deeper and tenderer emotions than many 
of the more costly and showy articles which may 
there be seen. 

In one of his letters to that " true man," John 
Taylor, who had chai'ge of Elms Farm, he gave 
him ft strict charge to take care of his mother's gar- 
den, though it requii-ed the labor of one man. 

Mr. Webste- provided, n Marshfield, and not for 
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from his residence, a family cemetery. It is upon 
tlie siimmit of a liill, from which may be secu, on 
one aide, a wide extent of country, embracing, 
amongst other inte]*esting objects, the site of the 
old chiircb, — the first ever erected in the town, — 
and the ocean, rolling ha blue waves in ceaseless 
sublimity to the shore. 

On one of his last visits to tliis sacred spot, he 
was accompanied by Mr. Iianniaii. They approached 
the place in silent reverence, and, whilst standing 
there, Mr. Webster, poioting to the tomb and the 
enclosed gieeii spot, said, in a deliberate and im- 
pressive manner, — 

" This will be my home ; and here three monu- 
ments will soon be erected — one for the mother of 
my cbildren, one each for Julia and Edward, and 
there will be plenty of room io front for the liltle 
ones that must follow them." 

These were tiie only worda he tittered, Tiicy 
were enougii to indicate the current of hia tboiigbts 
and feelings. He was thiuklng, with tender intcj'eat, 
of the dead and of the living, — of those who bad 
gone, and of those who were to follow, — not foi'- 
getting himself. " Tbis will be my hoine." Alas ! 
how soon was this verified ! The moniimeuts to 
which he referred are now there. Tbey are simple 
columns, with granite bases and marble caps, coa- 
taining the following inscriptions : . — 
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MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS. 

" eSxme WebsUr, 

Wife of Dabiel Weestek : 
Born January 16, 1781; 
Died Janaary SI, 1828. 



"Julta mebstn, 

Wife of 

Samuel Appleton AppLETOTf ! 

Bom January 16, 1813; 

Died April 18, 1848. 

Let me go, for the day breaketh." 

"#afor JSamavtr aBfe&siev: 

Bofo Juljae, 1820; 

Died at San Angel, in Mesico, 

In Ihe military setvica of his country, 

Januory 23, 1848. 

A dearly beloved son and brother." 

Over the door of the tomb is a plain marble slab, 
on which is inscfibed, in bold, deep letters, the 
«iame of 

" Daxiel Webster." 

We see, from the above facts, tbat intellectual 
greatness is in perfect liarmony with delicate sensi- 
bility. A man may, at one time, hold a nation spell- 
bound by his eloquence, or in senates, or with for- 
eign ambassadors, be discussing, iti the profoundest 
manner, the most intricate questions of international 
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91G "THE MEMOEY OP THE HEAKT." 



law, and at anotlier time may be giving e 
the most delicate manner, to the ienderest sentimeDts 
of affection. There is nothing unmanly in the 
strongest attachment, even though it finds its ex- 
pression in a tear. 

Wlien Mr. Webster was in England, be wrote ttie 
following lines, in which he doubtless refers to h-g 
own experience of 

"TilK MEMOItY OF THE HEART. 

" If stores of dry and learned lore we gain, 
We keep Ihera iu tbo momor j of Ihe brain ; 
Names, Ihinga, and facts — whate'er ws knowledge coll, 
Tbere is tlis common leger for Ibom all ; 
And images on Ibis cold auiface Iraced 
Make sligbl imprcssiona, ai.d ate soon elTaced. 

" But we're a page more glowing and mote brigbi, 
On wliich our /riendship and onr luve to write i 
Tbat these may never from the soul depart. 
We trust Ihom to iJie memory of fhs heart. 
Tliete is no dimming — no effacement beia,: 
Eacb new pulsation keeps the record clear ; 
Won 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Mr.WebBler'a Mirlhrulness.— A playful Letter. — Mr. Choale'a 
Palios. — Websler'a ptaolical Joke.— Mr. ChoBle's poor Writ- 
ing.— Effect of Ihe Joke — Mr. Webster's Trout taw.— 
" Thai ain't Ibo Worst of h." — Amusing Contrast. — The Sen- 
ate interrupted. — Webster and He Buckeyes. — "Old Web- 
ster" Bnd the Eporting- Snobs. — Appearantes daeeptite. — 
Webster's Wit. — Amusing Replj-.-" Venerable" Trout.— 
Effect of Cbecrfulnesa. — Webster's Spelling Book. 

To see Mr. Webster in some grave debute, or 
when pleading an important case before a jury, an 
iiidividiidl might infer, from the digoity and serious- 
ness of his mtinner, that cheerfulness was not an 
element of his nature. Nothing could be farther 
from the trutli. Among the strata which entered 
into the composition of his character was a vein of 
mirthfulness, that ofttimes cropped out above the sur- 
face of his habitual gravity, reveaiing the rich stores 
that were concealed beneath. Sometimes this play- 
ful humor was mingled with his professional duties. 
It is conspicuous in the first part of his great reply 
to Hayne. 

On one occasion he conducted a case in Boston, 
before the Circuit Court, having reference to the 
violation of some patent for a wheel. Whilst the 
217 
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case waa in progiesa, he wrote tin, folbwing lettei 
to a fnenU, wlio says of it, " The letter is nut, of 
eouise, written lor tbe pulilic eye , but I !nve pei 
mission to use if, and make extiacts tioin it You 
will see, from its halt seiif U'l and half jrouicaj chai 
attei, how pUjful he lan be, evei nhilo silling at 
tlie bar, waiting foi lii*! turn to be heard in a ciuae 
He Hpeaka of himself ui it as he supposes others 
wiil speak of Inio To show you that he is not al 
najs cold and unbending, I will give jou an extiaU 
from tho lettci ' The following la the extract — 



" Marcy vs. Siser being on ttial, and Ta&ero dicenie in langum ;" 
and anotLor aiiow stomi opponi'liig to bo on the wing. 

" My dear Sir : We are in court yet, and so 
shall be some days longer. We have the evidence 
in, and a discussion on the law, preliminary to our 
summing up, is now going on. I think it will con- 
sume tbo remainder of this day, if it lasts no longer. 
Mr. Choate will speak to-morrow, and I close im- 
mediately after. 

" I am afraid my luck is always had, and I fear 
is always to be so." . . . Here Mr. Webster 
speaks of what he expects, and about which he fears 
he may be disappointed, and tbe consequences of 

• Tabor making a Im.g plea. 
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" It will be said, oi may be said, beieaftei, Mi 
Webslei- was a laborious imn in his profe?nou ind 
other pHisiiits He nesei tasted of the breid of 
idleness. His profeswoa jtelded him, at some time**, 
large amounts of iticome , hut he seema neier to 
liave aimed at accumulation, ani3 pcrlnps was not 
justly sensible of the importance aud duty ot pre-ei- 
vation. Riches were neier liLfoie hi'i ejes as a lead- 
ing object of regard. Whea young and poor, lie 
was more earnest in struggling for eminence than 
in efforts for making money ; aud in after life, rep- 
utation, public regard, and usefulness in high pur- 
suits, mainly engrossed his attention. He always 
suid, also, that he was never destined to be rich ; 
that no such star presided over his birth ; tliat he 
never obtained any thing by any attempts or efforts 
out of the line of his profesaon ; that hia friends, 
ofl several occasions, induced him to take an inter- 
est in business opei-ations ; that, as often as he did 
so, loss resulted, till he used to say, when spoken to 
on such subjects, ' Gentlemen, if you have any pro- 
jects for money-making, I pray you keep me out of 
them ; mj singular destiny mars every thing of that 
sort, and would be sure to overwhelm your own. 
better fortunes.' " After this he says, — 

" Mr, Webster was the author of that short biog- 
raphy of most good lawyers, which has been ascribed' 
to otiier sources, vi/.., that they ' lived well, workeit 
h/irili and flk'l vonr.' " 
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And ill tlie same letter he teUs tlie following an- 
ecdote of himsolf: — 

Sitting one day at the bar in Portsraoiitti, with an 
elderly member of the bar, his friend, wbo enjoyed 
witb sufficient indulgence that part of a lawyer's lot 
which consists " in living well," Mr. "Webster made 
an epitaph, which would not be unsuitable : — 



At the close of the letter, he added the following 
postscript, relative to the case on trial : — 

" Half past 2 o'clock — Cessat Taber ; Choale sc- 
quitiir, ill questtone juris, erastino die. t 

"Taber is learped, sbnrp and dry; 
Choale full of fiincy, soaring high ; 



Boih shonld be ' iroksn on o wheel ! ' " 

Tl e a e gentlen an ay I have ^nJ letter? 
I e tl s and I 1 1 e al ojs fo nd h n tl gl out 
dl 1 ) t ell g jour ng a d sporti h I tt 
no f tie ost a^, eeable men o e of tie no-t 
n able 1 \ layf il lee net w tl No ne I is 
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known iiim more in Innately, or Ijas seen !iim oftcucr, 
under evmy variety of circii instances, for fifteen 

We were in tlio Circuit Court la Boston o!i a simi- 
ioi', perhaps on the very same occasioD, when lie 
and Mr. ClioaCe were pitted against each other in a 
case in which the Tiolation of a patent for the pro- 
tection of a new kind of wheel for raiJ cars vias the 
question at issue. Mr. Choate, after pleading nearly 
tiiree days, closed with a very pathetic appeal to the 
synsimtbies of the jury in behalf of his client. He 
begged them to consider the condition of his client, 
and the effect which would be produced upon bim 
and liis family if their verdict was against him. The 
peroration produced a decided hnpression. 

Mr. Webster was to follow immediately. It was 
his first object to dispel the effect of Mr. Choate's 
closing appeal. This he did most effectually by a 
pi ictiLal joke, which produced a sensation of hilaii- 
U throughout the whole court room. To apjire- 
tiatc iti point, It should be known that a short time 
pi [01 to this trial, Mr. Choate had been invited to 
give an address od some public occasion in a distint 
town. When his reply reached tiie committee from 
whom he had received the invitation, sucji was the 
peculiarity of the chirography, or so. badly was the 
reply written, that none of them could read it. 
They were obhged to send for soaie one welt skilled 
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Ill deciphering difliciik penminiliip to tniislate the 
(loeiiment This iiiet,dote Ma= at that veiy time 
going the lound? of the papei". It had been leid 
by many, it not by all, in the court room Aftci Mr 
Choate had finished his plea, ^nd had gone awny 
fiom tlie libU, wheie he had left his h}ef,oi outline 
of aigument, which was written oa i iiumbei of 
loose sheets of papei, Mr Webstei, nfter amoments 
whiiptr with his diatingui'shed opponent, took up 
these loose sheets, and turning to the apectntors, '^'ud, 
in 1 very gentlemanly miniiei, " Ladies, would you 
like to see a specimen of Mr. Ciioafe's writing ^ " 
and tlien witli his own hands distributed them among 
the audience. 
Th 1 I 
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"Webster's practic il jojle 223 



wliicli uU seemed to expejienci. True th ii wcie 
OH the paper plenty of lines, ci.ivea iiid ingle^, , but 
how to put them together so as to make out a '.ingle 
seiiteLice we found impoaaible. ^e no longei noii 
dered at the continued titteriog of tlie audience 

While his brief was flyiag around among the au- 
dience, Mr. Choate was standing b_, the ?toie «ith 
his back to the spectators. A fnend stepped up to 
him, and, we presume, told him what was goiii" on 
He looked around, and when he saw how the audi- 
ence were employed, lie stroked bia chm, amikd, 
and turned again towards the -tote, "sppirently en- 
joying the joke as bigbiy as any 

As another specimen of Mr Webstei's pleaiiiitrj 
we refer to a passage in a speech which he g'l^e ^t 

" It has so happeaed that all the ptiblic services 
which I have rendered to the world, in my day and 
generation, have been connected with the general gov- 
ernment, I think I ought to make an exception. I 
was ten days a member of the Massachusetts legisla- 
atiire, [laughter,] and I turned my thoughts to the 
search of some good object in wliich I could be useful 
in that position ; and after much reflection, I intro- 
duced a bill, which, with the general consent of both 
houses of the Massachusetts legislature, passed into 
a law, and is now a law of the state, wiiich enacts 
that no man in the slato shall catch trout in any 
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PLEASANTRY, 



othei mnnjiei tlnn 1 1 tlit Id wa> with an tuliini> 
hook and hue [Gtreat liH^hter ] ^i ith tint ex 
eeptioii I nevei was connected foi an hom nilli iny 
state government la my life I iieiti held office, 
higii or low under any state governmeut Peibaps 
that Mttb my misfoitune 

" At the age of thirty, I was m New Hampshire, 
practising \n\v and h^d "ome clieots John Tijlor 
Gilmin, who ioi fjuiteen yeiih was governor of the 
state, tStought th^t t j oiing man is I n i , I might 
be fit to be an attoine> gener^I of the State of Nt,w 
Hampshiie aud he nimmated me to the eouiicii , 
and the council tiking it into tliPir deep considera 
tion and not litppeiung to be of the same pilitics 
as the governor and myielf votPd three out of five, 
that I was not competent , ami veiy likely they weie 
right [Laughtei ] %o jou see gentlemen I never 
gamed promotion in am state gsveiament 

The Kevv York Daily Times lelates the following, 
whicJi IS a kind of practical joke upon Mi'. Webster 



" Some yeava ago he started oif from Marshfield 
on a ti'outing expedition to Sandwich, a neighbor- 
ing town on Cape Cod. On approaching a fine 
stream, he alighted from his wagon ; and just then 
he met the owner of the farm, whose stream ran 
through it. 'Good morning,' says Webster; 'is 
there any troiit here 1 ' ' Well,' says the farmer, 
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THE JOKER JOKED, ^25 

' some people fish [lere, but I don't know wliat they 
do get.' ' I'll tin'ow my line in,' says Webster, 
' and see what there is.' 

" Webster walked the banks of the stream, trying 
his luck, and the old farmer followed liim. Soon 
Webster remarked, 'You have some hog on your 
farm.' ' Yes,' says the farmer ; ' that ain't the worst 
of it,' Fishing still farther along, Webster says, 
' Yoa seem to have plenty of mosquitoes here.' 
' Yes,' he replied, ' that ain't the worst of it.' Web- 
ster still kept on throwing his line into the deep 
pools, and then said, 'You have plenty of briers 
here.' ' Yes,' says the farmer, ' and that ain't the 
worst of it.' Mr. Webster, getting somewhat dis- 
couraged, in a hot August day, bitten by mosquitoes, 
sciatched hy briers, and not raising a single fish, 
dropped his rod, and said, ' he didn't believe there 
was any trout here.' ' And that ain't the worst of 
it,' says the farmer, ' Well,' says BSr. Webster, 
'I would like to know johaf the worst of it is.' 
' T!iere never was any hei-e ! ' says the farmer. Mr, 
Webster enjoyed the joke, and often told it to his 
particular friends." 

In 1841, when he was secretary of state, he came 
home from the department, where he had been en- 
gaged in official interviews with foreign ministers, 
and taking from his parlor a small basket, very ele- 
gantly ornamented, he immediately left the house. 
15 
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HIS SKILL IN RIFIE SHOOTING, 237 



bim. Of course such an unlooked-for interruption 
tlirew the Senate into confusion. Some laughed, 
some convei-sed jestingly witb each other, some left 
their seats, and several minutes elapsed before the 
chairman succeeded in restoring order. During al! 
the excitement Mr. Webster retained his standing 
posture, ready to commence so soon as the oppor- 
tunity, should be preseuted. The favorable moment 
haying arrived, the first sentence he uttered was 
this : " As the gentleman in the gedkry lias concluded, 
Ivnll proceed mth my remarks.'" How much better 
was this pleasantry than though he had indulged in 
an outburst of passion at the disturbance, and in- 
sisted that the gallery should ho cleared of spec- 
Mr. Webster was good at a rifle shot, as well as 
with hook and By. When travelling througb the 
State of Ohio, a number of yeare ago, in company 
with a friend, iie came upon a party of Buckeye 
farmers, who were testing their skill in the use of 
the gun, by firing at a target for turkeys. Having 
reined in his horses, for the purpose of enjoying the 
sport as a spectator, he ivas invited by the fiee-and- 
easy marksmen to try bis skill. He was not unwill- 
ing to comply. It was an amusement witb which 
he was familiar. After examining several rifles, in 
a manner which evinced his acquaintance wiib the 
instrument, he selected one of the best, and, with 
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S3y IirS JJINNF.R WITH THE BDCKBYES. 

the motley group of rough-lookiHg western farmers 
standing aroiiud liiiii, lie raiseil the weapcm to liia 
eye, and in a mnmeiit sent a ball directly through 
the centre of the target. He was acknowledged a 
good shot, and had one of the finest turkeys in the 
flock pj'esented to liijn. Then the questions went 
roimd, " Who is this ? Where's he from 1 What's 
his basiness 1 Wiiere is lie going 1 " But no sat- 
isfaction could they obtain. They finally invited 
liim to dine with them at an inn near by. He con- 
sented. Their curiosity being highly excited to 
learn who this skilfid marksman was, his friend took 
the liberty of introducing him at the dinner as the 
Hon. Daniel Webster, member of Congi-esa. Great 
was their pleasurable astonishment to learn that their 
stranger guest was the distioguished individual who 
had recently delivered a famous speech in Congress, 
of which they had lieard, and some of them had 
read. As he had discoursed so eifectively from the 
rifle's mouth, they wanted to hear some words of 
eloquence fall from his own. He was, therefore, 
cailed out, — perhaps by one of the party giving a 
toast in his liouor. In responding to the call, he 
addressed to thein a few appropriate remarks, and 
then proceeded on his journey. They earnestly en- 
deavored to induce him to fire anotlier rifle ; but he 
was too wise to incur the liability of losing their 
good opinion of bis skill by attempting a second 
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HIS ADVENTURE WITH THE SNOBS. 5iSi9 

" crack shot." Not oiilj' did he put a ball thi'ongh 
the centre of the target, but succeeded in making 
so fuvoi'able an impression upon their he.arts, that 
some of them accompanied blm twenty miles on his 
jouniey. 

This incog, characler was the occasion of another 
adventure, but of a some what diiFereot nature. 
When in company, Mr. Webster always dressed 
like a gentleman ; but when on his farm, or ou fi 
fishing or gunning excursion, liia costume was char- 
acterized for its appropriateness. He could be mis- 
taken for no other character than t!ie one he had 
assumed. In his gunning or fishing toggery, no 
stranger would suspect him of being any thing more 
than he seemed. On one occasion he was out after 
wild duclts, in company with his man, Seth Peter- 
son, when they fell in with " a couple of Boston 
sporting snobs," who were in difficulty because there 
was a hog in the way, wliich they couJd not cross 
without getting wet. Judging of Mr. Webster from 
his costume, they supposed him to be one of the 
rustic farmers of Marshfield, and therefore asked 
him to carry them ou his back to a dry point ou the 
other side of the bog. Without revealing himself 
to them, Mr. AVebster consented. After he had 
complied with their request, and had received from 
each of them a quarter of a dollar for the job, they 
inquired, in a flippant, familiar manner, " Is old 
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230 DECEPTIVE 

Webster at borne 1 We've had sucli miserable luck 
in sliooting, that we should like to honor liim with 
a call." To this questioa, espressed in such an un- 
dignified manner, Mr. Webster calmly replied, " that 
the gentleman nlluded to was not at home just then, 
but would be as soon as he could walk to the house, 
and ?te would be glad to see them at dinner." 

Wiiat reply these sporting gentlemen made to this 
rebuke is not recorded, but evidence is furnished 
that they did not dine with "old Webster" that 

Young men should be careful not to form an 
opinion of othera from their external appearance. 
A noble character is ofttimes concealed under att 
unfeshionable costume. It is especially dangeroua, 
in country places, to infer the social standing of a 
stranger from the garb in which he appeai-s. The 
eniploymeiit of a farmer forbids the wearing of fine 
broadcloth, French satin, and polished calfskin, when 
engaged in his daily occupation. And if, because 
the fabiic of his garments is coarse, and their sur- 
face soiled, any one should infer that poverty of 
purse, feebleness of intellect, and a low social posi- 
tion were among his possessions, and should treat 
him accordingly, he would incur the liability of 
making a discovery which would very justly over- 
whelm him with mortification. The wisest course 
is, to ti'cat every man, whatever may be his appear- 
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TouNa wEBSTna's wit. 231 

aiice, ua 1 EtUitkmiii, until «(, l^iiii lii> fiifeituie 
of that i,innctei 

The intun! hmnoi of Mr Webster, of nhiih h6 
liave given sevenl illuatiations, imnifestecl itself in 
early childhood Oii one occasion, when lie and ln^ 
brother Ezekiel weie bo^", after they had gone to 
bed, thej gut into a contmver-iy about '.ome passage 
m the Columbian Oiator, a famous school book of 
thit day , they left tiieir pdlows, and bef,an some 
researches m ordei to settle the dispute , in so doing 
they mauiged to set then bedclothes on file, ind 
nariowly esciped consunimg the house When 
asked, the next moimiig, lioiv the accident was 
caused, Daniel replied, " We jeere m ^tsuit of light, 
hut got lao) e than we wanted " 

At anothci time their father gave them a cettain 
piece ot ivoik to peiform during his absence fiom 
the hou-e , but finding, upon his return, that the 
taak was unpeifoimed, he questioned the bois \nth 
some degiee ot sternness concerning then eniploj- 
ment — 

" What h'ne jou been doing, Ezekiel '^ ' 

"Nothing, sir," was his answer 

" Well, Daniel, what ha*e you been doing '' " 

" Helping Zeke, nr " 

How much help " Zeke " required to do nothing, 
we are not informed. 

The same native humor peeps out in the reply he 
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GOOD HPMOH. 233 

And t!ie".e vmy woida were alien aids iiipkied m 
his ontioii It the lajiiig of tbe comer "toie ii tbe 
Bunkei Hil! mooumeat, >*hen lie addressed the vet 
erana — the few aunismg soldieis of that memora- 
blo battle 

It 13 a ^reat mistake to suppose that cheeilul Lu 
moi and apaiklmg wit should never be indulged 
They aie the developments of iin element of <-b« 
acter which teads gteatly to the pi emotion of 1 uman 
happmeps Ofttimes when the bioiv is ivimkled 
with ciie, and the heirt fil'ed with sadaes", some 
humoioiis lemark oi sparkling leptitee, or the it 
lation of some iidiculous incident, oi amusing anec- 
dote, will smooth that blow, and neutralize the '.ad- 
nesa of the bu dened spiiit In the wallts of ^love 
piofeasional life, exhibitions of good humor are like 
beautdh! wild flowei , peeping I ere and theie fjcm 
the rocLs lud crevn-es by the loidside which by 
then delicate loIois and pleisint perfume -ifioid 
delight to the nearj tinvellei, nh"> would othenvi l. 
be oppressed with the monotony and gloominesa of 
the way Flowers of this kind Mr Webster both 
culled ind cultivated He knew also how to uso 
them Theieweiefen men moie geniil moie hu 
moious oi whj could moie easily set the table in 
a loai than he Hi', ichtion of anecd tvS ilw-^y 
piodiiced a decide ! eflect 
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234 Webster's spelling book. 

He was also exceedingly happy in giving a pleas- 
ant turn, in social company, to topics on which he 
differed from others. The following is an instance. 
In 1S47 he yisited Charleston, South Carolina. A 
dianer was given biiii. There were present at the 
table those with whose political sentiments he had 
no sympathy — those whom he had felt it his duty 
to oppose, in Congress and elsewhere, with all the 
weight of his personal talents and official position. 
After b all d by a toast, which was drank 

in his 1 lid his speech in the follo\ying 

agreeal 1 nann — 



»G 1 m U 


e t U you of an incident. 


AtEsI gl g 1 


a I posiog to call oa me. 


asked I 


1 lad f he did not wish to go 


and s M W I 


Tie boy answered, 'Is it 


that M W b 


1 o made he spelling book, and 


sets 11 90 n ny 1 a 


d ! ason If so, I never want 


to see h m as lonir 


sll 


" Noiv ^e tie en I a hat Mr. Webster who 


holds sen men s o 


e hjects, not altogether 


acceptable I a 


J to ay to some portions of 


the South. But T ! 


iet no lessons ; I make no sjrell- 



ing books. If I spell out some portions of the Con- 
stitution of the United States in a manner different 
from that practised by others, I readily concede, 
nevertheless, to all others a right to disclaim my 



iiM=.i>,Googlc 



AN AGREEABLE SO HO 01. MASTER. 3:!5 

spelling, find adopt an ortliograpiiy more fisiltoble to 
their own opinions, ieaving all to tiiat geaeial pulj- 
]ic jtidgtaeot to which we must, in the end, aU sub- 
mit." Anct when he took his seat, the following 
toast was submitted : " Here's to the agreeable 
schoolmaster — who sets no lessons." 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Mr. Webster bo early Riser. — His Letter on Ihe Moruing. — Ad- 
am's Mornings, — What to olraerve in the Morning. — Dr. Dod- 
dridge on early Rising. — Beauties of Marshfield. — Mr. Web- 
ster'a Love of Trees. — He protecU Birds.- His Reword.— 
The Qnails. — He tames wild Geese. — His Interest in the 
natural acienoes. — Presents Auduboa with Birds. — The Wall- 
flowet, — The Sonnd of the Sea. — Lessons of Nature.— Dig- 
nity of llie Study of Nature. 



E of Mr. Webster, which he seoms to 
have Ite^rt up through life, was tltat of early rising. 
Long before tka first gray streak iii the enElern ho- 
rizon heralded the approach of the " king of day," 
he was up, dressed, and in the depth of bis day's 
work. It was his uniform practice to despatcli his 
study and correspondence by the middle of the fore- 
noon. Oil one occasion he said, "What little I 
have accomplished has been done early in the morn- 
ing." Ill a letter to an agricultural convention, be 
wrote, " When a boy among my native hills of New 
Hampshire, no cock crowed so early that I did not 
hear Mm." During bia residence at Washington, he 
was accustomed to visit the market, make his pur- 
chases, and converse familiarly witli the butchers and 
farmers, long before the citizens of the capital were 

2m 
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WEBSTOit AN EAitliY RISER. 237 

Stirring, Strangers in Washington, after learning 
this Jact, would themselves go to the market in the 
early dawn, for the purpose of getting a sight of the 
great statesman. 

Mr. Lanman says, " Mr. Webster admired, above 
all things, to see the sun lise, especially from his 
cliamber window at Marshfield. He appreciated 
the moral sublimity of the spectacle, and it ever 
seemed to fill his mind with migbty conceptions. 
On many occasions, at sunrise, both in the spring 
ond autumn, has he stolen into the chamber occupied 
by the writer, which looked upon the sea, and, with 
only his dressing gown on, has stood by his bedside, 
and startled the writer out of a deep sleep, by a 
loud shout somewhat to this effect : — 

" ' Awake, sluggard ! ond look upon this glorious 
scene ; for the sky and the ocean are enveloped in 
flames ! ' 

similar mauner at a very early iiour, when, lo, Mr. 
Webster, who happened to be in a particularly play- 
ful mood, was seen going through the graceful mo 
tiouB of an angler, throwing a fly and striking a 
trout, and then, without speaking a word, disap- 
peared. As a matter of course, that day was given 
to fishing." 

In 1852 Mr. Webster visited Virginia ; he contin- 
ued his liabit tliere. As one of its results, we have 
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2'd8 HIS LETTER OS THE MOUSING. 

the following beautifully descriptive aceoiiist of tlie 
morning. None but a passionate lover of tlie early 
dawn conkl liave written it. 

"RJOKMONII, Va., > 

Five o'clock, A. M., April 20, 1852. 5 
" My dear Feiehd ; Whether it be a favor or an 
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day which comes along ail;«-i a cup of coffee and a 
beefstealt, or a piece of toast With them moining 
IS lint a new isijumg oi hght, a iieiv buralmg forth 
of ihe SUB, a neiv waking up of all that has life, 
from a sort of tempotjry death, to behold agaia the 
woik? of God, the heavftis and the eaith , it i= only 
a part of the domestic dtj, belonging to leading the 
newspaper*, an^weiing uote^, ■sending the children to 
school, and giving oideia foi dinner The fiist 
streak of light, tin, eailiest purphng of the ejit, 
which the laik spnnga up to greet, ind the deeper 
and deeper coloring into oiange and led, till at 
length the 'gloiious "Jiin is seen, regent of the day,' 
— iJiis thej never enjoy, for they never see it 

"Beautiful deaciiptions of the moining abound in 
all languages ; but they are the strongest, perhaps, 
id the East, where the sun is often an object of 
w I p 
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240 iDAM'S MOHNINGS. 

of t!ie most beautiful imagery, al! foimJei] on the 
glory of the morning, might be filled. 

" I never thought that Adam had miieh the ad- 
vantage of us, from haying seen the *70rld (vbile it 

" The manifestatioiia of the power of God, like 
liis mercies, are ' neiv every morning,' aad fresli 
every moment. 

" We see as fine risings of the sim as ever Adam 
saw *, and its risings are as much a miraclo now as 
they were in his day, and I think a good deal more, 
because it is now' a part of tlie miracle tliat, for 
thousands and thousands of years, he faas come to 
his appointed time, without the vaiiation of a mil- 
lionth part of a second. Adam could not tell bow 
this might be. I know the morning ; I am acquaiat- 
ed with Lt, and I love it. I love it fresh and sweet 
as it is — a daily new creation, breaking forth and 
caUing all that have life, and breath, and being, to 
new adoration, new enjoyments, and new gi'atitude. 

"We ?ee a', fin), n ny tf the sun as ever Adam 
saw" Hjw mteieatmg ih that thought ' By rising 
early, and lookmg fiom an upjKr nmdow, or as- 
cendmg some imdl eminence whah gives lis the 
command of llie luiizon, we m ly heboid a scene 
of as nnioh magniiioence as gieeted the eyes of 
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Adam, when t!ie first rays of tbc rising; siin gilded 
tlie beauties of paradise. Tiy it, young leatlyr. 
Rise before the sun; go forth to hail his coming; 
play in the beams sent forth by his uppei; edge, be- 
fore his centre makes its appearance; observe care- 
fully the effects produced upon the appcai'ance of 
the v^uu^s objects upon lull, ties cljud hke 
and bmldmg, as tSie daiknesa flees ^w^\ and tie 
^ray diwn biightens into the full hglit of d ly and 
if yju possess a pirticle of the love of the beouti 
ful, yia will acknowledf,e that no displaj of the pyr 
otethnic art can bear anj companion ti tie goi 
geous splendor of the scene before you 

Tho^e who lounge away their time upm their 
pillow are not aware of the amount winch the ag 
gregate ot tbe<ie lost hours would make Di Dod- 
diidge has 'aid that the diffeieiHf between iioing at 
five and seven o'clock in the morning foi the space 
of forty J ears supposing a man to gj to bed it the 
same hour at night is neaily equivJent to tlie addi 
tion of ten years to a man's life 

It follows that be who desires to lengthen his life 
in respect to it^ practical mflnence should iiae ear 
her thau he has been accustomed to All the time 
that lie thus ledeems iiomtle jillow is so much 
added to actn e esiateuce 

In addition to this, tbe treshness of the niormng 
ail, and the renovation which the mind has leceived 
16 
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242 BEAUTIES OF J 

fiom ita jeceiit Bleep by nhich the cleiiiaess of its 
pticept]jii9 and the lapidity of its opeiatioiis aie 
iicitased, render tlji^ a peculiaily favoiable time 
for intellectual pursuits 

Jlr Webatei's habit in this leapect wdo similar to 
tlint of maoyothet di'tinguished charictei? BufFon, 
llic jjieat natuialist, asenbes the extfetence of many 
volumes of his works to hi" practice of eailj rising 

We lave alieady remarked that Mi Webster nas 
1 livei of nature This was ennred m his choice 
of a lesidence at Marsbfield, wheie hill, pond, for- 
est, and ocein combioe their peculiar beauties to 
render the place attractive, and also by his assiduous 
care, with which all the jiecuhirchaimsof the place 
Inie been developed 

Genetal Lyman, in a letter which he wrote in 
November, 1843, at Marshfield, says, " Mr. Webster, 
I nan f d y y 

h d al d w 
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pi'uduced, none of the trees of which \m\v been 
planted more than a doz^n or thirteen years, bound- 
ing the lawn and pond oa one side, is already so 
high and dense as fo afford a perfectly shaded walk 
through the centre of it, not only making a beautiful 
prorneuadt', but fillmg up the background of tjie 
landscape, of which the lawn and pond constiliite 
pronainent features. 

"Mr. Webster spoke in wai'm terms — terms al- 
most of indignation — of the stupidily of peisocs 
wbo omit to plant trees from an idea that they may 
not live to see their growth and beauty, or to taste 
their fruits. He reminded me of Walter Scott's 
good adfice on this subject. He would plant a tree 
which would be growing while others were sleeping. 

"Ho spoke of the just and excellent taste of Sir 
Walter Scott, on all subjects of this kind, and re- 
ferred to two articles written for the London Quar- 
terly Review, some years ago, on planting trees, 
landscape, &c.i as being full of instruction. 'Where 
is tbe man,' sMd Mr. Webster, ' who docs not ad- 
mire the principle which actuated the late Stephen 
Girard, of Philadelphia, who, when bending over 
the grave with age, said he would plant a tree to-day 
if he knew ho were to die to-morrow 1 If every 
man were actuated by such sentiments, what a 
change it would produce in the afiiiirs of the 
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244 THE HILL CHANGED. 

" He showed me eight or nine specimens of oak ; 
several of them he had obtained from the Southern 
States ; aU the varieties of pines and cedars, and 
the arbor vitie, from Maine ; various sorts of ash, 
maple, and the buckeye from Ohio ; and the sweet 
gum from Virginia. 

" For these last two, however, the chmate was 
found somewhat too severe. The wbitewood, as 
we call it in New York and Oliio, — properly the 
hnod ndrort or tiliptrce — appeals to gion well 
HeJges of buckthoin hne the aienue to the house 
stand the chmate well and aie \cry handsorae 

111 a few 1 eirs theie trees according to rr j 
prediction, wi!i be the idmiration of eveij bud> 
and blanches of them will be cut and eained twty 
b) future geneiitions who will know the biography 
of the gieat man of our time is biatiches are now 
cut and cained awa> from the ttees which giow on 
the plantations of other sages whose piUais aie m 
the dust The handsome wooden eminence near 
the house is now beautifully covered with a thicket 
of loiu ts catalpas young cheriy tiee« &c This 
little hdl twelve jeirs ago was peifectly naked and 
the sand was blown about bj the wind A lady, 
visiting Mr= Webstei begged that ^o unsightly an 
object might be made ti mend its ■^ppeiiince Hei 
advice w stoUoned and six >eai8 aftemaids *isit 
ing Ma!=hfield again she clapped hei hind with 
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MR, WEBSTEIt PBOIECTS BIRJ^ia. 2'15 

dJiiiintioLi It til sue c s t iiSnt sU b 1 j m 
nic itk 1 

Altliou^h Ml Webstei w i« fond of gtmiim^, and 
often went out foi lliat purpose being ^a ' ezcellenl 
»1 ol,' yet he '^llo^^ed no aim to be fiicd iipun hi 
piemiSLB "^ucli birds and game as appioachtd hia 
1 ou-e, 01 made it theii homt, any wheie on his 
^lounda, be ttould not ■dlow to be disturbed The 
dchghtful eSect of this kmd trentment is de'-ciibed 
as tollowB by bis visitoi — 

"I WIS stiuck with the timentst of SG\eial httle 
iniiuols and birds, nhich I have elseiiijere fjund 
(juite iviJd and sliv A squirrel, fui instance, aai 
alnio t within our reicli eating a nut, and licai ig 
ut, talk without llie least indication of tcai Thi. 
liid'5 1 opjied aboaf, siagm^ their vviJd iiote= as if 
unconici lus of our pie=eiice A biood of <)uails 
hid Bcfuilly beiu InlcliPiI between the hjusL and 
the gate in the iiec!<,c tliit lines the ciiiiuge \ a) to 
the dooi I iiiquiied whr thn was so, he said, 
'Diiiiug the whole time I h-we been theie, I have 
eiideavoied to cultivate their acquiintaute, and have 
never peimitted their neata to be disturbed, noi do I 
jIIow ^iins to be hred on the premises nor stitka or 
'.tones to he tliiow q at them nor iny thing d ne that 
would fughteii them awij Thty seem to ] now 
when, thev aie well tieated, and come with the sea- 
sons to enjoy my pioteetioii' 
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2i6 KEWARD OF PROTECTION. 

On (me occasiun, Mi Webstci was walking over 
his ^icjunils with 1 geiitleimn tiom Boston, when a 
flock i>i cjuails daited acro'*'* the road oulj a few 
feet fiom them The gentlemati was highly excited 
at the discoveij of the gtme, and longed to tiy hia 
skill with powder and bill "O, if I onl) had a 
gun," laid he, " 1 could ea&ily kill the wjiole flock. 
Have you not one m jour house, sii '' " 

"Yes, sii," leplied Mi Webater, with his usual 
calinne«i& — " jes, sir, I have i nuinbei of guns ; but 
no man whatsoeiei do I evei pcimit to kill a bird, 
rabbit, cr squiiiei, on any of my propeity" He 
then proceeded to condemn the iiidi-iiiminate 
slaughteiing propensities of the AmencaDS 

"In this country," said he, "theie is an almost 
univeisal passion foi lulhtig and eating everj wild 
aDimil that chancea to cross llae pathway of man ; 
nhile in England and other portiona ot Europe 
these dtiiQials aie kindly piotected and nlued for 
then eompanionship This is to me a great myste- 
rj , and bO far as mj influence extends, the birds 
shall be piotected " Ju^t at this moment one of the 
httle fugitue quails, that the visitoi was so insious 
to kill, mounted a little eminence, and poured forth 
a song, as if in gratitude to its humane protector. 
" There," said Mr. Webster, " does not that gush of 
song do the heart a thousand fold more good than 
eould possibly be derived from the death of tlial 
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beautifui bud ' " The ttiaiiger letuiatd bi3 tliauka 
to Ml ^■^ebbtei loi liio gentle repioof, and siib^e- 
quently acknowledged tlint "tliisliUie incident made 
hitn love the man uliom lie badbefoie only admired 



Ml Webster, m the eainestne'i& of liis dcue to 
suiiound bis dwelling at Marsbfield with the charms 
of arimated natme, has succeeded in Bcconi|iiiab- 
ing, what veiy feiF persons in tbia countrj ha*c ever 
attempted, viz, the taming of mid geese "The 
vjlue and pietoiial beauty of Mirshfield are greatly 
enhanced," says Ms Lanman, " b) the e\i9teiice, m 
the immednte vicinity of the mansion, of a trio of 
little lakes, all of them fed by spiings of the purtst 
watei The two siunllei ones are tlie favoiite 
haunts of the common geese and the duck tribes , 
but the laiger ooe, which studs the laiid^jcape vciy 
fharmingly, is t!ie exclusive domain of a Urge flock 
of wild geese wluch Ml Webster had domesticated. 
He informed the wiitei that his fiist attempts to tame 
tl.ese beautiful creatures were all unsuccessful, until 
the idea occurred to him that perhaps they might be 
made contented with their civilized abode, provided 
they could have awarded to them small sedgy islands, 
such as weie found at their bleeding- places in tlie 
tar noitb, wheie they might mate then nests and 
remain jiidistuibed by the foi and other pionbnj;; 
ammaJa. The expetiment waa tiied ; and nhiJe 
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the geese irere rendei-ed contented witli tlieii- li)t, 
the lake itself lus been greatly improved in pictur- 
esque beauty by its wild yet artificial islands. In- 
deed, the lunl sceiier* ot Maishfield s aJl tUat 
could be dpsiied by the paiutei oi poet j but wlien 
they come to add thcreio an immense expan&e of 
marsh land, veuied with silver sti earns, dotted with 
islands of uiibioken. fjiest, skirted with a far-ieach 
mg beach, oiiij bounded bj the blue ocean, they can- 
not but be deeply impressed with the magnificence 

Ml Webatei'a love ot Nituie was not superficial 
Whilst he gitatly adraned all hci external teatmes, 
he was interested in the study ot hei laws In his li- 
brary was a collection of rare and valuable works on 
the various departmentsof natural history, and the nat- 
ural sciences, the perusal of which afforded him great 
pleasure whenever he could secure time for fiie pur- 
pose. On a certain occasion, when these subjects 
were made the topics of conversation, he said that 
he wished he could live three lives while living this. 
"One I would devote to the study of geology — 
to reading the earth's history of itself. Another life 
I would devote to astronomy. I have recently read 
the history of that science, written so clearly, that, 
although I am no mathematician, I could understand 
it, and was astonished at seeinn: to what heights it 
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liad been pushed by modern intellects. Tiic other 
I would devote to the classics." 

It is an interesting fact, and one on whieh the 
lonngwould do well to ]iondei that as Mr Webster 
idvinced in yeirs his mind wis withdiiwn fiom 
themes nod specnlationa wl ich intereat),d him in the 
''iiliei peiiodsof hi^ life and nas devoted «ith m 
(■leased (ileasiiie to the contemplation and «tudy f i 

\mongit a!l the visitors who weie ho n td «ith 
tie 1 oij plight) of his elegant mansion thcie \iere 
ten so cheeifiKy welcomed as those who wi-ie 
de^oted to the investigation of natural objects 
With these Mi Webster Ijied to conveiae ind ex 
change items of infoimation He al o tumiohed 
such mdmduals evejy ficd ty in his power for the 
ti of then studies The celebrated Audu 
B one of his peisoiial friends , ind on one 
nhen the greit ornithologist wa? Msitmg 
Marahfield be wis pre ented by Mi ^^ebotet nitii 
•X wagon load of miscellaneous buds which tl e lat 
ter had ordeied to be killed by Ins huoteis all i long 
the coa^t emd among them was the identical Camda 
goose nliieh figuies so beautifdly in the Biida of 
America ' Mr Webster has said tl at the delighted 
mturalist studied l! e attitude of thit sin„le goose 
for an entire dij a 1 1 tl at I e ivas ih t,c thys 1 1 tak 
iiig ita portiait 
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250 SOUND OF THE SEA. 

At another time, ii) coaveisatioii with a clergyman, 
— liuv. Di, Choules, — he gare utterance to the fol- 
Jowing beautiful sentiments ; — 

" Wlien I was in England I was gfeatly pleased 
itiih the walMower, so often seen upon the walls of 
ruins and decaying buildings. The country people 
call it the bloody wallflower, i seJdoiis picked this 
sweet-scented flower without thinking of the liopes 
and wishes of life — the best and sweetest of my 
life all surrounded with ruin and decay : still we 
must look out for the blossoms of hope." 

" I have been reading White's Selboiinie ouce 
more. What moral beauty there was in White's 
mind ! How lie revelled in quiet country life ! aad 
when he became deaf, and could no longer hear the 
birds sing, yet be thanks God tliat his eyesight is 
still quick and good." 

Walking in the evening at Marshfield, and gazing 
at the sea, Mr. Webster stopped, and placing his 
hand upon the shoulder of the same gentleman, re- 
cited several rerses of Mrs. Hemana's impress ve 
poem on the Sound of the Sea : 

" Then Brl Boondiiig on, Ihou mighty sea, 
ForeTer and Iha same ; 
The ancient rocks yet ting to Ihee, 
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Through many au olden clime, 
Thy billowy anlbems ne'er lo sleep 
Until llie close of Lime." 

The study of nature is one of tbe noblest employ- 
ments of the human mind We aie then brought 
into diiect contact with the worka of the Crcirtor 
We are Iiirmshed witli concIusiTe evidences of his 
OMstence and ■attributes Not onlj bj the'e pursuits 
IS the taste letined and the lo\e of the beautiful 
strengthened, but an influence is eterled fiiorable 
to the cultivation ol mont character 

Besides in the stuJy of nature we need not ^i 
ftr foi lessons They spiing up in the be luliful 
flowers which ornament oui path, they smile upoa 
US in the stats aboie our head , we may re id them 
upon the tapestrj of the ever chanj,ing clouds ui the 
aicbitectuii, of mounfuns and the solemn grindeur 
of ancient forests, they nbispei around u= in the 
buzzing of ins cts , they cliaria us m the melody of 
buds, tliey fill us with awe in the howling if the 
storm, the roaring of the ingry ocean and the ter 
iifie tones of the threatening tbundei TI pj aie 
spread out all around us on mture a ample page and 
whenever so disposed, we may stud^ thorn to our 
"hearts content. We aie aw^e of a c!as= of in 
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dividuals lu liie community who look with a leeluig 
liordertng upon contempt on pursuits of this natuie. 
Picking bleeds to piece-, oi caitfnllj exammiug the 
foimition of an iniect, oi a leptile, they seem to 
regard as totally unworthy so exalted a bein^ ai. 

They cheiish a feehng of pity boidi-img od con 
tempt toi those who aie desoted to siiich put 
suilh It would be well foi such persons to euniidei 
whether any thmg, \\hich the all-wise Cieitor ha« 
not deemed as Iteneath himself to make, can be uu- 
worth} loi us to eximme and admire, and whethet 
It may not exhibit a want of suitable legaid toi the 
Cifcatoi him'.tlf, when the displays of his pnwei and 
giory ns exhibited m the woiks of his hand, fail of 
1 of awakening admuation 
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ClIAl'TEK XiV. 

Mr.Webalor'B Caodot. — Mr. Kelehom's Teslimony. — DirecliOQ 
to Mr, Bverell. — His MagnsDimity. — Dr. Choules's Teslimo- 
ny. ~ Webater and Dickenson. — Webster's Eulogy on Cal- 
boun. — Cliaracler of bis Mind. — His impreBsive Manner.— 
He will be remembered.- Webster and Hayne. — How lo treal 
Opponeius.— Charily. 

Ihe nobleness of Mi Webster s nature was ex 
I iited m a btnkmg manner on different occaRion« 
nliea he endeaiored to preient the perpetiiit* of 
peisotnl feud In the eiciting debates ot Con 
^ ess It nas natural, under the influenre of tempo 
laiy impulse that language should be used which, 

n a calmer mood the speakei himielf wjuld not 
I iitify Such mstancei honevei were exceediiiEtly 
1 re m the speeches of Mr Weboter He seemed 

hvajs to appreciate thi" dignity of his character as 
1 senator of the most prwerful republic on earth 
and evinced au unnilhngnesa to do or siy any thing 
that nas unbecoming hia exalted po(-ition lie nas 
not insensible to the high standing of his opponents, 
neither was he unwillmg to accord to them his 
meed of praise for their genius and learning. 

Hiram Ketchum, Esq., of New York, in a brief 
eulogy upon Mr. Webster, among other things, said, 
2f>3 
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S TESTIMONY. 
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thought proper to leave almost every thing to my 
discretion — ns far as mntlers of, taste are concerned. 
One tiling only he enjoined upon me, with an ear- 
nestness ap[)i'oaching to a coramatid. 'My friend,' 
said he, 'I wish to perpetuate no feuds. I have 
sometimes, though rarely, and that in self-defence, 
been led to speak of others with severity. I heg 
you, ivhere you can do it without wliolly changing the 
character of the speecli, and thus doing esseatiul in- 
justice to me, to obliterate every trace of peraonali- 
ty of this kind. I should prefer cot to leave a word 
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ti 1 iiiioijs, or I! iicliat liable reiiiarlc upon 

a V 11 Once, when a gentleman liad mimed 

son e V ole t censu.es heaped upon him in his pub- 
1 e cha acter Mr. Webster colmiy rephed, ' Peihaps 
ny en! n ator's misfortunes have soured his tem- 
I e ime t for I remember liim a very kiiidly-dis- 
po ed perso ive must make allowances for the in- 
fir es of a^je.' The provocation had been very 
g ea a ] h 3 motives bad been wantonly assailed, 
jet Is en dei'ate and magnanimous spirit tri- 
un i I e 1 ol ly upon this occasion." * 

As another instance, we relate the following : 
After the negotiation of the Ashhiirton treaty, by 
which very complicated and threatening difficulties 
between tbis and the mother eountiy were adjusted, 
Mr. Webster bad serious cliarges alleged against 
liiiTi in the United States Senate by Hon. Mr. Dick- 
enson. These charges he repelled in strong lan- 
guage. When, in 1850, Mr. Webster left the Senate 
in order to enter upon Ins duties as Secretai'y of 
State, he addressed the following letter to Mr. Dick- 
enson. The painful occurrences to which be refers 
ted with that debate. 



" WiSHiNGTOK, Sept. 37, 1390. 
DEAR Sir: Our companionship io the Sen- 
ssolved. After this long and most impor- 
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tilt e itii >au iiG ^l out ti letu ii to j ill 1 nme 
mj I shall tij tt hiid leisaie to \isit nunc I hrpe 

ve may meet each othei ^f,am two months hence 
.(I the diathaige of oiii duties in oui resppctue sta- 

lOLiD ID the government. But hfe is uucertaiii and 

I have not felt willing to til e leare of you without 
j I uug m joui hands a note contammg a reiy few 

V lids which I wish to say to you 

In the earlier pait of our acqnamfaoce ray dear 

11 occuriences took place which I remeiuhpr with 
L ni-taiitlj increismg legitt and paiu, beeau'.i* the 
inoie I have known of you, the gieater have been 
my esteem fbi )oui chaiactei and mj respect 
ioi jour talents But it la jour noble, able man 
h ind patriotic onduct lu sup^wit of the gieat 
siinsuie of thia sesaioa which has eutiiely wen 

II > heiit aad secuiel n y highest regaid I bopt 
ju miy live long lo serve joui couutij , but I 

do uot think jou aie eier hkelj to see a en is m 
^ ! ich you irny be '»b!e to do so much eithei for 
i oui own di&tmi-tion or ihe public good 1: c u hai e 
to id wheie others ha\e fallen jou hv,e advanced 
ith hi in and minly step wheie others haie wa- 
tered filteied and f illcnba(.k and fjr one, I desiie 
10 thank you, and to commend your conduct, out of 
tht fulness of an honest heaK. 

" Tins letter needs no reply ; It is, 1 am aware, of 
very little value ; but I have thought you might be 
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358 EULOGY 01" CALHOUN. 

willing to receive it, and, perliaps, to leave it wliere 
it would be seen by tbose who shall come aftei' you. 
I pray you, when you reach your owii tlireshokl, to 
remember itie most kindly to your wife and daughter, 
I icmain, my dear sir, with the truest esteem, 

" Your friend and obedient servant, 

"Daniel Webster. 

" Hon. D. S. Dichemson, U. S. Sciialo.*' 

Another interesting illustration of his noble high 
mindedness was furnished in bis eulogy upon Mr. 
Calhoun, of South Carolina. On some of the most 
important questions ever discussed by Congress, and 
in some of the moat intensely-exciting' debates, he 
and Mr. Calhoun were opponents. On the flour of 
the Senate, that great arena for intellectual chivaby, 
they measured lances. A Spectator might have im- 
agined that in heai't, as we!l as in political opinion, 
they were strongly hostile to each other. Yet when 
it was announced in the Senate by Mr. Biitler, 
his colleague, that Mr. Calhoun had deceased, Mi'. 
Webster arose and delivered a beautifi\l eulogy, from 
which we make the following extracts, which siiow 
how highly he could appreciate the talents and 
character of an honorable opponent, and with what 
felicity he could express-his admiration, 

" I hope t!ie Senate will indulgb me in adding a 
very few words to wiiat has been said. My apology 
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for this prestmiption is the very long acquaintance 
which lias subsisted between Mr. Callioun and my- 
Bclf, We were of the same age. I made niy fiist 
enti-ance into the House of Representatives in May, 
1813. I found thei-o Mr. Calhoun. He had aljeady 
been a member of that body for two or three years. 
I found him there an active and efficient member of 
the House, taking a decided part, and exercising a 
decided influence in all its deliberations. 

" From that diy to the iliy of Iks deatb, amidst all 
the stiifes of paity and politn,e, there his suliiiitcd 
between us always, and Hithont inteiruption, ■> gieat 
deo^ee of peitondl kindnebs 

"DifFermg widely on many greit questions le- 
epeetmg ooi institutions and the government of the 
country, thoie diffeiencee nevei mteirupted oui pei- 
Bonal and social inleicourse I have been piesent 
at most of the dietiiiguished iiiatanees ot t!ie esbibi- 
tioii of Ins tajentb in debate I have alna)s heard 
hiM mth pleasure, often nitli much mbtiuriion, not 
unlrequently with iht, higlir-l device of adiniia 

" Ml Calhoun was calculated to be a leadei in 
whatsoevci association ot politicil tiiends he was 
thiown He was a nnii of undoubted genius and 
of commaiidmg talent All the countij and all tlie 
HOild admit that His mud was both petceplive 
and vigorous It was cleai qiuck, and stiong 
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tbat he might imagine that we saw before us a 
Senator of Rome while Rome survived. 

" Mr, President, he had the basis, the indispensable 
basis, of all high character — and that was unspotted 
integrity and unimpeached hoiioj'. If he had aspi- 
rations, they were high, and honorable, and. noble. 
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There was iiotliing grovelling, or low, or meanly 
selfish that came near the heal or heart of Mr. 

Calhoua 

" He has lived bug enough, he has done enough ; 
and he has done it so well, so suceessfiilly, so bonor- 
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IIAGNANIUITT. 

, called fortli from Mr. Webster wliat 
lias beeu termed his " great speech," yet when Bfr. 
Webster visited South Cui-olina, subsequently Co 
the death of Mr. Hayne, he took occasion to speak 
pubJicl)' of his deceased opponent in the most re- 
spectful manner. His animosities, if he had any, 
seemed to have been buried in the grave of his 
tli still guished competitor. 

We Lave dwelt upon this trait of ebaractei- the 
longer, because we desire to commend it strongly to 
the imitation of the young. We all have opponents. 
Where the opposition is merely one of opinion, it is 
comparatively harmless. We may differ in senti- 
ment without any interruption of friendly relations. 
Yet in thnt case it is eminently desirable that each 
should treat his opponent with gi'eat courtesy. They 
should be careful not to impugn each others motives, 
not to Indulge in criminations and recriminationB, not 
to exliibit in tone or gesture an acrimonious spirit. 
Eacli siiould strive to present the opinions of the 
other with perfect fairness, to put upon them the 
most favorable construction, and to discuss them with 
great candor. No permanent advantage is evei' 
gained by misrepresentation. 

But when the opposition extends beyond that of 
opinion, when there is an evident intention on the 
part of ail opponent to mdict upon ua injury, llien an 
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CHARITY. 

opportiinitj' is offered for the i 
iiimity. When a foe has fallen, attempt not his 
ruin, bui extend towards him the liand of kindness. 
Having defended yourself, there pause. Follow not 
your vanquished opponent with invective. Give him 
credit for all the commendabie qualities he possesses, 
and make all the allowances charity can suggest for 
the imperfections of his charaeter and the incorrect- 
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CLIArTER XV. 

The Human Family a Brolherhood. ~ Effect of litlla Kindnesses, 
Wcbaler anil Miss Milford. — lofiuBiice of a Friend's DeoUi. — 
Donations of Garden Seeds. — Gives away a Cnw, — Kinilneaa 
to Mr. Tappan. — Hungitrian BuH.— Gores Mr. Taylor. ~ Koa- 
sulh.— Mr. Webaler'sPresenl. — ChariesBroBTi's Use of Holi- 
day Money. — Items in Mr. Webster's Will. — A Rebuke and 
Fifly Dollars.- The Old Lady on Webster's Farm. — Auollier 
Fifty Dollars. — Webster Joans a Client Money. — A touching 
Story of a Widow's Poverty and Mr. Weljsler's Beuavolonco. 

The human family constitutes one great brother- 
hood. Each should fee] an iuterent in each. When- 
ever an opportunity exists of remoTing the diificultiea 
in others' paths, of lightening their burdens, or of 
promoting tbeir elevation, improvement, and happi- 
ness, the assistance should be cheerfully rendered. 

As himian happiness and misery are made up of 
the aggregate of things in themselves comparatively 
trivial, encouragement ia offered for all to labor in 
the field of benevolence. Every kind word, or gentle 
smile, or unexpensive gill exerts a beneficent influ- 
ence. It is like a gleam of sunshine breaking 
through the clouds in a dark and stormy day. 
Unexpected acts of favor towards our fellow-pilgrims 
in the journey of life arc ofttimes like the notes of 
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some fiLiiili IF tune hweetly falling upon tlie ear ol 
the vveaij tiiiellei when lestiDg upon tlic fiagmcnts 
of hoTjj ruins m some lemote wiMemesi, wlieie lie 
supposed himself deluded, by many a tedious 
lEague Jiom all civilized beings That favoutp (unp 
(lisjiels the illusion, by the conviction w hich it aw akens 
ilmt f.j mpathetic companionship is at hand By the 
jiower of as&ociafion, tbo>"e timc-honoieil imns seem 
peopled with faiiiilni foinia The feeling of loneli- 
ccss IS entirely gone How many of hie a pilgums 
there lie, who, tlifiigh surrounded by 1 multitud", 
feel alone ' To them it fceems as if theie wis 'no 
flesh in mail's obduiate heiit, it does not leel tir 
man " — ^s if a great gult separated them fiom the 
niQss of unfeeling humanity moving aiound them 
Slight attentions, kind word-, offii,es of fiiendsbip 
hridge this gulf, and make them feel that thej aie in 
sympalbetnj communication with the rice These 
Isihors of love, like laya of heavenly bght, banish tlie 
daikneas ot their heirts , the air «eema filled with 
the melody of household tunes, awakening in the 
otherwise desolate soul a &ense of brotherhood nith 

Among the incidents m the lite of Mr Wibster 
which have been made public aie a number ilhistn 
live of hia thoughtful friendship and benevolence 

When in England, some dozen jears ago, he was 
ill c mpim nith Man Russell Mitford In her 
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" Recollections of aLiterary Life," this lady relates the 
following pleasing reminiscence of that occasion : — 
" During tills visit a little circumstance occurred, 
so characteristic, 30 graceful, and so giaLiou , that I 
cannot resist the temptation of iclatmg it tt alking 
in my cottage garden, we talked natujilij of the 
roses and pinks that surrounded us, ^cJ of t! e dif- 
ferent indigenous flowers of our isJaiid and of the 
United States. I had myself had the satiel.ictioii of 
sending to my friend Mr. Theodore Sedgwick a 
hamper contdning roots of many English plants 
familiar to our poetry : the common ivy, (how could 
they want ivy who had bad no time for ruins 1) the 
primrose, and the cowslip, immortalized by Shak- 
spetire and hj Milton ; and the sweet-scented violets, 
hoth white and purple, of our hedgerows and our 
lanes ; that known as the violet in America, (Mr. 
Bi'yant somewhere speaks of it as ' the yellow violet,') 
being, I suspect, the little wild pansy, (viola tricolor,) 
renowned as the love-in-idleness of Shakspeare's 
famous compliment to (iueen Elizabeth. Of these we 
spoke ; and I expressed an interest in two flowers, 
luiown to me only by the vivid description of Miss 
Martineau — the scarlet lily of New York and of the 
Canadian woods, and the fringed gentian ot Niagara 
I obseiTed that our illustrious gueit made some 
remark to one of the ladies ot the piity, but I 
little expected that, as soon after his letuin is •seeds 
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VALDE OP TOKENS. 967 

of these plants could be procured, I' should receive a 
package of each, signed and directed by his own 
hand. How much pleasure these tittle Idndnesses 
give ! And how many such have come to me from 
ovej' the same wide oceau ! " 

Here in interest in certain flowers, expressed by a 
laly in casual conversation, was remembered for 
montlis a d was the means of inducing him to send, 
u asked a package three thousand miles, signed 
and di ected by his own hand, that she might enjoy 
the grat hcation of raising the flowers for herself 
The plants produced by those seeds were no doub, 
highly prized by the gifted authoress ; and now that 
he who sent them has passed away, they will be held 
in higher estimation than ever. How strange it is 
that the death of a friend enhances the value of all 
the tokens of his kindness ! Gifts, of which we were 
unmindful while their donor was alive, become 
treasured mementoes of liis love, when the hand that 
gave them is mouldering in the tomb. In such 
treasures not a few have been made rich by the 
demise of the great statesman. Trees of grafts cut 
from his orchards, animals reared from stock on 
his form, plants raised from seed received from his 
hands, to say nothing of tokens of other kinds, and 
especially letters in wliich he has poured out the 
fulness of his heart, though valued before, will now 
be more highly prized than ever. 
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26S DONATIONS OF SEEDS. 

V I e 1 Mr Webber «as m Congiess 1 p iias ic 
cuatuinLcl to recene trom oifleient qua lci^> seeds o! 
niioQS kinds These he iieitliei sjld noi iiionopo 
hzed for himself Being greatly inteiested in agii- 
cultural pursuits, he was desiious of diffueing ts ftr 
aa possible all kinds of crop= Foi this res'^oii he 
gave away the seeds which he receded tint the 
fainiPis might expeument nith them upon tbtii 
dtftcrent kinds ot «o)l I 1 a hea tul ie er to 
lohn Taylor, containinf; Ian ^,1 j, ot gravity 
and cheerfulness sobei j 1 cs. an 1 n e fa img 
directions, where there el as g 1 blending 

of incongruous objects as pe y ojal c ops," 
"little wife," "my mote s g d ad the 

graves of my family," he says, " I have sent you 
many garden seeds. Distribute them lanong your 
neighbors. Send them to the stores in the village," 
(not to sell ; no, no, but) " that every body may have 
part of them without cost." 

It would be interesting to know the history of 

h d W a vere they 7 which of 

y d 7 how did they com- 

p same kind 1 did any 

h M n u n es ? in what respects 

d a p "ovemcnt ? has a suc- 

p b d om tliese seeds 1 how 

t as to quality and 
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AS OLD ACQUAINTANCE. 2ti9 

It n lia I tlii. meajis of nnaiveiing tin,sf qiifa- 
tio!i=, it \n.i[Icl not be at all BUipusiiig tu lean tint 
new atid impoitint aJJitioiia hid been made to 
Lertain depaitmtnts of tlje agucultuial interest by 
'eeds iccLned thjough the tlioughtful attention of 
ilie farmei btatcsimii 

But Ml Web-tei not o ilj give ^^n) ^Gcds 
Wbeii otcaMon lequiied it, lie vtas willing to part 
nith moie important articles He ivas eapecially 
(.oiisideiate toiiards his uatortunate iieighbors 
^uch was hia accesiibleuess when it home, thit tbe 
firmeis in hie vicinity fieely ^pploached him ^nd 
related thoir eiabanasaments Those who had 
been aequimted with him m liia eirly years made 
capital of theirT'oi'mer friendship in appealing to his 
benevolence. 

On one occasion, when confined by illness to liia 
room at MarsbSeld, an old fi'iend who resided at a 
distance of thirty miles called to see him. He was 
at once admitted to the chamber. At first the 
conversation v/m upon " days of auld lang syne," 
They each drew upon their atoj'e 
and hved old scenes over again. After soioi 
had been spent in this delightfal manner, tlie ' 
entered upon his tale of woe, and related the v 
miafortnues which he had experienced. He 
lo have been in reduced circumstances, for i 
conyersation be incidentally expre^ed his e 
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270 ciVLS AWAY A cow, 

desire to obtain a good cow. The invalid listened 
attentively to every word lie uttered, but made no 
reply. When tbe friend bad fiaished the story of 
Ilia sorrows, and arose to leave, Mr. Webster called 
Mr, Porter Wright, tbe superintendent of his farm, 
into bis presence, and gave him instructions to show 
his friend the cattle whicb were on tlie farm, and 
then present him ivith any cow whicli he might 
be pleased to select from the number. The herd 
was examined, and tbe visitor made choice of a fine 
Alderney, valued at fifty dollars, which was cheer- 
fully given him by his invalid friend. lie went 
away rejoicing. " And this is only one of many 
similar instances which might and will be recorded 
()f the astonishing liberality of Mr. Webstei." 

We have already referred to the fact that when 
his early teacher, Mr. Tappan, was reduced to 
poverty, in his old age, he sent him at one time fifty, 
and at another time twenty dollars for his relief. 
The delicacy with which it was done — the words 
of affectionate sympathy which accompanied these 
substantial tokens of friendship — must have rendered 
the donation doubly acceptable. 

On thb Ebns Farm, at Frankhn, Mr Webster had 
a bull ot the Hunguiian bleed It was young, 
laige, ind beiutilul, neighing about two thousand 
pounds, with a neck move than six feet in circum- 
feience, and of a delicate light elate color. It was an 
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object of special interest to tiiose wlio visited Hie 
place. On one oecaaion, Mr. John Taylor was in 
the field with it, when, witliout provocation, tlie 
auitual suddenly became enraged, rushed upon liim, 
gored him with his horns, tossed him high iii the 
air, and, after he had fallen, trampled him under iiis 
hoofs, injuring him severely. He would probably 
have been wounded much more dangerously if he 
had not seized and held on to the ring wliich orna- 
mented the bull's nose. As it vyas, he had a very 
narrow escape from death. 

Mr. Webster heard in Boston that the superin- 
tendent of his farm was injured, but he tiiew not the 
particulars. It being the season of the year when 
La w-BB accustomed to make his annual visit there, 
he was soon on his way to Franltlin. When he 
reached Concord, where he heard the particulars of 
the affair, and learned that Ills life was considered in 
danger, he was deeply afflicted, and manifested great 
anxiety to pursue his journey. As soon as be 
arrived at home, he hastened to the honse of Mr. 
Taylor, whom he found prostrate upon liis hed, 
enduring the severe sufferings of a dislocated 
shoulder, a dreadfully bruised breast, and a deep 
wound in his thigh, some seven inches long. Mr. 
Webster wns filled with solicitude for his friend. 
Ho inf|uired the opinion of the physician, and when 
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272 SALMON AND GKAPES. 

he learned that he hod proiiouiiced Sum out of 
danger, he was greatly relieved. 

Mr. Taylor, doubtless, in order that he might 
allay the anxiety of Mr. Webster, gave quite an 
amusing narrative of hia rencounter with the enraged 
Bnimal, and of other feats which it had performed. 
" Do you think the creature is dangerous t " asked 
Mr, W., "and ought to be chained 1 " 

"Why,' leplied Taylor, 'he is no mnie lit io 
go abioid than ^our friend Go^einoi Rosauth liuii- 
self " 

' Bithei strong Iinguage this," humorously le- 
plied Mr W , ' but ■nhcn a man has been gored ■*! 
most to deith by an Hungarian hull, tt is not stLinge 
tbnt he should be severe upon the Hungaimn gov 

We have lelatedthis painful incident in oidfi to 
say that nhen Mi W fiiat heard of it in Boston, 
not, howevei, iraaguiing the extent of its ':eiejity, 
he immediately deteiiuined to take Hi Tijloi a 
present of something which he supposed "imld he 
appiopmte to one in liis condition He Ijolied 
around, and made the neceasaij puichise When 
he arrned ^t Ehna Faim, he ghddened the heait of 
the wounded min by the douatioa cf a basket of 
g apes and a. fresh salmon, brought purposelj fin him 
fiom Boston The piesent was wort' y of i noble- 
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ECONOMICAL SERVANT. 



H 



quahtic, and was accustomed to e, "i J 

spend on holidays and other times, in addition, as we 
suppose, to Ilia support. A few years ago lie ascer- 
tained that this servant had bought a piece of land, 
and had erected a small, yet comfortable house. 

" Where did you get money to purchase so fine 
a house V asked he. 

" I am glad to aay, sir," replied Brown, " that it 
all came out of your pocket. It is the money which 
you have given me on holidays anil at other times." 

It would seem from this that tho spendiag-money 
18 
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274 MH. WEESTES'S WILE. 

given to this servant must have been soiiiowliat 
libei'al. 

A similar spirit was developed by Mr. Webster iit 
the following item"" in ins last will and testa 
ment — 

"Item 11} selv^nt Willnm Johnson is a iiee 
man I bought liia ficedniii not long ago fol -ix 
bundled donii=! K i demand i« to be made upon 
hini foi inv poition of tins sum, but so long as is 
agreeable I hope ho svill lemain nith tiie family 

"Item Moniiba McCirty, Sinh Snilh, and 
Ann Bean, coloied peraois, naw, ^lso, ^i^d for a 
long time m mj stiiice, aie all fiee Tliej aic 
very well di-senmg and whoeiei comes aftei me 
must be kind to them 

Public ineo, especially iflbey lia»e the reputation 
of wealth lud libeiality, are frequently called upon 
by piivate individuals foi donations to various ob- 
jects In these calls t!ie propiieties of time and 
ciicumstance aie not alwtys legirded Sometimes, 
instead of donations, repi oofs at e reoeivcd On 
one occasion, Mr Webster gave both The follow- 
ing are the facts — 

A lady ciUed upon Inm in Washington, ind ilIqI- 
ed a loag and mournful st ny about hei affliLtioii'", 
staliDg that she was vei) pioi , ihit she resided in 
a western city, that she had not sufficient mjney to 
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A LADY SOLICITOli. 275 

reach her home, and then asked hiin to a«-.iat liei 
He hstened with fcome degiee of impatience to her 
tale, expiea?ed his suipiiac that she, a total stiaager, 
should feel at hbeilj to call on liini for the purpose 
of soliciting eh'iiity, simply because lie %\aa con 
nected with the govemnieut , and, aftei admini-tei- 
iiig a pifun repiimiiid foi hei impiopei conduct, he 
closed the interview by piescntijig lici with fifty 
dollars 

It ih> «otuctinies a difticiilt task to decide upon the 
path ol dutj in such cjbCb It is so eas} to be de 
ceiled by impostois, and such deceptions occur so 
frequently, that we know not, when a strangei asksi 
for assistance, whethei it may not be one ot this chss 
A safe couree would be to require corroborating 
evidence of the facts in tlie case, in addition to the 
statements of the solicitor. And even then decep- 
tion would not be impossible ; for such corroborat- 
ing evidence might be abuiidactly ftirnished, and the 
whole be based upon fiilsehood. 

To another woman he gave a similar amount, but 
under very different circumstances. The incident is 
highly interesting. 

In the early part of his professional career, when he 
was practising law in Portsmouth, one of his chents, 
whom he had conducted successfully through a some- 
what difficult suit, was unable to pay him his fees. 
He therefore insisted upon giving him the deed of a 
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378 WEB3TEK AND THE OLD LADT. 

certain lot of JniiU in a neighboring county. Tlio 
matter whs ndjiisted by tlie acceptance of tbia deed. 
Where the land was, or what was its quality, Mr. 
Webster knew not. After many years had passed 
away, he had oecasioii to visit this county. It oc- 
curred to hina that perhaps it would be well to look 
up the laud, and ascertain its condition. He went 
to work for that purpose. He made bis int^uiriea, 
and, after following the directions wldch were given 
him, be discovered the property. Upon it was an 
old house, built among the rocks, which appeared to 
be inhabited. He knocked at the door, and entered. 
He found it was occupied by an old woman, who, 
heraiit-like, lived tiiere all alone. He entered into 
vith her and asked who ownpd 
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Ever Miicc then, that iooky spot 1 t- btcii (11 t^- 
ndted ' Webster's Farm " 

This b^wever, iras not the limit ol bis domfions. 
y^ hen occa'iion. lequired, he gave mmo laigely 
He Wis a liige-heaited min '^t}S Mi Lanmaii 
— "The foUowiQg ^veII-authentlcated fact nas re- 
lated to the nn er by an eye witiieaa, ind is only i 
'■pecimeii of many thit miglit be meotioned, tending 
to iflustitte the charactei of Mi Webstei'*! beait 
Somewhere about the year 1826, a ceitain gentleman 
leading m Boston was tbionn tntoi!mo«t mextiicible 
difficulties by the failuieof a house for which he had 
become responsible to a Iirge imount He iieecJed 
legnl adMce, and being disheirtened, he deaiied the 
autboi of this anecdote to go with bim aod lelate hi? 
condition to Mr Webatei Ihe lawyer hciid the 
stoij entirely through, adv^ed his client what to do, 
and to do it immediatelj, and requested him lo cill 
agiin in a few dijs Aftei the gentlemen had left 
Ml Webster's oflice, he came liuiiiedly to the door, 
cilled upon the gentlemen to stop i moment and 
having appioiclied them with hi-> pocket book in 
band, he thus addiessed hi« ehent 'It seems to 
me my good sir, it I undeistood ^mn case ughlly 
jou are entii^lj naked, is it so '' ' 

The client lephed thit he was indeed penniless 
and then of course expected a demand tor a retain- 
ing fee Instead ol that demand, howeiii, Mr 
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278 MR. WEBST^ll AND HIS POOli CLIENT. 

Webster kindly remarked, as he handed tlie client a 
bill for five hundred dollars, — 

" ' Well, there, take that ; it is all I liave by me 
II aid f J 11 
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the money ; he let him have it subject to that con- 
tingency. It was to be a loan if the man ever had 
the ability to return it; if otherwise, it was a gift. 

This chapter cannot be more appropriately closed 
than with tiie following deeply-affeeting narrative, 
which is equally illustrative of Mr. Webster's benev- 
olence and piety. Rather than mar the account by 
presenting it iu our own language, we give it as it 
appeared in the National Intelligencer. 

" In answer to some fanatical inputations on Mr. 

Webster's religious principles, because of his support 

of the compromise measures, a widow lady, who 

resided in the vieiiiity of Mr. W.'s early home, said, — 

"> Mr. Webster an infidel ! I cannot believe that. 
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I have kciown Iiim long, aud, if it would not savor 
too mucii of egotisiBj I could lelate some incidents 
that would, I tbink, convince joii th^t, tthatever his 
political views may have been, he certainly wis not 
an infidel.' 

" She was requested to do so, -and accordingly 
wrote the following : — 

" ' Mr. Webster and my husband became acquaint- 
eilin eailylife, and tlie fiiend^hipof jouth extended 
to iiper yeais They were tiuly t-ongenial spirits, 
aud sought eacb other's society a« much as possible. 
But the cares of bu*iiness at length separated them, 
and for many jeais they seldom met My husband 
settltd douii in this pljct, and Mr Webster went 
forth t« battle for the iis)it iii tbt councils of the 

"'Foi some tinib Me ueie greatlj prospered. A 
lucrative business brought us wealth almost beyond 
our hopes. Two children came like a sunbeam to 
light up our happy home with their joyous smiles, 
and to cheer our spirits with their innocent prattle. 
Those were happy days, and I love to recall tliem. 
But alas ! they were soon covered with clouds of 
darkness, thaj. even the eye of faith could hardly 
penetrate. 

" ' Some of the firms in which my husband's funds 
were placed became involved, and our little all was 



iiM=.i>,Googlc 



280 HE. WEBSTER ASD THE WIDOW. 

swept from our grasp. When he found that every 
effort to recover it but plunged him deeper into 
diificuity, he became disheartened. Soon his health 
failed, and he wna compelled to give up his business 
eMirely. He then sold the shop, and what else we 
could spare, and with the avails paid every debt 
except one. This was due to a friend who chose 
to wait for his money rather than take from us the 
cottage where we lived, the only property we couid 
then call our own. 

" ' Bat hardly vi'aa the arrangement made when the 
gentleman died, leaving the note in the hands of one 
who knew not how to show mercy. He demanded 
immediate payment, and we were about to sell our 
house wheu our oldest child was taken down with a 
fever, and soon left us, as we hope, for a better 
world. The same disease prostrated my husband ; 
aud when the physician told me he must die, I felt 
that my cup of sorrow was full. But no ; I was 
ml stake t>. 

" ' Thci'e was yet another drop to be mingled in 
that cup of bitterness. While my husband yet lin- 
gered between life and death, my daughler, tlie only 
remaining child, was taken sick also, and after five 
days' suffering, she too loft us, to rejoin her brother 
in the " spirit land." 

" ' Do you ask how I bore this second bereave- 
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ment ■* I believe I had not leisuie to tin k of t 
Ail my time all my alteQtioa, irere given to my 
hufebaiid who was slowly but surely gsiiig dom to 
the grivi. I bad even foigjtten tbe hard licaiteil 
cieditui But he did not forget Inexonlle u 
deaib itielf he came at the time appointed, and 
dcmande 1 the moiiev I thmli he EOHst hive 
been ii)to\ica£ed loi I am sine no mnti in his 
sobei seiiaes i,oiild Inve been so cruel I told I im 
laj hu band wa-i dying, but he replied &oiiy, 
Sony to heai it He won team any more money 
and, as you cant pay itp 111 juat take tht, house 
\ou can live somewheie eke as you base no one to 
look aftei I inteiiupted Ins ciuel lemarks and, 
thinking to move bia feelings, I led him to the room 
where lay the cold form of my child, 

" ' Vuin hope ! 1 might as well have tried to 
move ail iceberg. After much entreaty, I obtained 
permission to remain in tbe house while my loved 
one lived, on coudition that I gave up (he furniture. 
This I promised, that I might no more be troubled 
with his loathsome presence. 

" ' The man left me, and 1 sank into a chair, 
utterly overcome at the prospect of the desolation 
before me. At that moment I heard a rap at the 
door. 1 coidd not rise to obey the summous. 1 
fell that Riy heart was breaking But the door 
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slowly opened, and Mr Webster stood before nie. 
He had come bomo on a visit, and, without know- 
ing any thing of our sorroivs, he rode over to see 
iind embrace his early friend. What was bis sur- 
prise to find him thus ! And when the story of our 
troubles had been told, when he bad assured himself 
that his long-cherished friend bad hut a few more 
hours to live, he sat dowu and wept. 

" ' Then he asked to see the corpse of his little 
pet, who, when he last visited us, sat upon Jiis knee 
and played with his watch. As he rose to leave the 
bed, my husband said in a whisper, " Fetch her to me, 
that I too may look upon her sweet face once more." 

" ' We placed the still beautiful form beside the 
bed, and stmidiug near it, gave ourselves up to un- 
controllable grief. When able to command bis 
voice, Mr. W. said, "Let us pray." And kneeling 
there, beside the dying and the dead, he prayed as 
none but a Christian can pray. Sure I am that a 
prayer so earnest, so full of faith and hope in the 
Redeemer, was never poured forth from the lips of 
an infidel. 

" ' Gladly would he have stopped with us through 
the night ; but business forbade his stay. He lefi 
us, and as he grasped for the last time the hand of 
his dying friend, those pale features were lighted up 
with a smile of hope, such as they bad not worn fov 
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many a day. The troubled spirit was at rest, fur the 
asHuraiice had been given that the widow sliould be 
provided for iu !ier affliction. 

" ' My husband died tlie next day. I saw no more 
of the Laid-Iiearted creditor, and the house ri 
unsold. I still occupy it, and the room wljere 
Webster kneeled in prayer is to me a sacrec plac 



iiM=.i>,Googlc 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Mr. Webster never oW of Order. — Sings with 30 old Ladj.— 
KelJgiona Allusions. — The Bible is " Iha Book." — Piely of 
his Brollier Ezekiel. — An Evening Scene and Scriplnre Qno- 
taiion. — Mr. Webster's Remarks on Job. — He prefers John. — 
Conslant in Atlendance on Publie Worship. — His Opinion 
of Sermouiilng. — His Opinion of Prayer.— Mr. Kirk's Ser- 
mon. — Mr. Wcbslor's Remorks upon if. — Believer in the Atone- 
ment. — Eeqneals Praj-eron board a Steornboal. — InBuence of 
Prayer — Aril hmelic of Heaven.— His Religious Views.— 
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QUALIFICATIONS FOB OFFICE. 285 

IS, of tlic cloaet It mil be a fortunate -iay for 
countiy vihta immoiality of chtraeter, or a 
e disregaid for Christianity, shall be suflicient 
to prevent the election ot any individual, howt(er 
emmeot he maj be in othet lespects, to ini oftice 
of lesponaibility In c^nya'sing the qualifications 
of candidates, the time has come when a higber 
estimate should be placed upon moral lequi'-iti-i 
We need men of good hearts, aa well is ationg 
minds lutegiity of charactei should be the ballast 
of the ship of btite , and tiua should be developed 
not oiilj in the liw which aie pasBed, but in those 
who enact and execute them 

With leference to Mi Webstei, it is stated that 
duriug his long congres^iional eaieer, though he was 
fiequently placed in circumstances ot the mo=t e\ 
citing characttr, and wis ofltimes the subject of 
peisonal and iintafing allusion, he never departed 
fiom the proprieties of debate He was nna calltd 
to M^' If this rigid adheience to the rules of 
palIlament^ry decoiuni h<id been imitated by othets, 
the vaiious scenes of congreosional rowdjism which 
haie dishonoied the hills ot our national legislation 
would have been av oided 

But Mr Webstei was governed by something 
higher than a mere legird t5 decorum He knew 
that the chaiactei of hi? country w»- m the opinion 
of foreign nations, implicated in these scenes of 
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" itiij pool, and a leiy old, woman. The seriice 
was closed nitli &mging. After Mr. Webster had 
found the hymn, he offered a part of the book to 
the poor woman, aud they both saiig together from 
the same page — a beautiful symbol of the union 
existing between the piety of youth and that of age- 
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Even tliough their voices might have been discord- 
ant, they were one in spirit. This pleasant incident 
is slill a topic of fireside conversation among the 
members of the parish. 

Wlien lie delivered his Fourth of July Oration at 
Hanover, during his colleginte course, he took occa- 
sion to ejLjtress the obliffatioiis of the people to chei 
ish sentiments of th^nkHglvlng towards the Rnlei of 
nations for the blessings they enjojed Hn Ian 
guage ttia a> follows "If piety be the lational 
escrcHc ot thi human soul, if religion be not ■% 
-chimera, and if the vestiges of heavenly assistance 
are clearly tiaeed in those events which mark the 
annals of oar nation, it becomes us on this daj, in 
consideiation of the gieat things which have been 
done for us, to lender the tribute of unfeigned 
thanks to that God who superintends the universe, 
and holds aloft the teale that weighs the de-tiiiiP'! 
of nations " 

These sentiments me impoitint They unwor- 
thy of being mcoipoiated m everj oration on oui 
national anniversary Wc should never torget our 
indebtedneBs to the Ruler of nations for the political 
freedom with which he has blessed us The Fouith 
of July ought to be a day of national thanksgiving 
With our various demonstrations of jo^ theie should 
be mingled feelings of devout gialitude Ot this 
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the youthful orator was eouviacec!, and lias earnestly 
expressed it in the quotation we have given. 

Being a firm believer in the divine origin of the 
Scriptures, he has on various occasions expressed 
himself warmly upon the importance of Kiaking 
them a subject of stucly. 

A correspondent of tlie Couimercia! Advertiser 

" Some years ago we had the pleasure of spend- 
ing several days in company with Mr. Webster at 
the residence of a mutual friend, Harvey Ely, Esq., 
at Rociiester. During tliat intercourse, we had more 
than one opportunity of conversing on religious sub- 
jects — sometimes on doctrinal points, but more gen- 
erally on the iaiportance of the Holy Scriptures, as 
containing the plan of man's salvation, through the 
atonement of Christ, So far as our knowledge of 
the subject extends, Mr Webster was as orthodox as 
any we ever conversed with. 

"On one occasion, wlien seated in the drawing 
room with Mr. and Mrs. Ely, Mr. Webster laid his 
hand on a copy of the Scriptures, saying, with great 
emphasis, ' This is the book ! ' This led to a con- 
versation on the importance of the Scriptures, and 
the too frequent neglect of the study of the Bible by 
gentlemen of the legal profession, their pursuits in 
life leading thera to llie almost exclusive study of 
works having reference to their profession. Mr. 
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Webster said, ' I have read through the entire Bible 
mauy tunes. I now make a pructice fo go through 
it otice a year. It is the book of all others for law- 
yers as well as for divines ; and I pity the man that 
caiiuot find in it a ricli supply of Ihoug-ht, and of 
rules for his conduct ; it fits man for life — it pre- 
pares him for death.' 

" The conversation then turned upon sudden 
deaths ; and Mr, Webster adverted to the thea re- 
cent death of his brother, who expired suddenly at 
Concord, N. H. ' My brother,' he continued, ' knew 
the importance of Bible trutlis. The Bible led him 
to prayer, and prayer was his communion with God. 
On the day on which he died, he was engaged in an 
important cause in the court then in scBsion. But this 
cause, important as it was, did not keep him from hia 
duty to his God ; he found time for prayer, for on the 
desk which he had just left was found a paper wril^ 
ten by him on that day, which for fervent piety, a 
devotedness to his heavenly Master, and for expres- 
sions of humility, I think was never excelled.' 

" Mr. Webster then mentioned the satisfaction he 
had derived from the preaching of certain clergymen, 
observing that ' men were so constituted, that we 
could not all expect the same spiritual benefit under 
the ministry of the same clergymen.' He regretted 
that there was not more harmony of feeling among 
professors generally, who believed in the great trntha 
19 
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1 Cliristianity. Difference of opin- 
ion, he admitted, vvi^ proper ; but yet, witli tliat 
difference, the main objects should be love to God — 
love to our fellow-creatures. In all Mr, Webster's 
conversations, he maintained true catholicity of 
feeling." 

The editor of the Bostoa Atlas, as quoted by 
General Lyman, in his Memorials, says, — 

"It was our foi'tuiie to pass several days ot liis 
home in Marshfield, some six or seven years ago ; 
and well we remember one beautiful night, when the 
heavens seemed to be studded with countless myri- 
ads of stars, that about nine o'clock iu the evening, 
we walked out, and he stood beneath the beautiful 
weeping elm which raises its majestic form within a 
few paces of his dwelling, and, looking up through 
the leafy branches, he appeared for several minutes 
to be wrapped in deep thought, and, at length, as if 
the scene, so soft and so beautiful, had suggested 
the lines, he quoted certain verses of the eighth 
Psalm, beginning with the words, 'When I con- 
sider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the 
moon and the stars, which thou hast ordmned, what 
is man, that thou art mindful of hitii 1 and the son 
of man, that thou visitest him 1 For thou hast made 
him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned 
him with glory and honor,' &c. The deep, low 
tone in which he repeated these inspired words. 
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iind the Jeep, rapt attention with which fic gazed np 
through the branches of the elm, struck us with a 
fpeling of greater awe and solemDity than we ever 
r It, when, a year or two later, we visited some of 
tlie most magnificent cathedrals of the old world, 
venerable with the ivy of centuries, and mellowed 
with the glories of a daily church service for a thou- 

" We remained out boucath the tree for an hour, 
and all the liroc he conversed about the Scriptures,, 
wiiich no man has studied with greater attention, and 
iif which no man whom we ever saw knew so much,, 
or appeared to understand and appreciate so well. 
He talked of the books of the Old Testament espe- 
riallj-, and dwelt with unaffected pleasure upon 
Isaiah, the Paalms, and especially the Book of Joh. 
The Book of Job, ho said, taken as a mere work of 
literary genius, was one of the most wonderful pro- 
ductions of any age, or in any language. As an 
epic poem, he deemed it far superior to either the 
Diad or Odyssey. The two last, he said, received 
much of their attraction from the mere narration of 
warlike deeds, and from the perilous escape of 
tlie chief personages from death and slaughter ; but 
the Book of Joh was a purely intellectual narra- 
tive. Its power was shown in the dialogue of 
characters introduced. The story was simple in its 
coustruction, and there was littl* in it to excite the 
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imaginatmn oi arouut the sjmpithy It na^ puulr 
an mteUectual pioduction, aiiJ depended upon tiip 
powei of the dialogue, and not upon th<! inteiest ot 
the story, to prodiite its effects This wis consid- 
ering it meiely as aii intellectual work He lend it 
thiough very often, and alna3S Hith renewed dehght 
In hi? judgment, it was the greatest epic e*er 

"We well leniember hia quotation of some of the 
\ ei ses ID the thii ty-eighth chapter ' Then the 
Lord answered Job out of the whiilwind, and slid. 
Who IS this that daikeneth counsel by words ivithoiit 
knowledge 1 Gird up now thy loins like a man , 
for I will demand of thee, and answer thou nie. 
Where nast thou, when I laid the touadations of th(, 
earth 1 Declaie, if thou hast understanding,' &.c 
Mr WebstPt was a hne leader, and his lecitation of 
particular passages, to which he felt waim, were 
neier -uipassed and iieie capable of ginng the 
most exquisite dehght to those who could apprcciili. 

With regard to this ^tt^chment to the Bil)]e the 
author of Mr Webstei's Piivate Life says , — 

" Indeed he loved and he read that piiceless vol- 
ume as It ought to be loved and read , and he once 
told the writer that he could not remember the time 
when he was unable to read a chapter therein. He 
read it aloud to his iainily on every Sunday morning, 
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and often deliyered c'^i.mpuie seimoii'! of gieat 
power and eloquence He nevei nnde a jouiney 
without carryiug a copy witli him, ind the writer 
would testify tliat he ne*ei hi-tened to the stjij of 
the Savior, ot heaid one of the piophecies of Isanh 
when it souaded so superbly eloquent as when com- 
ing from his lips Those admitted to the inti 
mEu;y of his conversation alone can tell of the 
eloquent fervoi with 11111011 he habitually <ipolte of 
the inspired writings , how much li^'ht he could 
throw on a difficult text how much beauty lend 
to expressions that would escape all but the eye 
of genius ; what new iigor he could f,ive to the 
most earnest thought, \nd what cluation e>en to 
Gubiimity. 

"It would be impossible, as C W Maicli has 
said, for any one to listen half an hour to < ne 
of liis dissertations on the Scnptuiea asc! not believe 
in then inspiration 01 hi Aid yet while his 
priyate eomersations and pubhc pioduntions attc-t 
how deeply he was imbued with the spiiit of the 
Scriptures, neithei the one nor the othei e^er con- 
tained the slightest irieverent allusion to any passage 
m them, any thing in the way of illustiation, anal 
ogy» "F quotation, which would seem to question 
tlieir sniictily He was scrupulously delicate m this 
regard, and theiein diffeied widelj fiom most of 
his contemporaiifs in public life, aa hi, read and 
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admired the Bible for its eloquence, so did he vener- 
ate it for its sacredness," 

At a dinner table at the Reyere House, Boston, 
one of the party made a remark uj on the poetry of 
the Scriptures. "Ah, my friend," immediately re- 
plied Mr. Webster, " the poetiy of Isaiah, and Job, 
and Habakkiik is beautiful indeed ; but when you 
reach your sixty-ninth year, you will give more for the 
fourteenth or the seventeenth chapter of John's Gos- 
pel, or for one of the Epistles, than for all the poetry 
of the Bible." 

It may be asked. If Mr. Webster was so deeply 
impressed witli the value of the sacred Scriptures, 
why did he never give expression to his views at the 
anniversary of some of the Bible Societies t He 
stated in the above interview, that he had declined 
■speaking at Bible Societies, "from fear thai the mo- 
tives prompting to such a step would be regarded as 
sinister." * He expressed deep regret that he had 
never I'ecorded his opinion of the word of God in 
some public manner, and intimated a willingness to 
comply, if invited to speak at the anniversary of tbe 
American Bible Society. But the arrangement was 
never made, owing, probably, to the speedy decease 
of the clergyman to whom the matter was auggest'id 

It is reasonable to suppose that one who was "io 

* Rev. Dr. Clioules's Sermon. 
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siiieereJy a lover of the Bible would not be uninter- 
ested in the public services of the saactiiarj'. The 
foilowing fact will illustrate Mr. Webster's views 
and practice upon this point : — 

He was accustomed, at one period of his life, to 
spend his months of summer recreation in Dorches- 
ter, Massachusetts. The late Rev, Dr. Codman was 
at that time pastor of the Orthodox Congi'egational 
Church in that town. At the time he became a res- 
ident of the place, Mr. Webster called upon Dr. 
Codman, "with whom he held similar religious 
opinions," and said to him, — 

" Sir, I am come to be one of your parishioners. 
Not ono of your fashionable ones ; but you will find 
me in my seat both in the morning aiid in the after- 
He is said to have been true to his word. His 
example in this respect furnishes an impressive re- 
liuke to those " feahionable " worshippera whose eon- 
science and heart are satisfied with a single attend- 
ance upon the public services of the Sabbath. May 
VTe not see in it, also, the influence of home educa- 
tion 1 Being taught, when a boy, to he in liis seat 
on both parts of the day, he continued the practice 
in subsequent years. He did not go there for 
amusement, nor to while away an hour that would 
have otherwise hung heavily on his hands. Indeed, 
any tiling in the form of a sennon which furnished 
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mere intellectual entertainment seemed to liim out 
of place. 

To Rev. Mr. Alden, of Marshfield, the pastoi 
wboae ministrations he attended, when at home, 
he said witli emphasis, " When I attend the preiich- 
inij of the gospel, 1 wish it to be made a pcrsmial 
matter, A personal matter, A PERSOiMAL 
MATTER." 

On ajother occasion he expressed his views of 
pi'eaching to a gentleman who afterwards gave them 
to the public in the Congregational Journal, in the 
following article ; — 

" A few evenings since," says this writer, " sitting 
hy his own fireside, after a day of severe labor in 
the Supreme Court, Mr. Webster introduced the last 
Sabbath's sermon, and discoursed in animated and 
glowing eloquence for an hour, on the great truths 
of the gospel. I cannot but regard the opinions of 
such a man in some sense as public property. This 
is my apology for attempting to I'ecall some of those 
remarks which were utteied m (he piivaey of the 
domestic circle 

"&aid Ml Webstei, 'Last ''abhith I listened to 
an able lud learned discourse upon the evidences of 
Chn'iliamty The ^iguments were drawn from 
prophecy, history, n ith internal evidence. They 
wete silted b ith lo§icil iccui icy and force ; but, as 
it seems to me, the cleig}maa failed to draw from 
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them the right couclusion. He came so near the 
truth that I was astonislied he missed it, lii sum- 
ming up his arguments, he said the only alternative 
presented by these evidences is this: Either Chris- 
tianity is true, or it is a delusion produced by on ex- 
cited imagination. Such is not the alternative,' said 
the critic; 'but it is this : the gospel is either trae 
history, or it is a consummate fraud ; it is either a 
reality or an imposition. Christ was what he pro- 
fessed to be, or he was an impostor. There is no 
other alternative. His spotless life in his earnest 
eoforcement of the truth, his suffering in its defence, 
forbids us to suppose that he was suffering an illusion 
of the heated brain. 

" ' Eveiy act of his pure and holy life shows that 
he \vss the author of trutli, the advocate of truth, the 
earnest defender of truth, and the uncomplaining siif- 
fti'er for truth. Now, considering the purity of his 
doctrines, the simplicity of his life, and the sublimity 
of his death, is it possible that he would have died for 
iLU illusion ? In all his preaching the Savior made 
no popular appeals. His discourses were all directed 
to the individual. Christ and his apostles sought to 
impress upoa every man the conviction that he 
must stand or fall alone — he must live for himself, 
and die for himself, and give up his account to the 
omniscient God, as though lie were the only de- 
peadent creature in the universe. The gospel 
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Itaves the individual sinner alone with himself ind 
Lis God. To Isis own Master he stands oi falls 
He has uotliing to hope from the aid and sympathy 
of associates. The deluded advocates of new doc 
trine do not so preach. Christ and his ipo&lles, 
had they been deceiTers, would not have so pieaclied 

" ' If clergyniea in our days would return to tlie 
BimpJieity of the gospel, and preach moie to indi- 
viduals and less to the crowd, there would not be &o 
much complaint of the decline of true lehgion 
Many of the ministers of the present daj take then 
text from St. Paul, and preach from the new-papers 
When they do so, I prefer to enjoy my own thoughts 
rather than to listen. I want my pastor to come to 
me in the spirit of the gospel, saying, "loii are 
wmtal' youi probation is brief; your work inust be 
done bpeedily. You are immortaX, too. Yoii ore 
hastennig to the bar of God; the Judge standeth 
befoie the door." When I am thus admonished, 1 
have no disposition to muse or to sleep. These 
topics,' said Mr. Webster, ' have often occupied my 
thoughts ; and if I had time I would write on them 
myself.' 

" The above remarks are but a meagre and im- 
perfect abstract, from memory, of one of the most 
eloquent sermons to which I ever listened." 

These are the true, common-sense views to be 
taken of the subject. It will be a most dcsicable 
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change ill public opinion when these views become 
popular, Ttiere are many to whom no preaching is 
so interesting as that which indulges in all kinds of 
flowery and imnginative description of scenes, cir- 
cnmstances, and characters, but which leaves the 
conscience unaddressed. To hold the mirror of 
divine truth before them, and show them the moral 
deformities of tiieir character, is to perform a most 
unwelcome service. But iustead of censuring them- 
selves, and striving for amendment, they make the 
preacher the subject of thetr complaints, or else find 
fault with the truth he utters. Probation, mortality, 
arid eternity are themes too sombre for tJie contem- 
plation of such. They take no pleasure in them. 
How widely different was it with Mr. Webster ! " I 
want my pastor to come to me in the spirit of the 
gospel, saying, 'You are mortal! your probation is 
brief, joui work must be done speedily. You are 
immmtal too You are hastening to the bar of 
God, the Judge htandeth at the door.'" A great 
mind wants gteat themes for its contemplation. No 
wonder that he idiled, "These topics have often 
cccupied my thoughts." 

Reader permit them to occupy your thoughts. 
You can dwell upon nothing invested with more 
piofound interest In comparison with these, all 
other suljecta dwindle into insignificance. Your 
present hie is bnef Yet for all your conduct here 
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you ave accountable at tlie tribunal of your Malter 
It is appointed unto men once to die, and after that 
the judgment Then will follow your immortality, 
the character of which will depend upon the course 
of life which *you have followed here. How ex- 
plicit is the language of revelation ! — "Be not de- 
ceived ; God is not mocked. Whatsoever a man 
soweth, that sJiall he also reap. He that sowesh to 
the flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption. He 
that soweth to the spirit shall of the spirit reap life 
everlasting." Let the young especially remember 
that this life is their seedtime ; that the harvest wilt 
be reaped in another world, and the nature of that 
harvest will depend upon the character of the seed 

Being a believer in the Bible, Mr. Webster was 
convinced of the efficacy of prayer. The last time 
he attended church, this was the subject of discourse. 
It was delivered by that warm-hearted, eai'nest 
preacher, and indefetigable lahoi-er in the vineyard 
of Christ, Kev. E. N. Kirk, of Boston. 

Healing that tliis gentleman was to preach in 
Duxbury, a few miles from Marshfield, Mr. W., with 
some of bis guests, rode over to heai Inm. Mi. 
Charles Lanman, who was one of the munbei, has 
given the following account of the ciieumstance, with 
some additional remai'ks, of which we gladly avail 
ourselves, coming as they do from one who was 



iiM=.i>,Googlc 



HEARS A SERJION ON PRAYEB. 301 

favfircd with the enjoyment of a close personal 
intimacy with the great statesman. 

" The last time tliat he ever attended church, it 
was vay raj'e fortune to be his companion. He had 
been informed that the Rev. E. N. Kirk, of Boston, 
was expected to preach in Duxbury, ■ some three 
miles from Mai'shfield; aud packing off liis guests 
and a part of his household in a couple of carriages, 
lie reserved a gig for himself, and in this did we 
altend. The Bcvmon was on the efficacy of prayer, 
and was distinguished not only for its eloquence, but 
for its powerful arguments. It dealt in nothing bnC 
pure Bible doctrines, as understood by the orthodox 
church. Mr. Webster listened with marked atten- 
tion to the whole discourse, and, after the services 
were closed, went up and congratulated the preacher. 
On our return home, his conversation turned upon 
the sermon, and he siud it was a remarkable, a 
great effort. He said the arguments adduced were 
unanswerable, and that if a man would only live ac- 
cording to the lessons of such preaching, he would 
be a happy man both in this world and the world to 
come. He said, moreover, ' There is not a single 
sentiment in that discourse with which I do not fully 
concur.' And this remark, when appended, as it 
ought to be, to the sermon when hereafter pubUshed, 
will serve to convince the world that his views of 
religion were most substantial and satisiactory. 
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enjoy the bounties of his table, without first implor- 
ing a blessing. No mau ever thought or talked with 
more reverence of the power and holiness of God. 
He came of a race of good men ; was baptized into, 
and became a member, in his college days, of the 
Congregational church, but died in the communion 
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of the Protestant Episcopal Church, of which he 
was a devout member ; and oae of the most im- 
les that I ever witnessed, going to prove 



up my Bible and read tlie twenty-third Psalm, and 
tiien m«de some fine remarks upon the character of 
David, observing that the varied experience of 
David as a shepherd boy, a King, victorious and 
vanquished, had made him acquainted with all 
the diversified feelings of human nature, and had 
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thus qualified him to be tlie chorister of tiie cburch 
in all future figea. Afler tliia, he asked me to eoui- 
mend ourselves to God, remarking that none needed 
prayer more than ' the wayfaring man.' " 

" How absurd," says one, " to imagine that our 
poor requests receive any attention from the Sov- 
ereign of the universe, or secure any benefit to our- 
selves !" " How superstitious," says another, " to with- 
draw to some place of retirement, and there pretend 
to talk to some unseen God ! " The spirit of such 
hannonizea with certain ones of old, who ijnpiously 
said, ''~It ia vain to serve God," and " What is the 
Almigbt)', that we should serve him 1 and what profit 
should we h'ave if we pray unto him i " 

Not so tliought MrJ Webster. If bis opinion on 
other subjects be valuable, it is certainly not wortli- 
less ou this. 'He was a believer in the impoi'tiince 
of prayer, acd performed the duty with moj'c or less 
frequency. 

Aod.'.vliy siiould not you, my young reader ! The 

bl J h du y b f q y. It 

p Q 1 1 II b 1 f ro t vain. 

V u n wl [iniyer 

wa n d H u bl 1 feeble 
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aasweied, its reflex influence iipiin the worshipper's 
mind and heart would justify its performance. To 
draw Toluntariiy near to God ; to hold, in the exereiso 
of faith, converee with him ; to acknowledge our 
weaknesses ; to confess our sins ; to render thanksgiv- 
ing for the innumerable blessings we have received, 
and earnestly to implore more, — all tliis hiis a 
tendency to deepen within us feelings of hnmility, 
penitence, gratitude, and devotion. It makes us 
more sensible of our weakness and our dependence 
upon Him who is the object of our prayers. 

In respect to his religious sentiments, in addition 
to what Mr. Laaiaan hiiA said, Rev. Mr. Kirk, in his 
sermon oii the death of Mr. Webster, entilled 
Great Men arc God's Gifi, uses the following 
language ; — 

"Having noticed that on several occasions gen- 
tlemen have endeavored to show that his religious 
views were not definite, but indefinite, oi', as some 
would term it, liberal, I would here mention an an- 
ecdote, which, ft'om his own lips, I am authorized to 
say is authentic. Being asked by a Unitarian gentle- 
man, as he was coming, out of an Episcopal church 
in this city, whether he believed that three and one 
are the same thing, he replied in a manner perfectly 
cliacacteristic, as it properly disposes of the real 
difficulty of the Trinity, ' Sir, I believe you and I 
do not understand the arithmetic of heaven.' " 
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In further ill » strati on of his rebgious sentiments, 
we mention the following incident, as related by 
Rev. Dr. Choules, in his sermon on Mr. Webster's 
death : — 

" That evening I asked Mr. Webster if his religious 
views were tbo-e of the Oithodox Cong/egitionil 
ists, with whom I had heaid that he united in earlj 
life. ' Yes,' he said, ' he thought that he had never 
changed his leligious opinions, that he ipnirded 
Jonathan Edwaids as being as iieaily the stamp ot 
truth as any mere human writei He spoke ot hj'' 
History of Redemption as having gieatly interested 
him, and added, ' But I prefei to find tiuth as it is 
conveyed to us in the word, nithout sjstera jet so 
clear and lucid' In regaid to tlie itonement, he 
expressed the most abiding confidence ohseiving 
that it seemed to him the gieat peculiarity of the 
gospel, to deny which, was to reduce it to-a level with 
other systems of religion. He observed that he had 
' no taste for metaphysical i-efinement in theology, 
and preferred plain statements of truth,' He 
thouglit the pulpit had much to answer for in pro- 
ducing differences of opinion among Christians, and 
expressed his belief that the best and safest way to 
oppose ail sorts of error was the plain enunciation 
of the truth. In this conversation I was much im- 
pressed with the remark, ' I take the Bible to be in- 
spired, and it must not be treated as though it mere 
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ly contained a revelation; it is a revelation. You 
ministers make a great mistake in not dwelling more 
upon the great facts of Cliristianity ; tliey are the 
foundations of the system, and there is a power con- 
nected with their statement ; it seems to me that 
Peter and Pau! understood this. Plain preaching 
is what we al! want, and as much illustration as you 
can bring up, I once heard Di'. Beecher, in Hano- 
ver Street, Boston, talk for an hour on God's law, 
in its application to the heart and life ; he did it in 
my idea of good preaching.' " 

Mr. Webster was particularly pleased with those 
psalms and hymns by Dr. Watts which dwelt upon 
the atoDement and salvation by faith in Christ. He 
regretted the modern alteration in some of them, by 
which, he said, their classic beauty, not less than 
their devotional chai-aclcr, has suffered. The hymn 
now commencing, — 

I' Here at Iby cross, my dying Lord," &l!., 

he would have read, as in the original, — 
" Here al tliy cross,' my dying God," &c. 
The bft\utiful hymn on the Christian Sabbath, 
c^losing with the stanza, as now altered, — 

" My willing soul would slay 
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lie would liave, as Watts wrote it, — 

" My milling soul woulcl slay 
111 such a frame as this. 
And sit and sing herself away 
To everlasting bliss ; " 

the last two lines having a fine olaaaio allusion to the 
swan, thus indicating, more effectively, the devotional 
spirit. He often repeated the fifty-first psaira, and 
referred particularly to the stanza, — 

" No blood of beaals, nor heifers slain, 



Sufficient and aloue." 

Rev. Mr. Alden, the minister of Marsiifield, in liia 
address at flir. Webster's funeral, said, — 

" Those who were present upon the morning of 
that Sabbath upon which this head of a family con- 
ducted the worship of hia household will never for- 
get, as he read from our Lord's Sermon on the 
Mount, the emphasis wliioh he alone was capable of 
giving to that passage which spealis of the divine 
nature of forgiveness. They saw beaming from 
that eye, now closed in death, the spirit of Him who 
first nttered that godlike sentiment. 

" And he who, by the direction of the dying man, 
upon a subsequent morning of the day of rest, read 
in their connection these words, ' Lord, I believe ; 
help thou my unbelief; ' and then the closirg chap- 
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ter of our Savior's last words to his disciples, being 
particularly requested to dwell upon this clause of 
the verse, ' Holy Father, keep through thine own 
Dame those whom thou hast ^ven me, that they may 
be oue, as we are,' beheld a sublime illustration of 
the indwelling and abiding power of Christian faith. 

"And if these tender remembrances only cause 
our tears to flow more freely, it may not be iiaproper 
for U3 to present tlie exarople of the father, when 
his gi-eat heart was rent by the loss of a daughter 
wbom he most dearly loved. Those present on that 
occasion well remember, when the struggle of mortal 
agony was over, retiring from the presence of the 
dead, bowing together before the presence of God, 
and joining with the afflicted father as he poured 
forth his soul, pleading for grace and sti'ength from 
OH high. 

" As upon the morning of his death we conversed 
upon the evident fact that, for the last few weeks, 
bis mind had been engaged in preparation for an 
exchange of worlds, one who knew bim well re- 
marked, ' His whole life has been that preparation.' 
The people of this mral neighborhood, among whom 
he spent the last twenty years of his life, among 
whom he died, and with wbom he is to rest, have 
been accustomed to regard him with mingled ven- 
eration and love. Those who knew him best can 
the most truly appreciate the lessons both from his 
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lips and example, teaching the siiataiiiuig power of 
tlse gospel. 

" A mind like Mr. Webster's, active, tliouglitful, 
penetrating, sedate, could not but meditate deeply 
on the condition of man below, and feel its respon- 
sibilities. He could not loolc on this migbtj' sys- 



ffithout feeling that it was created and upheld 
by an Intelligence to which all other intelligence 
must be responsible I am bound to say that 
in the couise of ray life I never met with an in- 
diTiduil, in anj profe-sion, oi condition, who al- 
wiy- ipoke and alway. thought with =uch an fill 
reveienee of the power and pieaence ot God 
No irieverence, no lightness, e^eii no too familiar 
illusion to (jtod an^ hia attiibutes e\ei escaped liia 
!ip~ The veiy notion of a Supieme Being was, 
inth him, madt, up of awe ■md solemnity It filled 
the whole of his gieit mind with the stionge=t emo- 
tions A man like him, with all his pioper senti- 
ments ind sensibilities alive in liim, must, in this 
state of existence, ha^e somethmg to belieie, and 
something to hope foi , oi efse, as hfe is advancmg 
to its close, all is heait-'iinkmg acdoppiession De- 
pend upon It, whatever miy be the tmnd of an old 
man, old age is only really happy when, on feeling 
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tlie enjoyments of tliis world pass away, it begins to 
lay a stronger hold en the realities of another. 

" Mr. Webster's religious seiiiiments and feelings 
were the crowning glories of his character." 

The Hon. Mr. Barstow, mayor of Provideuce, 
when alluding to the demise of Mr. Webster, related 
the following interesting fiicts : — 

" He also recognized God in bis providence. 
Who does not remember, after the sad catastrophe 
of the steamer Atlantic, of his rising in his seat in 
the American Senate, and recording there three 
providential deliverances from impending death? 
The first I have forgotten. The second was on the 
occasion of the loss of the Lexington. He was in 
Mew York, and had engaged passage home in her, 
and, if I mistake not, went to the boat, but .was led, 
for some cause which then appeared slight, to change 
his mind. He went back to his hotel, and his life 
was saved. The third was on that fatal thanksgiv- 
ing eve when the Atlantic was lost. He was on his 
way to Washington, and had taken passage in her 
at Norwich. When the boat touched at New Lon- 
don, he deemed it unwise to proceed in such a gale. 
'But,' it was replied, 'the boat is new and stanch, 
and never has stopped for wind or weather ; it is the 
storm line,' He went on shore, and in one half 
hour an event occuiTed which left that strong boat 
to the mercy of the wind and waves, and sent 
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313 uid's will. 

m 1 h land. He did not ascribe 

1 ] 1 ccident, luck, fortune, chance, 

h h dp lence of God, wbo suffers not 

1 2 f 11 lie ground without his notice." 

I n It b pp 1 e, in this connection, to give 
in m important plea of Mr, Web- 

st I 1 1 1 as expressed more fully his sen 

tim up a Ch ty. 

M '^ ph d in his devise for the endow- 
in a f G d liege, Pliiiadelphia, imposed, 
am 1 I f 1! wing restriction: — 

" I enjoin and re<:[uire, that no ecclesiastic, mis- 
sionary, or miaisCer of any sect whatever, shall ever 
hold or exercise any station or duty whatever in the 
said college ; nor shall any such person ever be ad- 
mitted for any purpose, or as a visitor, within the 
premises appropriated to the purposes of the siud 

The heirs at law were desirous of brealting the 
will of Mr. Girard, and for this piii-pose suit was in- 
stituted in the District Court of the Eastern District 
of Pennsylvania, where the decision was against 
them. The case was then carried to tlie Supreme 
Court of, the United Utates, where Mr. Webster de- 
livered this speech, Februaiy 20, 1844. After giving 
his testimony in favor of the exalted character and 
deei>-toned piety of the American clergy, and speak- 
ing of the wron§' done by excluding them friiin 
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MH. WEBSTERS PLEA. MJ 

pRTileges granted evca to the basest of men, he 
proceeds to say, — 

" In the nest place, tbis scheme of education is 
derogatory to Christianity, because it proceeds upon 
the presiimptiou that tlie Christian religion is not the 
only true foundation or any necessary foundation 
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314 THE DECALOGUE, 

vitality, of useful icstruction. From all this Mr. 
Girard dissents. His plan denies the necessity and 
the propriety of rell^ous instioiction as a part of the 
education of youth. He dissents, not only from all 
the sentiments of Christian mankind, from all 
common conviction, and from the results of all es- 
perience, but he dissents also from still higher au- 
thority — the word of God itself. My leai-ned 
fiiend has referred, with propriety, to one of the 
CO ma d f tl e d alogu but tliere is another, a 
fi t comn andn 11a s a precept of rDligion ; 

and s n ubo 1 na o his, that the moral pre- 

cep of 1 e !e I a e e proclaimed. This first 
g eat CO m d e 1 man that there is one, 

and onl e g ea F Ca ise ; one, aud only one, 

I Ope obj of 1 uman o hip. This is the great, 
lee f I be o e flo iig fountain of all re- 
veal d b \F I 1 If 1 f 



With 
of 1 



fi ly f 
A d 1 d 

h U b I y 1 
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thiii ^halt tpacli them diliijeatly unto llij cliildieij, 
ind &}ntt t^lk ot them when thoH aittest m tlij linuae 
in<l when thou niUiest bj the waj «hei thou 
Iiesit donn, and when thou ji-e'-t up 

' There is an authoiity itill moie impODiog ind 
niful When little cluldien wt-ie biought into the 
presence of the Son of God his disciples pioposed 
to send them iwaj , but he "aid, Sufiei little 
childrtn to come unto me ' Unt ) mt ' He did not 
send them fiii-t foi lesaons in moials to the schools 
of the Pliausees, or to ihe imbeheviog Sadducees, 
noi to lead the precepts and lessons pAy/acienerf on 
the garments of the Jemsh piicthood , he said 
nothing of difterent cieeds or claalung doctrines , 
but he opened "it once to the youthflil mind the •e\ ei 
1 isting fountain of living wateis, the only souice ol 
eternal tiuths ' Suffer little children to come tmto 
me ' And tint injunction is of perpetual obligation 
It addresses itselt to-day with the same earnestness 
and the same mthontj which attended its hrst 
utteiance to the Chnstun world It is if loice 
eseiy where, and at all times It extend? to the 
ends of the eirth, it will leath to the end of time, 
aiwajs and everywhere sounding in the eais of 
men, with in empliasis nhicli no lepetition can 
weaken, ind with an authority irhich nothing 
can suppisede 'Siiffei little children to come 
unto me.' 
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"And not only my heart and ray judgment, my 
belief and my conscience, instruct me that this gi'eai 
precept should he obeyed but the idei ia so sacred 
1 1 m 1 I lit dp 

ly wih 1 y f 

ihlpll I J i ii h hddf^- 

d 1 1 d d p kl f f b 

fl d by my f 1 1 1 V P 1 

f my 1 ! 1 ! *" 1 y y 1 

1 ! g f 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 y d I 11 



1 1 ! 

It had beea Mr. Webstet a desire to piepare a 
work on the evidences of Ciiristiamty ; but the press- 
ure of public duties prevented. During his last ill- 
ness at Marshfield, when this subject was made a 
topic of conversation, and knowing his inability to 
accomplish it, he resolved to leave, as a substitute, an 
epitaph to be engraven upon his monument, contain- 
ing an unequivocal expression of his confidence in 
the religion of Christ. This was done on Sabbath 
evening, October 10, 1852. He requested a friend 
who was then with him to read the ninth chapter of 
the Gospel by Mark, in which occurs that interesting 
narrative of a parent bringing his afflicted son to Jesus 
to be healed, to whom the Savior said, " If thou 
canst believe, all things are possible to him that 
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believetli And stiaightsvay the fttbei of tliD child 
cried out, ind aaid with te-u^, Luid, I believe ; help 
thou mine unbuhet " He then desued to henr 
anolhei posisago, commencing John x 42 — "And 
mauy beheied on him there" Botii ol tliPse poi- 
lions> of Scripture contain instances ot faith iii 
Chiist After the reading of them was hmslied, he 
dictated t i 
weie lelt as 
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This be requested should be dated, and siibscvibed 
with his name. After this he added, " Tliis is tlie 
inscription to be placed on my monument." 

In further conversation he remarked, "If I gel 
well, and write a hook on Christianity, about which 
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318 IMPORTANT 

we Iiave talked, we can attend more fully to tbis 
matter. But if I should be taken away suddenly, I 
do not wish to leave any duty of this kind unper- 
formed. I want to leave somewhere a declaration 
of my belief in Cbristiauity. I do not wish to go 
into any doctrinal distinctions in regard to the person 
of Jesus, but I wish to express my belief in his 

We regard the above clear and beautiful inscrip- 
tion as one of the most valuable documents Mr. 
Webster ever executed. We know nothing amongst 
all his able pleas, his earnest speeches, and his 
dignified state papers, that excels it in importance. 
It is the declaration of an eminently profound mind 
— a mind which thought for itself, instead of being 
carried away by the impassioned appeals or confi.- 
dent assertions of others — a mind capable of de- 
tecting sophism under every guise, of exposing the 
(HHacies of false reasoning, and feeling the power 
of all arguments for the truth; it is the declaration 
of such a mind " that the gospel of Jesus Christ 
must he a divine reality." By his confession of 
feilh in the divine mission of Jesus, Mr. Webster 
gives the weight of his influence to Christianity ; and 
in so doing he administers a powerful rebuke to that 
flippant, popular infidelity which treats with iiTev- 
erent familiarity the most sacred truths, which ia 
filling the land with superficial sceptical theories and 
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arguments Jhat have Iwen repeatedly overtlirown, 
and by means of wliieh the young and t!ie thought- 
less are in danger of being led into the belief that 
the Bible is nothing more than a mass of cunningly- 
devised Oriental fables. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Mr. Wsbsler-s Heallh feik. — He telirea to Morshfield. — His 
airengib decreases. ~ Signs his Will. — Remms Tlianks. — En- 
courages Dr. Jeffries. — His Predictiou. — Il is fulfilled. — Ar- 
ranges for Ihe Exprees. — Gives Inslructions respcolinj his Af. 
fairs. — His last Interview wiLh hts Family. — Peter Harvey. — 
S41hof October. — Gray's Elegy. — Calls in iiia Servaiits.- 
The Valley. — His Death. — Poelry. 

Having narrated some of the principal incidents 
in tlie life of Mr. Webster, and indulged ia a few 
reflections which they naturally suggested, we come 
now to the closing acenes of his eartlily career. 

During the summer of 1853, liis health failed, and 
he retired to his mansion at Marshfleld, to obtain 
some respite from the heavy pressure of his respon- 
sible public duties. 

Here every thing was done wliich affectionate so- 
licitude and medical experience could suggest to ar- 
rest his disease, but without avail. It was psuDfully 
evident that his constitution was gradually yielding' 
to its power. Of this no one was more fully con- 
vinced than Mr. Webster himself. 

Finding his strength was constantly diminishing, 
and being impressed with the belief that his life was 
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hastening towards its termination, ho made a finnl 
disposition of all temporal affaii's. 

Ou the evening of the 19th of Octoher, rie occu- 
pied for the last time his usual seat at his own (ire- 
side. After his will was prepared, which he bad 
drawn up himself with great care and minuteness, 
he had it laid aside, with the intention of delaying a 
little before affixing to it his signature ; but being 
convinced that he could survive but a short time, he 
hEid that important document brought to him, and 
in the presence of his friends he signed It in a larger 
•vad bolder manner than usual. He then folded his 
hands together, and in aji impressive manner said, 
" I thank God for strength to perfonn a sensible 
net." After which he engaged in a most devout man- 
ner in audible prayer for sereral minutes, closing 
the exercise with the Lord's prayer, and the inscrip- 
tion, " And now unto God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost be praise forevermore. Peace on earth, 
and good will to men. That is the happiness," he 
continued with great emphasis, clasping his hands 
together as before — " that is the happiness — the 
essence — good will towards men." 
; He now requested all but Dr. Jeffries and the 
nurse to leave the room, that he might, if possible, 
get a little repose. But before going to sleep, he 
said, " Doctor, you look sober ; you think I shall 
21 
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a22 HIS PREDICTION. 

not be licre in th& morning, but I sliali. I shall 
greet tlie morning light." 

His prediction was fulfilled. He did behold the 
morning light. During the forenoon he said to 
the phyacian, who, he thought, appeared sad, 
" Cheer up, doctor ; I shall not die to-day. You 

II g i d J Ad IddBI 
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Warren, " Let him be sent for." 

When Dr. Jeffries returned from another room, 
where lie had gone, ofler the above conversation, to 
prepare a note to send to Boston, he found that 
during his absence Mr. Webster had made all the 
necessary arrangements to send it, even designating 
the person, the horse, and the vehicle that should go, 
the route to be pursued, where a freeh lorse should be 
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taken, and m what nnunej- the euuid should he c 
Clouted 111 the city He also suggested the piopiiUy 
of mentioning i^oiiie olhei pliyaiciaa, in coae Di 
Warien could not be obtained When told that tins 
contingency waa proiided foi, he added, "Right, 
iighl " 

\fter obtaining ilittle lest, he conveised nitli his 
nife ind son, an] nith a few othtra who Vie\6 
"neaiest and deaiest to him lu life, m the most if- 
fLCtionate and tendei manner, DOt conceiling fioin 
them Ills new of the appioaeh of death, but consol- 
ing thein with religions thoughts and assuiances, as 
if support were more needful for their heaits than 
for hts own On diiFeient occasions, in the couise 
of tbe day, he prayed audibly Ofienei he ieemed 
to be in "Silent piajer and meditation But, at all 
times, he was quicUlj attentive to whatevci was 
doing or needed to be ilnne He gave detultd 
orders for the adjustment of nhate>ei in his atiuii'5 
required it, and supeimtended and arranged every 
thing for his own departure troni life, as if it had 
been that of another peison, foi whom it was his 
duty to take the minutest care " 

When intoimed that his last houi waa approach- 
ing, h'' received the announcement with composure, 
and expiessed a wish to see the female menibeia of 
his faniil} In compliance ivith hia rt quest, Mrs 
Webster, Mrs Fletcher Webstei, Mis J W Paige, 
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and Miss Downs, of New York entered the loom 
He called each of them by name and addiessed to 
them individuallj- a brief farewell acLorapanied with 
a few words of religious coiiaolatun It wis i 
deeply-affecting scene. Wiiil&t the c beloved m<m 
bers of his family were around hi couth bithe 1 in 
teai-s, lie over whose departure they weie weepm» 
was calm, and by the uttemnce of religious truth 
was endeavoring to impart relief — the djing adnun 
istering comfort to the living. 

He nest had the male membeiB of his family ind 
the personal frieuds who were there called in viz 
"Fletcher Webster, (his only aumving =on ) Sam 
uel A. Appleton, (his son-in law ) T W Piige 
George T Curtis, Edward Cuitis, ol New Yoik, 
Petei Haney and Charles Heniy Thomas, of 
Mar-iifield ind Me.srs George J Abbott, and W. 
C. Zantzingei, bith of the stite department at 
Washington Addressing each bj name, he referred 
to hi3 past lelitiona with them i expect ively, and, one 
by OBP bade them an affectionite farewell. This 
was abcut half pa'.t sis 

" He now had Mi Peter Haivey cilled in again, 
and said to him, ' HaiTcy, I am not so sick but that 
I know you — I am well enough to know you. I 
am well enough to love you, and well enough to call 
down the richest of Heaveu's blessings vipon you 
and yours. Harvey, don't leave rae till I am dead 
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— do t lea e Maslfiell 111 I aii i de 1 man.' 
Tl e a? f peal n„ to 1 nsclt I o m 1 On the 
24tl ot O tobe all tl at s mortal of Dai el Web- 
ste V 11 be no o e 

He ow prayed u Ins mtu Til us lal voice — 
stro g full an 1 clet end g witl Hea enly Fa- 
ther forg vB s D and rece ve me to thyself, 
througl Chr st Jes s 

"Between ten and eleven oclock, ho repeated 
somewhat indistinctly the words, ' Poet, poetry. Gray, 
Gray.' Mr. Fletcher Webster repeated the firet 
lioe of the elegy, — 

' The eurfew foils llie kiiell of parting daj,' 

' That's it, tliat's it,' said Mr. Webster ; and the book 
was brought, and some stanzas read to him, which 
seemed to give liim pleasure." 

At another time he was heard to say, " This day 
I shall he in life, in glory, in blessedness." 

He did not deem it beneath him to remember bis 
servants, most of whom had been for many years in 
his service, " and had become to him as affectionate 
and faithful friends." These also were called into 
his chamber, to each of whom he addressed a few 
kind words, and left with them his dying blessing. 

From the time that he had announced to his phy- 
sician that " he should die that night," he seemed to 
be solicitous to recognize his advance towards the 
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dark valley, and eapectollj ti ki \i i lei le wii 
actually entering it. 

" Oace, being faint, lie a^ke 1 if he mcic not then 
dying 1 and on being insnered liiat lie wis not, 
but that he was near to dratb he replied imply, 
' Well ; ' aa if the fraak and exact leply were what 
lie had desired to receite \ little later, w ben bis 
kind physician repeated to him tliat sinking text of 
Scripture, 'Tea, though I n ilk through the valley 
of the sliodow of death I will lear no evil foi thou 
art with me ; thy rod and thy tifi tl ei comfoit me ' 
lie seemed less satisfied ind sail le^ hut the 
fact, the/arf I want; ' desiimg to Jvnow if he iiere 
to regard these words as an intiuntion that he w as 
db-eady within that dark \alley On anothu occa 
sion, he inquired whethei it were li!(i.ly that he 
should again eject blood from his stomich befoie 
death, and, being, told that it was impiobable he 
asked, 'Then wkat shall >ou do'' Boing answered 
tliat he would be supported by stimulants and ren 
dered as easy as possible by the opiates that had 
suited him so well, he inquired =it once if the etim 
ulant should not be given immfdiately anxious agmn 
to know if the hand of death weio not cdready upon 
bim. And on being told thil it would not be thm 
given, he replied, ' When jou give it to me I shall 
know that I may drop oft at c nee 

"Being satisfied on this point and that he should, 
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HIS TRANi^UII. DEATH. 

tliercfore, iiave a fiaal warning, he saic 

afterwards, 'I will, then, put myself in a position to 

obtain a little repose.' In tliis he was successful. 

He had intervals of as u a 

from them, he ehowe w 

ions to preserve his »s 5 h 

the moment aud act d p 

prehend it. Awaki g m f 

late in the uight, he k d d h 

and on being assured h d m 

ily was collected arc d b il 

fectly nntni'al tone, a g w b 

told him, because h p d 

true, ' 1 stiil live.' Th w is 

intelli^ble words. A 

three o'clock, withoi g gr 

of life ceased to be b g gi 

way at last bo slowly d g J d — 

what every thing d g d d 

shown — ihiit his int d n al 

maintaiaed aa extra nia& y d b 

tog resources of bis p 

" ' aim I Line: — The flesb was failmg ; 

AIJ in vain the healer's skill ; 

Liglil in tlial deep oyewas pallug, 
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"I STILL LIVE." 

WliGtB he sleeps, that niiin of glory, 

a larsli field's mournful shades can stj; 
And his weeping oountty'a slory 

Darkened on that funeral day ; 
But the lava Ihat deepest listened 

Caught sufh balm as heaven can gl\ 
For an angel's pillion gliatEneil 

At the echo, ■ SliU I Liae.' " 
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CHAPTER XVIIl. 

Pnneral of Mr. Webster at Marsbfield. — Appear atice of liis Bo- 
mains,— He is bome to ihe Grave by bk Neighbors. — Boslon 
In Mourning. — Impressive Arraiigeinculs. — Bosiuess Suspend- 
ed. — Appropriate Mottoes. — Funeral Obsequies in Eoaton on 
tlie 30th of November. — Address of Hr. Hillard. — Clt>sin;{ 
Quotation. 

The fuueral of Mr. Webster took place, at Marsli- 
field, on Friday, October 29, 185Q. Large ntiin- 
bers of persons, of all sects and parties, from various 
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ySO T£!E FUNERAL. 

than the dignity of life in its most imposing mo- 
meats. Suffering liad changed without impairing 
those noble features. The grandeur of the brow was 
Uiitouehed, and the attitude full of strength and 
peace. For more I au three hours a constant stream 
of men and women, of all ages, passed on btith 
Bides, paiiBing foi i monjent to look upon that loied 
and honored form Patents held then cluldien by 
the hand bade them contemplate the face of their 
be lefactor, ind c irged them nevei to io=e the 
menioi) of that spectacle and that hour Many 
dissolved jnto tears as they ti rned apide, riid one 
— a lain of plain gaib and appeaiance — H"s 1 eord 
to mle in a suujied voice, the stnkinjt luniik, 
'Daaiel Webstoi, the world will cecin 1 iconic 
Without you ' " 

■^be funeral seiiices i^ re p'-ifoinied by Rev 
Ebeiiezei Aldon, pastoi of f!ie Orthodox Congiegi- 
t onal Chuicli of the town, after which the tmbalmed 
icmai is weie borne ti the tomb by six of Mi Web- 
stei's Miishfield nei^hb^rs, and deposited in the 
place of Ins own selection, wheie thp loice? of 
the wind, hleudmg with the ..itbdued notes of the 
rolling smf, fiiim h nnceasingh a mournful le- 



cjinem 

Tiie day ot Mi Webstei s funenl st Mnishfield 
w 18 a day oi sojion throughout the land In Bos- 
ton, especially, it was obsLried with e^ery indicatioa 
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BOSTON IN MOUKNING. 



331 



of soiion Vl no time since the deit i of Geiieial 
^^ ■ifliiugtoii Ins tbe city piesented so uiiiitisilly 
the habiliments of iioe Busiiie s was suspended, 
schools iveie discontinued, banks courts, mirkets, 
ofiices and piibhc inatitutions of all kinds were 
djsed A iai^e propoitioii of the city ms lurayed 
111 tho diapery of moiumng Hotels stoies, public 
buildings, and jjinate edifices were clothed iii mate 
nals whose colois of bKck nnd white mmgJing to 
gether imparted to tliem i sombie and funereal is- 
pc(,t riia^ "^ '^" '^in^'i tied with cnpe ippiopn 
atcly oimmented, and containing insciiptions weie 
Lung over doorKays on the lionta of tlie houses 
oi festooned across the streets The impiessiTeaess 
ot these arnngements was incieased hy the luctthat 
in the cit\ theie were no public eseicises on that 
daj , n 1 procession no iddiess, no religious seivii-e 
As all business ms suspended the people weie at 
leisure, and consequently laj^e numbers spent the 
diy la slowly perambulating the streets, giving upon 
ll drapery, reading tbe vaiious mottoes and maeiip' 
lions and indulging in their own rmurnfn! i''flec 



! I lid 



many b a f lly 
8 e h f 1! w 
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INSCRIPTIONS. 
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DLOGY. 333 

Similar scenes were presented, wJieii, on the 30th 
of November, die city of Boston gave aiiotlier pub- 
lic expression of the high respect entertained for the 
niemoiy of Mr. Webster. A long and imposing 
civic and military procession, with craped arms, 
shrouded flags, and iiiuiaied drums, passed through 
the streets to Faneuil Hall, where a chaste, eloquent, 
and highly appropriate eulogy was pronounced by 
Hon. George S. Hillard, the close of which will 
furnish an appropriate termination to this volume. 

" There, among the scenes that he loved in life, he 
sleeps well. He has left his name and memory to 
dwell forever upon those hills ajid valleys, to breathe 
a more spiritual tone into the winds that blow over 
his grave, to touch with finer light tiie line of the 
breaking wave, to throw a more solemn beauty upon 
the hues of autumn and the shadows of twilight. 

"But though his mortal form is there, his spirit is 
here. His words are written in living light along 
these walis. May that spirit rest upon us, and 
our children. May those words live in our heaits, 
and the hearts of those who come after us ! May 
we honor hia memory, and show our gratitude for 
his life, by taking heed to his counsels, and walking 
111 the way on which the light of hia wisdom 
shines ! " 
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We here give a picture of the Family Tomb at 
Marslifield, in wliich now repose the mortal r 
of the " great American Statesman," 



DANIEL WEESTEK 



^01 T piiticuJai desciiption of the Tomb if lo 
c^tl(.n ll L vuioii'- liisciiptions, etc \e it'i.i the 
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I il P O F. T A N T 

LITKKAllY AND SCIENTIFIC AVOUKS 



GOULD AND LINCOLN, 



ANNCAL OF SCIENTIFIC DISCO VEKT ; or, Year Book 

nna IinpFDveuienM iu Mcichsnira, Vsttal Aita, Nauiml Plillosopljy, Clieui- 
lilry. Astronomy, Meteorolojy, Zottlogy, Dotany, mineralogy, GocJogy, 
Gsograpbf , Antiquldea, otc. ; togelhei n-ith a. llEC of recent Bcicnlific Piib- 

on Indei of luiponaDl PapEis in ScioRtiflc Jouni^s, Bsports, &c. Eililed 

by Oatid a. WsLi.a, A. M. ISiao, dolh, I,t% 

Thia woiV, commoTUMd in Oie your IBM, and lasned on flxo &»t of March smnially, 
aontoiua nil irapmtant ftch dtacorercdor annoimccd. flnrinff Ihfl ycnr. Enchi'oluma 
iB dlB^ct in ibciir, andcontdiiiBcT'£^jv^RewinaHer,vlthafiiDpDrtniit ufBomcclls- 



THE EOOTPRISTS OF THE CREATOR ; or, TUo Aste- 
rolejiisnfeiroinnoes, With nuniemiia IliuettalionB. UylluaH SIillek, 
Bulhor of "Tha Old Red Sardslone," &c From Iho lliird Loiiilcn 
Bdidon. Wilh a Memoir of tlio AuUiot, by Loni3 AaAsslz. laino. 



populET, aoil do cqonl htfJco to tlwidOGy and ffKiiDSV- 
Ht. AlkQo'a Btyle !a i^rmuhnbly pleamtg; Lis modo of T>opnlailRlng goDla^ol 

THE OLD RED SANDSTONE ; or, New Walks in an Old 
Fiold. Ji; Hoam Uillsb. Illustmled wtlli Pistes anU Geological Soc- 
(ioiis. la™, cloth, 1,M. 

to roaAoc nuy fluhjOL-t iio^ular. It iB writtan In a Torasjknbly fjjco^ng style, nod eou- 

Jt IB, nithal, one of Ilie JnOBt IWQuEful spcclmcuB of En^sh comiroaWon to ba 
fbnncl, coDYCfiiig Lntttrmaljon on a most dllttciilt and picTuund science, in d style 
at once novel, ElQOEdn^, and elcguIt—'U6m^^jfCC'o^0i'. ' A. 
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THE PLUllALITI OF WORLDS. 



coiitsBEIns Ha ^enerony jidi}pl£d bell&f of Uie existence tf ot 
nWs basWa onr owl entth. A EOOtlBman upon n-liose Jiiilgnie 

'"ThePlnrnlHjofWorWa" jlajB (»« uWaMc^wltlitheeraDaip 



Df argumeotOtlDa me Elugolarly fii 



The new eeieiitlflc book, PlnraUlr of Worlds, recently pv 
BDglEod. Ihe Locaoa lAtenay Osxette, Ks April, onila 



IntoroBtlng woi-k, wMe to tlic ordtaary Uiinker It ii'lll lie found poaaeeaed of 
much valuable iDbrmatlDu. Tlie^orkJsevlcLeatlyUieprodnctJDnDfaBcholat, 

The -mall la learned, eloijiienl, siEsestlye of profiiunrt leflcctleti. — .OoiJ, -Jfins. 

GEOLOGICAL MAP OP THE UNITED STATES AND BRIT- 
ISH PHOVINOBS OP NORTH AMERICA. AVitli an Explan- 
atory Tost, Qeological Soofcioae, and. Plates of the Fossils 
whioli uliarttctBriao tlie Poimotions. By Jdi,E3 Makcoit. Two 
volnmea. Octavo, olotk. S3.00. 



L a geological SKdnt of 
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CHAMBEES'S WORKS. 



Eiliteil by BobiiEt Chamdees, embossed clolfi, 5,Da 



critlD who hu UiQlnlDDt ELD<1 htftD to se^uiLts vhat is ^cdly bcrmlifiLl Anil 

eb: Btndj- fnim vimt ia flnpafluou^ 

1 tllD ftjwgtdng qplnlon of ilr. I'TTIBCOlt.— EamABD Ef EEETT. 



CHAMBEES'S MISCELLASY OE USEFUL AND EN- 

TEHTAiNIKG KNOWLEDGE. EdJted by William CnAMBERa. 
Wllh Eiegant lIlLiBiratiye Engtavings. Ten volumes, lOnio, clotb, 7,00, 
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CHAMBERS'S WORKS. 



CHAMBERS'S HOME BOOK AHD POCKET MISCEL- 
LAN7. ConlBining a ChoicB gelecIiDn of InterEsUug and laslnictive 
Hendiog Ibr Ihe Old aud the Young. Six vols. 16mo, cloth, 3,00. 
^TliiB wort ia coilBi4lQL«d roily eqnol. If not aupeilor, to eldier qF the ClifLlnberA^ft 

oGita -worta to luFeifst^ ond, like Uiem, nmhuDQ a vaai fuitd. of -valunble InJfmnntion. 

ftdlovuie sonewhDt tbe itlim or Hie "Miscenonr^' It is atlmimbly [ulppTHl Jo th« 

Mhool or tit family libinry, fumishina ample TOiielj flir avar data ot readaa, IjoHi 



DO Booit."— ChicoBO Titles. 

ore confefldedly IhQ hctit cat^en fOr ] 

Tjjyf, lOfttmctlTE, and popular work. - 



puge ia spoken end rend, iJw that mlHWlbij nnfl insfiiicHYC pnblioiacms. Tliej 



CHAMEEES'S EEP08IT0ET 01' IHSTEUCTITB AKD 

AMUSIMG PAPEBa With ILluBlrnllonB. An entirely Kew Belies, 



ooBiaid cvpks in England, fmd has f 
Bltrndtaneously vitb the I^flSeli ed 
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¥OEKS BY DK,. TWEEDIE. 

GLAD TIDINGS ; or. The Gospel of P«iee. A serisa of Daily 
aieditations for Chriatian Diaoipies. By Ker. \,'. K. Tweebie, 
I». D. With an elegant IlJuatrated Title-pogo. l(3mo, cloth. 



piige ^owB with ChilaCUin osamplB ana s^otineas. TJje penisol of oao chopter 
repi^sentirietlie alieplierdE' wutcli of tli^Ir Bocka "by night, la BublUuely licaiifl^ 

A LAMP TO THE PAIH ; or, (ho BiWe in the H«irt, tlie 
Home, and the Mai'ket.plai3e. With an elegant lUuatratect 
' Titie-page. 16mo, olotli, C3 ocnts. 

The power, tiie bemjtr, onil the necesalty of reHgiQn ^n tbe tearl, the home, 
the ^voTkahop, the mnrtet-placo, the prot^aalDUa, oiid In Bodni iiiterconrBe, are 



SEED-TIME AND HARVEST ; or. Sow Well nnd Eeap Well. 
A Book for the Toung. With an clegnnt EIuBtrated TitJa-page. 
16mo,oloth. CScentB. 



iBlmSneil In 



■, Esamplea of Femsle 
IBmo, oloth. la press. 



leaullfully El 



.■byCoot^le 



WOIiKS JUST PUBLISHED. 



THE PITIEAUTY OF ■WOELDS, A New EwTiuy. "rt'it 
a SlTPPLUMESTAitv DiiLOGUB, in wMcb Ihe autlior's icvioiveiii ai 
iBvieitetl, 12mo. olof iL Sl-00. 



INFLUENCE OF THE HISTOItT OF SCIENCE TTPOX 
THTELIECTITAI, EDUCATION. Bj WlLLlflit Wiiciveli., T1. D., 
of Ti-hiity College. CnmBrMge, Eog., and the allogtd aufliov of 
'■Ilurall^ of ■Worlds.'' lOmo, cloth. 2Scta. 



THE LANDINa AT CAPE ANNE; on, The CnAiiTEn oi- 

THB FlBST PERSIiBEKT COLOST OH THE TeEKITOKI- OP TUB 

Masbacbubbits CojUPAHT. Kow disoovored and fij-st published 

and n History or tbb Coloby, 1624^-1628. Eoger Conant, GoYSt- 
nor. Bj- Jons 'W'lsaiTB TnoiusTos. Bvo,cloth. SIM- 
Tliia Is a curious anfl eiaMGainsly volmllle HaBriool clocnmant. 

THE ABOVELL STOSIES. 
A Eorloa of TOlnmiB liliHtratlfo of yontliful chBracter, and combtniiiB 
luslTBction with Anuiaement. By Walteb 
'• Tlie Boy-8 Own Guide," " TUe Eoj'a Book of Horalf 
&c. Wiai nameroua IDneti^ationa. 



CLUrrON; OR, Boi- 
ELLA I 01, TuH^r;; 
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VALUABLE WORKS TOU TILE YOUXG. 

BY E3V. HAEVSY NEWCOHB. 

HOW TO BE A .'iIAN ; a Book for Boys, confnining "Usefiil 
Wmis OH Uio Formatiaii at C!nirEicier. Clotb, eilt, 50 cla. 
^"ily iEcsl?n fu m^HnB bus tccn tocmtribnle BDmctMnff lowania fflTming llie ciuu- 



HO V 1 LE A LADY ; n Boot for Girls, cortainins UbcM 



iiBiilomoflJioitn,.!. 


Id lunliiB iKcn monr ycOM cmplojod In nriliils 


he hopes looB-ommx 




nlhcD|«ofriBhlim, 


■JEtOxa. BlED]|iccllB,biiien>lLhniilnfoimJiii 


laiDntliDbeKmodel 


.; tlml IhBJ mm- twomo mU-Di^l, iultlUsmt. ib- 


^laiiaihmlhcyirilJ 


1 Do raal lodia, in tho hlelioBl jraac." - I'.^w. 



iccUcut Wb ore pleased to eaDnncna thcui.- iV'. r. IM. 
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CLINTON. 

A BOOK POE B0Y3. By WtttuM Sisiorros, author of " Boy'a 
Own Snida," " Friendly Words," eto. With nuinBroiis fina 11- 
Insbriitious. IGtuo, oloth. G3 senta. 



iDioglVna ijflpMtaiit mora! lessons u-itliomuidoep cnrlona nodnatfu 
£acli volume will bo compleU or it3cJf, "but & coimectliLit!ij:caLl n't 



Ddlca, aoi^ larploDta rlglit iA?acliflo& Ami Dolilo vlowB. Itlz a Eol^ boot, on 
I'tnlniiigbDak, rmdauaofmboalc.— iJi^^HrTfn^ JV. F. 
All attracUvo uul ent^rUiliilns liaok br bora. A more beantlM and fip] 
latogllt-liookofUieklnd, ftolaUS, rranot enMlj-lioftmna."— i™. Ti^vd, 
Witbflnt pBT ^uollllc^tloTU, ft tmly ftdmlmlilo Tolmae fbr tuys^ Tho vnlm 
qfbflilDESs, LJiD danger of Iiftd cflmpaiiy ood bod eaunplea, ai-e moilo cloa 
a noon-ilay, b7 n rem Mend of the yonug. — CluutHman'i Murosine. 
Ovie of tbo heat hool:s thnt hns beon lESncd Uila Bumy a day— Teagi. Jiiar 






7 Who hiid Just got Ihroneli iviih 
aoUng a? anaiLdllarr not ojiXf to 
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NiTIOSiL SEMES OF AlIEEICiS I-IISIOEIES. 

BY EaV. JOSEPH BAHVAEa 



PIYHOtfTE ABD THB PIIGSIHS 



Sin. D.ISVABD Mb TTOCeM i 


1 Ifooa work In eonecUng, 
Miner flie Icafllns inclclei, 
iTllsrlmBMflcllaHj 
amdoU.-IimdWfJJsiinifl 


::^;; 


si"e 


3 














Si' 


HniTlOUtUaUHiiflC!: 


mu^.'^VTcTufBam 


.onilr 
DmiB. 


. SDjuilly^^ 


"^lII 


ilnrlj to ciHEitmn Mi Jnilmel Un youtMnl mil 


T- 


^,. 


"E 


E.cr7S. 


™ Enslnnitor sboolfl mm tM. iKjok. -SWHrtylc j™ 






pLlin.bu 


IIKmflrnn; c:n^cuti»1 una cxtromolr inltvslHa: 
rtl.rtl« older oi«>.-CS.ilt™iUi,. 


STOiu 


™, 


.;:;; 


llighl/. 




-"^^T^,,!"^"""'™' 


""" 




^'"^^" 



olhoi'hLi^ sIioIIeJ Hjq grain ftom Hio tUy turta, 


.^^o"^^ 


tE 


no ^™rk on Amcrlcim historr of fll 
■ inftmuBDn. — QdvmI Esa. 


iinai.Di:iicjie 


l"[f'X 


Lis of n Qmum 


S^."?S'i,S.' 


icid »ri» for 


i=ii 


ma ilimfcr nlueh Jlr. Banvnnl hn j 

THiterran.HiliacliilljirtUiTonth. JS 
H« iKl fim. from muMy i^cdtO., ■ 



ouiwd aa3 J^nanosf- 
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NOVELTIES OF THE NEW WOPtLO ; 

AN ACCOUNT OF THE ADVENTURES ABD DIS- 
eovoiios of the Ki'st Explorora of Korth Amerien. By 
Bey. Joseph BjisvAKJi,iiuiliorof "Plymonili nnd iJio Pilgrims," eic. 
Being llio aocoiid volume of BANYARn's Sekies of Amebjuah llig. 
TOE1E3. WilUnumeniudlllustratiana. IGiuo, clotb, GO cB. 

/IiicliDasiindcnIicenicnti tomoiDcxtc]ulGitl\lit(nlcaLrcaLUug. TlLC j^ii of the ou- 
tlioj- is lo BCkft on the piouujont oncl TntereaHng polnta In aa hlrtoiT DTonuMtuntTy, 
BndpreKntUlOQiinuCQTiBnnDnacmtL-iprlehtljiiiimiJiTC.— A». Ti-oeelfsr. 

Vie have Eccn tlic bo^ bend over lhc9S pDfi09. un^iUing to Icdvo ibt^n, t^thoi' for 
pltiy or a\cQE i ilntl fflum finlBhod, inqiuiliig (inxloiuly TTlMJH the ncsl would come. 



toffclhernndbivLated-ivlthachjirmlhAUsl^f^fJb by 
The flul^sct la lumdlcd In a nvatmiy manner. — 01 Era 
ThlBlHiiliTeljaniLentartjlUiiajliiatovjof aomooftli osT 



Tlie Bljlo U very ogrfl&llile, end hlo aelecElon dT tliemoBt nnnorknblc hieldenla-TOry 
Imppy snd jiuUioous, (md well cnlcnlaled to Improve the mind.— f^. Amerfiwii. 
Hoch tlitt ]9 fi«li fill tJie TEiulcr, impfutol niOl tfLCt Jind s^t. — J&jjieJciEinurT. 



^papuTerU^DfQio&ulbor, fltLAtbeodmrmbla 
J- cjrenlaled, mo a eufllciont pledge Hint any 
19 Bb^i^s uiorit end wotUl — S'^-oiiHj-i^f. 
, Basvaud baa Tut npoa ft hapi>r Idea In Hila 



1. £verspaffei9 0}jeorbiTieiii<''r 
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ROIVSANGE OF AM£il!CAN IliSTORYj 

OE,AN ACCOUNT OM THE EABLY ' SETTLEMENT 
of Kofth Carolina nnd Tirginia, embrncing a NsnuliTe of 
Ills trasiD [ncidsnts conoecled trilh tlie Spanish SBtttemenl at Si. Augus- 
line, tlie French Cohniies at Bmnoke, and tho Eoilish Plantitiun at 
JainosUiwni ilia CaptiTilyof Captiun John SmWi.ond tho interesting 
Adyoiilures of the youthful PocahontBe. By Rev. Josepii 
EeiiiE tlia thirl volums of BAHTiED'a Bekie 
BIES. With mimerous niastiaUoDs. leniD.t 



i»[ cntortoiuing theme fix lh« liiart of his graciM 



MiE. BASVA'BD'a Rrica of booM npoiL tho auly liMory of Amu 



coimtry^ They Till bfl adopted to 
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VALUABLE WORKS FOE TI[E YOUKG. 






TIJS AMERICAN STATESMAN o II 

liHiriiclbn of AiiiBclBia Yniilh. By ISo Re o e 

llior ,.r " Plyniniilh mil) tlia Pilgrhns," " » 
"llomanjis of AiuBrican Hiilorj," etc W 11 



L .,1 



PLliASASI PAfiES lOa lOOSG PJiOPlE; 



B\- S.Pnooi Eewcombe. WitJi numei'ouB Illnstratioiia. 75c. 

jtieEoitee, eonelBMiif of Moral LcesdUt NatnnJ UiBEory, Histoi?, Tiuvi:la, rhysEcoi 
Gcoffraplij, 0\g-xt LoBfOH^ T^ittwiag nod ParspDeilvc ftluric. PoaU^. etc.. uiil ^iElidi 
Eo skilfiLlly tKotod u to malrB Irulli simple iLQd. atlractlTQ, rcndon it im DdiuinlilQ 






Jrnbly ciIfl!>tod to IJiQ InrftnctTon and DmnHcment of IhE young. — ^f1/. 

oOBt doUghtful voritfl Ejr yonn^ PMliIO "WB have crcr lucl wiih. Few 
; or old. eoiiM mimiiic its jti^i s?lthai[t gaining kuDWlorTgQ id'aiisuful 



fljsleM vill clop tbcir hnndB "WiUi jor. — &j 

li fnll of usffiil tanlraction lo [Kldrcn, It 
taoDoductthOiVccJmiflliQn.— JVl'ftmiJfiwo 
: itia^pcllEttod foe the romily lirirory. T 



cEjIc, nnd npona tia moat bcantiniUf , and irWh grcnl niiil>lie1t;, Iha ercfll 
i^lcni^u tlint Ilia BIbIa CDnbina Gocl'j meBsa^ lo mno. Tboee BWkiTiff nfl 
And It worll;/ of r«qiicut pcmsal.— Dn. BPRAOmi, IB -^/femiy SiMtoio' 
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IJtlij aii4 papist Stilts nt gtnttl'. 
THE AIMWELl STOEIES; 



El- 


WALTER 
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ludread 
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1 Cieir Jndgment Is wotUi auytlili^ IJit 


omofflK 


ivorybostof 


llaklnfl.- 





seilss, — CItrteHiEn Btsiiler. 
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THE CaUISE OF Tim KOIITII STiR : 

A WAKRATIVB OF IBE HSCOESrON MADE BY ' MR. 
VASDEllBILT'S PARTY, IN THE SITLiM YAOIIT, in hef 
Voyage to Buglanrl, Ruaain, DemBirk, Frnnoo, Spain, ItrJy, 
Malta, Tnrltey, Madeira, etc. By Rav, Joia Ovkhtos CnocLLS, 
D. D. Witt elegant IllustratiODS, and flno Likanoaaoa of Goni- 
modoro Vanilerbilt and Capt. Eldridyo. 12nio, oloth, giit books 
aoA sides. gl.flO. 
Ihe crolae of llie ITotUi Stnr iros nn evmt of aliooet national ooncurn, ana 

waa -watolied Willi niUTeisallnlorQBt mils volume l3 as ^ftBi'ent&om onllnavy 



5t wltli a TflTT IntercBtlnj irorJ: 



eWM ai-e aD foil ot toots of troYol ?- KB retitr, 


ivitbLelE 


aiEtrnt-thenpiW 


another stelt una plnca this one on B. - JKHJWSW /'ivic 
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TOUTiO- J SnaiWrer. 
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niTTatod In a llvelj 


anner, b; a Ecntleman -whoee toate and attain] 




ilnenflvqcalirj-blni 


r tlie taalc. ~ JBm roit Knwt. 






Kevev belbfe did a private Indlvldnal ranke no 


mosnlfloi 
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The took wlU tio eagerly sernaed, aa a record of 


oneoflbo 


.unlquooccnn-encea 


■lie osa i ia wiltcenwilh a, Hnd of dra.wing-rooi 


01, atlqnal 


]t&-lllio style, la luel- 


w In scntlmeat, oral la iHinlly destitute of Um 


t BtraiiHoe after tUs sublime. 


Id sU-andlns In tUo " h^d-fiilulln," teat clMiwl 




3flbalonsoftlietoiir- 


t gonoially. — OUourn AftTsKscr. 






IM3 tieautll\d voloma describe, In a chaste a 






ines of the vOdely-tnown exonrslon of Ibe jirlni 


»ly>re;r 
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WOIUCS JUST ISSUED. 



V They nrc portrnfcj oa Uu 



THE STOBY OF THE CA3IPA1GN. A Complete KniTa- 
tli-o of f IioWar in Sontlicra EnBfin, Written in a Tent in t!io Crimea. 
BjMnjorl!. Bedoe HauleI', audior of ■'IndyEee'a Widowlioml." 
■With a new Map, espi-ossly for tbe itorli. IStflo. Tbiot. Priuted 



iiiljiiloryiTngnisgofthe 


»,CironniqKoli-=,Thc 


■Uosi™i,1 


!'w»t° 


'nmB.byWst 


.towlpmli. 


Si 


«orihaW>rlr,Eimii« 


HmthM 



ty J03EFn Bahvjkd, A. 31. 



to Ihdr cxIenrivD lini of publLcaUonB^ cmbwcii 



tt. Hmri!), Ur. We jland, Dr. WiIILdjiiBi IDr. PlpJg7> Dt. 
lujulca. Tip. aprtijjife, Kewcomb, TJoiivni-d, ""Wnllef Aini-ii'f 
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RECENT PIJBLTCATIOKS. 



msTORYOP cmmoH music m America. Trenting of 

tthuso ! with Ci-itioiams, Ouuory Remorka, aud Molioes relnting 
to Onmpiisers, TeMhera, Sohools, Choirs, Sooietias, ConTentions, 
Boolrs, etc. By HiTHaNiKL D. Gould, Author of " Soeinl Hnr- 
niony," " Chutoh Hormooy," ele. 12nio, cloth. 75 caata. 



COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS OF WILLIAM COIYTER ; 
Tvibh a Life ana Critioal Hotioea of his Writings. With elegant 
Da>r Illustrations on sUel. l^mo, el.,$1.0D; fiae cl., gilt, $1.2S. 

POETICAL WORKS OF SIR WALTER SCOTT. Witt Life 
and elegant IltustratlonB on stcsl. 16mo, cloth, $1.00 ; fine 
cloth, gilt, $1.25. 

MILTON'S POETICAL WORKS. With Life and elegant Illus- 
trations. 16mo, oloth, $1.00 ; fine oloth, gilt, $1,25, Jn press 



United StEites Exploring £xpe(Iitian.—Toliune XH 
MOLLUSCA AND SHELLS. Bj Afgustps A. GmiD, M. D, 



NOAH AND HIS TIMES ; emhriioing Tarioms inquiries relative 
to Uie Ante-diluvian and earlior PoBt-diluvinn Periods, with Dis- 
fluasiona of several of the landing questions of tlie present lime. 
By Kev. J. MuNBoH OuiSTB&D. 12iao, cloth. $1.23. 

PARISIAN PASTOR'S GLANCE AT AMERICA. By T. H. 
Gbabo PiEBiiE, D.D., PiHtor oftlie Reformed Chureh,a,nd Iiireo- 
tor of the Missionary Institution in Paris. lOmo, olo'h. 50 ota. 
Tbe auQior of tbis volome Is one of Itie most eminent ministers now living 

of fhe Aefoiined Obnrch of Frjince. He la disllngnlshed aa a pr^aclier anil a 
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IMPOKTANT NEW WORKS. 



loman; the Booul probleni of tJiB pffc,imd oneortnohtiLtB tDvojiIili 



liolcloiuiLinehl(nBailioflr«ofllieMnll)nponaioRmlli :iia Cm 
ButePll, I'OBtor, Chnlmera, eU. Tlld tnilUiuicj aoA ligor of til 

PATKI ARCHY ; oe. The Fajiily: its CoKsrm,TtON a 
PisOEATiOH. By John Harbis, D.D,, President of "Kew ColJeg 
LomlOii, nnd anlbor of "Tiis Giuat Teacher," "Mammon," i 
ISmo, oMh. S1.25. 

coii&Utntloa. iKm, Hid 1u«lory of Ihc rmuilf , DH voJl 09 mncll lTapatbintfii],tni4^J 
oDiL Hmnd odvlGflT iDuoblDs the fiuiulf, £unU7 strtDtamont, Etaoiiy ecliLcalion, e 

Thla Is tlie (Wra onQ last of B scifcs, by llio aonie Kuthor, eatiUcd ■■ CQiilriliiiii 



GOD REVEALED IN NATURE AND IS CHRIST; 
Inoluaiog tt E«fntnfion of the Development Theory cOHtained in tho 
'■ Vostigea of the Katural HfBtorj of Creation." By Hie aolhor of 
"TheFtiloaophy of the Han of Salvation." Mnio, cloth, S1-2E. 



.nTtJicory"Botng«iiioul7iDiJnlabied!DthD*'T»t]£HDf th« Sntuml Hittctty of 



..llyGOOgIC 



WY FIRST IMPllESSEONS 
OF ENGLAND AND ITS PEOPLE. 
B MiLLEK, author of " Old "Red Snndstoae," "Foot- 




Tlio ODtlior, one of the DUHt Temorkablc men of llw ftg^f '''^^'S^^'^^ ^^j^'^""^ 
luta Ji^ngloiia, exJIOcUiiff ta "lodgo In Luml^lQ cottd^BpOnd veat a hunhlQ drcea, DDl 

knOTfn bofittG i and almnflnntly doe? lie fulfil tliCa rapectnlien. It ia one of Uvc moal 
nbBorMng bDoka of tile time.— 2*tT(toFiJ Cfl^ JfljToi". 

NEW WORK. 

Jir SCHOOLS AND SO UOOLM ASTERS i 

Oil THE STORY OF MY EDUCATION. 

Bv Hnon Milleb, author of " I'ootprinls of Ihe Creator," 
" Old Bod Sanrislone," " PiW IinprcssionB of Englnnd,"' ele. 39ino, cL 
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A PILGRIMAGE TO EGYPT; 

WITH OBSERVATIONS, iUusWati™ of tho Mouiieis, Cus- 
ToniB, and. inslitulions of Ihe People, and of Uie jiPxeat condilion of Ilia 
" ----- - t of Ihe JkHlon 






En of Bjiij* OS a is, ■ 



hconeh llic tour, «t Iho rAvId ImpMslon wh:cb ho tela 




mJUenH-S^emfflnelK. 






pen Eejpl 1 


wm^-AitmiDJ^m'- 




OnD of the mmt wmplcts ana petfctt l»oi« of tho kli 


IdOYOipuDi: 


or pU Ihe bDoHB mlmve mm on Egypt, -r prefer UiiE 








The lulhor b g kMn olwarver, uul dc.tiribe! »iiul hi 

















SCRIPTURB NATURAL HISTORY; Conloining a De- 

tJis liilile. By WiLLiAni Carfenti:!!, I/mdon ; wilh linpravetiioTiQ, 
by Eev. GoRiiAK D. Abbott. IliuslrQIeil hy uumeraus EHatavinga. 
ALSO, Slielchca of Palesline. IBmo, clolh, 1,00, T 
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AMOS LAAYRENCE. 



DIABY AMD COIUiESPONDENCE OF THE LATE 
AMOS LAWRENCE ; wllh a bi-ief aecoim6 of some lucidenls in 
Ilia Lite. Edited by Lis son, Williaji R. Iawbescb, M. D. 'Witli 
flna steal Portraits of Anon and ADUOir IiiwnBHCE, aa EngraTing 
of tUdr Btrth-plaoe, n Fao-elmllo pago of Mr. Jjiwrenoo's Hand- 
wiitinjt- Octavo, olotb, S1.60. Itojal duodeoimo ediljon, SIOO. 
This wort mu Orel pnblialicd in in liliJE"ti' oolivii YOlmne, and sold nt lio unn- 

wcte dcElioui of cJf culntlnf tbc voi^— bd rcmarkiLbl; cdirpted. to do gODtl, CB|>oci]LUr 
to yanni; men— QRAIinxonai'T, end ofgMug LhoH ofmoderalq mennB, of c^-ejy 
class, on oppDrtnnitf of posBsssIn^ It, the royal doodeclniD, oi " DnsAP EDlIIOff," 
WHS iBBUOd, vu^lng fHni the other odltloo, only In. iticdnetkin In tlie SIZE (allDV-lng 

WldiLn six mfmWiB after lilie flrrt paljlication of tbid worl, TWHHTT-TWO Tnocs- 

tingiuBhoiIl^ his great ^eoLlhibnt more ^stl]iB°^c<l Ibi 



ilk only 020, ga 
X, ^nhboWr, till 



iE jiulplt, ' Thajie Is no ^rork • 



poanElar ohatm, H ahnws fte iuslile 






ore bcoiillibllrprmtrayolnmOtOCOIie cnJenlatod 10 do more p 
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TUE CAPTIVE IN PATAGONIA; 

OR LIFE AMONG THE GIANTS. 
Hy Bqnjj,M[N F. Bourne. Wiih IHususiions. IQmo, cJoth, 8^ cv. 



of tluUlLus IntciG 
Any boofa, doBcnptive of a cou 

cIcacnpTJvQ d1 Ihfl mDimen, cnatt 
A vork of arilUoe lolewl, on 



iiB"koownilsltea]>fCliililamfln»iuidoneorhiahmtQgFllyinndfViJinliii 
,ce Ixflfl fivan pnt^GulDis of the mimncrs, cuslomv, habile nnrt purtiiit* 
. lliflfllhrUliDgnannfiTeTOndaHOscifiiiSMT^IWc.— jVflfDjj(if«a?'ere. 



heiiciderailltteii to Ihe bile of u new BEdlbnl Euilor. 
aympnlhy. — fl. H. Aiiyoya^ 



THE HISTORY OF BANKING; with a Comprchcnsi;'e, 
Acmunt of the Origin, Rise, and Froeress of liie Banks of Eiisla"'), I's- 
land, and Scotland. By WltLlAM John J,awsoh. Firel Aniericoa 
EJilioD. Sevijed, with DumanHia Rddiiions. By J. Smith Hoiians, 
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THESAnRDS OF BSGUSH WOEDS AKD PHRASES. 

Bo CInaaified and Arronged ns to Facilitale the Expression of Ideas, 
and Assist in Utarary CompOBitiOE. By Peter MinK Boost, 
late Seoretary of the Koyal Society, snii author of tlia " Bridga- 
wator Treatise," etc. Bevised and Enlarged; with a List of 
FonEias Words asd ExPBESSiosa most A'eqnently ocaun'icg in 
\ratlw of general Literature, Defined in £n glial), by Bakhas 
Sears, D.S., Seoretary of the MnsBnehusette Board of Education, 
assisted by several Literary Gentlemen. 12mo, cloth. $1.60. 
X^S' A work of great merit, admirably adnpteil oa a tox t-1WDk for echODla and 



practice of composition. The purpose of tai orcllnar^ cllcUonaty J^ to explain 
tile moonlit of worils. wbile t3v) o^yect or tbla Tbeeunrm la to collate nU tJie 
words by Hhlcli any given laea may IK cKprcBsad. — Puttiam'* Afonllll!/. 

ThlE volume otlbrs the stodent of Engllsb compoElUon the resiaia of ai'cot in- 
borlnUiefbrmof a ilch and. copious vocabulary. Wenouldeoinmeiullbc'n'or^ 
le tliose ivlie bave cboree of ncademles unci blgh BcboolSj and to all students. 
— CftrtsKan (WMrua-. 



iverdlsoutJie tlpofblB tongue, btitnltogeClier beyond bid rea(lL. — jr ^T- TinuB. 
It 13 more complete then the English ^vork, "wtaldi bos attained nJnstcelebTlI;. 
It la intended to snpplj, wiUi rcsptct to the EngUBh language, a deolderatmo 
Mtiiertounsupplloillnanyliiiigiu^e, Tho purpose frf » filctlouiuT Is simply lo 
e^^liUn the meaning of n'erds. .Theot^&ctahncdatAsrfllBesactlylheeenTerso 

in ttidlr Bouad or their oitttogrpph j but strlotiy ot^ordlug to their slgniacatlon. 
— ^. y. Eveninff JHrror. 
An luvaluablecompDiiion to peraonBensagedlu literary labors. The cjitalogue 



ItCDKta the whole EugllBli langucse Into sronpsofn'Ords and term?, arrango^ 

by tJiB poverty of .his vocabulary, maj supply himself Immediately, on consult- 
ing II, wllh the precise terra fbr whlifi he bna occasion. —jr. 7. Eecnlnti Post, 



Titer anil bpeal»T ought to 
beliiff a mere dun, deaa st 
r the classifying and crysU] 
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VALUABLE WORKS. 



KN0^VU3;DGE is power: a View op the Peoductivb 
FoKOEa OP HoEEES Society, and the Hisulta of Lnbor, Copital, ond 
Skill. By CaAKLEsKMiQUT. American edition, n'itli Additions, by 
David A. Wills, Ediloc "Annnal of Scientiao Discovorj-," eto. 
WithnnmerouaUlastrationa IZmo olotli 6126 



u ima deJT|;]it9Dmc " 



ThiaiacmeofaobcitbQokBiro JiaTE twd." LO0DO£T CoBBLiE N "S 1 
^'lEiaawotk oStavn mtercdtt iifctiiDEfl hovliig Iha ^InnJlon of h romnr[]?,iiiid 

■'ThlaautoblDgrophf isinEbDO^forpDDrbDyi,andol1toi'VliOAnEtra^iiSnilh 

THE RALLIGf i ob, The Sheepfoh) ik tub ■Wateks. A 
Tole of Hiimblo Life on the Coost of Schleawlg. TrflndHlea from tho 
Getroou of Bienmtzalil, by Mra. Geobgb P. Maebh. Witli it Biog- 
raphioalSietoliofflieAatlior, ]3mo, oloUi. Sl.OO. 
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VALUABLE SCHOUL hOUK.S. 
THE ELEMENTS OF MORAL SCIENCE. By Prabcis 

'.• ■! Lis work iias teen highly (ommondea by Eevieweta, Teociiera, ODd 

I Icpical, mid academical (nslilulions of Ilie cournrj. 

L!rikri!t>i1iic)aiovled|-m^uband JLbuul pntroDn^ nf the pablic lueed BO/nelhln^ 
I'ailher lo expuse mj high eftiroate of Iha work, thin tint we shall iniDicdiEitely 
ndoiit "LI lilr a iekI bock in our hhItmsHt. — ■WluaEB Sin, tola JVsj. Wea. tfijiv. 

1 ilo tut iiKm at aiiy etbical tresfiie la iiMeli out duliel la God and to our fcilow- 
nicn aro laia domi Willi more !«ErdMon, jlmplioilr, clenraeBS, eaorgr, uid Iralh. — 

We hoTD boan snitly plaaaed wiLh the metbod vblch Tieddtml "Wnylond hoi 
i^4lo]itcdi be fos baclr to the tfoj^dut pod most fondamenkl pduclplesj and, m the 
sl^lemoDtnf biivtevi,bfliuiUQiperflplcailx^^1i oondMneK and inedBlon. In all 






MORAL SCIENCE, ABRIDGED, by the Author, and 
S3- The mote cffcrtiially to nieel Oie desito eipissaed foi a chfap edilinx 
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^heH, a. 


id aU 01 








invited lo Biamine 
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or this sKuHo can iioraij 


speiLttt 










orn,or^phil«oph7: 












ara happy lo see Ih. 
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bcsnnoHncreljnbridBEd.hul 
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yland-s 
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istmcd 








arelbepri 
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illu=t 


■sllcni, 




■U-yH™ 
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VALUABLE SCHOOL BOOKS. 



ItdMEtl 


■ta to Ho ' 






■f^lvdla 








nlUoTCBilh, 




lopoatiiis 






lODk, undue ■ 


waifunr 




diUmirl 


ato every ftmlly Ubr 








mUj-olreltt-PlB-ifm 










lnal pub- 


remises !|i 


rcoclirvsor 


none ft 


lOiKopltiwii 





PALEY'S NATUnAL THEOLOGY. lUustrnted by forty, 
rinlos, and Solecliunsftuni rho Xotosof flf. Fast™, wrlli adiJilionn! Nutcs, 
originul niiil seioctoiJ, fiir [dia adition ; with » Vocsljularj of Scionlifio 
Terraa. Bditedliy John IVabk, il. D, Now edition, willi iie» ciul eis- 
^mii Jliustratuma^ ISuio, sheep, (,^. 
^ This CcaamS^ ^opijlpf ivork hoa becDDic olmoEt nnlTcrBaUy IntrDdneeil !utD 

iTutUulIoni of Obr CODDtry. It It satwnot la n-nj va have seen, [iQd,vebc]lcTC.Bn- 
parfot to SDj tliat hns yet bpcn publlslicd. - ^i^'il iiftlse Pilijfiiiis- 
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VALUABLE WORK. 



CYCLOPEDIA OP ASECBOTES OE LITERATURE 
AND THE FI\E AETi9. Cautaiiiing n copioiia and choice Eelecdoa of 
Aiiccdolea otilie variffl:a forms of Lileraiute, of tho Art;, of Arclulectura, 
Ei^^tavinsfl, Mii?ic, Poetry, Paiiainj, imd Seulpliite, and of llio moat cel- 
ebraicd Litemry Cliaiictera and Anlsa of diObrenl Caumrios and Agsa, 
iic JlyKAZLITT Abtise, A. M., Aiilh07 0f " CyclopffiJis of Moral and 






idc UioTciyllftor thsBociillc 



oa of inicodotc9 eror published- — Safeia amtat/c 

inuB iiifi>niiDtion, oufifolly BalectPdr fmd msUiod- 

bfl Tray proCtn^ tnjjud (oaocoiwtbyi^cauna 
irtmenl of lltertturt-— 3Voi^ -Hw/fffff- 
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IMPORTANT WORK 



KITTO'S POPULAR CYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL 
LITERATURE. Cnndensed [Him Hie lutger work, Ey Iho Amliov, 
John KirTti,D. D., Aiilhocof "Scripiure Dsily Roidin^s," &n. A»- 
sisled by James Taylor, D. D. Willi oser SOO lliaaratwot, 3,00. 



meiue Labor and HKUcb, is pnnoonceil, by miivgnol vmxDt, Ibc 



agy and G«nQa1o^ of Scrlptnti^ 

tull JtolafloM of tbe CQimttica mentioDed in Scripture, ao^ M tiazuwnry (0 illm- 

Eoned in Sctlptuw i Ihoir BooHl Inalllutions, MUitory AfilLii, PoUtiMl Arranso- 
mend, lileniy uid ScienSfio FntauiU. 

endi^j-, HDtany, Melcortlogy. 
Id oddltlen lo DDitienntB OatCering nolEcos Dqd revjinvB, pt-mmiil Mtcis JVom a 






deny ti\ot, in richDesa and tblne« of delnil. it BurponH tbeir expecieTlon, i 
minlflteniTninndlt avalnabloauxUiiiyibaUbchiereTwUcnceis^tltnlitfiin: 



ton 1 ^phrdna Pcnbody. Dr J>-, Boston : A. L. Stone. EoBlon : Jof 

Spring, D. IX. NcvYoriEi "W. T. D^lght.D.D-.Ft^tbm^; E.N.K 
J>. D.i nnthor of'i Bible DlcUeniuyi'* Henry J. lUpJoy, D- !>■, an 
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